
First Lutheran Church 

Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel. The gospel is Matthew’s account of the an-
nunciation and birth of the one named Emmanuel, God-with-us. During these final days of Advent we pray, “O come, O come, Em-

manuel,” a beloved hymn based on the O Antiphons, ancient prayers appointed for the seven days preceding Christmas. On this 
final Sunday of Advent we prepare to celebrate the birth of the one born to save us from the power of sin and death.  

PRELUDE Alleluia Ringers 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INVOCATION 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING & HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel ELW #257 vs. 7 & 8 
7 O come, O King of nations, come, 

O Cornerstone that binds in one: 
refresh the hearts that long for you; 
restore the broken, make us new.   

 Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

8  O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear.   Refrain  

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
P/C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. In your compassion 
forgive us our sins known and unknown, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, through Jesus 
Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
C:  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that hin-
ders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

SPECIAL MUSIC Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabelle—arr Mark Hayes Soloist:  Janelle Maday 

FIRST READING Isaiah 7:10-14  
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 
But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! 
Is it too little for you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name him Immanuel.  

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 80:1-7, 19  
R:  Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock!  You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, 
shine forth 

C:  before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh.  Stir up your might, and come to save us! 

R:  Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

C:  O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers? 

R:  You have fed them with the bread of tears and given them tears to drink in full measure. 

C:  You make us the scorn of our neighbors; our enemies laugh among themselves. 

R:  Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

C:  Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

R:  The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry  ELW #249, vs 5 
5 All praise to you, eternal Son, whose advent has our freedom won, 
     whom with the Father we adore, and Holy Spirit, evermore.  

GOSPEL READING Matthew 11:2-6  
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to him, “Are you the 
one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?”  Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and 
see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”  

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON Pr. Joe Skogmo 

HYMN OF THE DAY In the Bleak Midwinter  ELW #294 
1 In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 

earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

2 Heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 
heav'n and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign; 
in the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 
the Lord God almighty, Jesus Christ. 

3 What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give him—give my heart.  

STATEMENT OF FAITH  Apostle’s Creed  
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-
fied, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
P: Lord in your mercy,.  C: Hear our prayer.  

SHARING OF PEACE  
P: The peace of the Lord be with you.  C: And also with you.  

NOISY OFFERING FLC Agape Fund  
The word “Agape” in biblical Greek refers to a highest form of love - a love that transcends feeling or attraction, a love 

that is an unconditional love for the healing God’s people. The FLC Agape Fund is used to serve our most vulnerable 
neighbors right here in our local community, particularly those experiencing food and housing insecurity. 

November Noisy to Fuller Center for Housing in Detroit Lakes raised a total of $431.33.  

OFFERING & OFFERTORY HYMN Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah  ELW #240, vs. 4 
4 Light four candles to watch for Messiah:  let the light banish darkness. 

He is coming, tell the glad tidings.  Let your lights be shining! 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P/C: Loving God, receive this offering for 
the building up of your kingdom: the  
proclamation of your word and the loving 
of our neighbor. Amen. 

Join us for Worship! 

RADIO:  Broadcast on KDLM 1340-AM & 93.1-FM at 10 AM. 

WEBCAST:  Services  are live streamed on  

TELEVISION:  Saturdays at 9 AM on Arvig Cable channel 14. 



COMMUNION  
Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the pow-
er, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Distribution 

Post Communion Blessing & Prayer 
C: Gracious God, at this table you have nourished our body and soul with food and drink. As you have been 
food and drink for us, transform us to be food and drink for one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen.  

BENEDICTION 

SENDING HYMN It Came upon the Midnight Clear  ELW #282 
1 It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 

from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold: 
"Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav'n's all-gracious king." 
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing. 

2 Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled, 
and still their heav'nly music floats o'er all the weary world. 
Above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hov'ring wing, 
and ever o'er its babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 

3 And you, beneath life's crushing load, whose forms are bending low, 
who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow: 
look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; 
oh, rest beside the weary road and hear the angels sing! 

4 For lo! The days are hast'ning on, by prophets seen of old, 
when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold, 
when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, 
and all the world give back the song which now the angels sing.  

SENDING 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE 

CREATION CARE NOTE 

In 2021, wind turbines 
were the sources of about 
9.2% of total U.S. utility-

scale electricity generation.  

Ways to Give 
ONLINE:  firstlutheranchurch.com—One-
time, weekly, monthly or quarterly. 
Checking, savings or credit card.   (fees 
associated with credit card usage)  

TEXT:  218-228-3228—Text your donation amount to the 
number listed above and follow instructions that are 
texted to you.  (We suggest you add the phone number 
above as a contact in your phone for future use.) 

CHECK/CASH: 912 Lake Avenue,  
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 



Prayers for   
God’s People 

Prayers of Comfort  
to the family of

Welcome Visitor! Date of Visit: _________________________  

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________  

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 Street City State Zip Code 

Phone: _________________________________  Email: _____________________________________________    

I am a guest of: ___________________________  I am a member of: __________________________________  

□ I am interested in learning more about First Lutheran Church. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
WRAPPED SHOEBOXES NEEDED—We are looking for donations of shoeboxes (preferably 
pre-wrapped) for this year’s Christmas Angel Tree Ministry.   

GREIFSHARE GROUP—Pr. Lauryl is now leading a GriefShare Support Group on Monday 
evenings from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM in the church library.  All are welcome to join at any 
time.  

CHRISTMAS TREAT SALE—First Lutheran Women are holding the 2nd Annual SWEET 
TREAT Event between services on TODAY.  Just in time for holiday get-togethers! If you 
cook or bake, please consider making a little extra to share for this event.  

CHRISTMAS SERVICE SCHEDULE—FLC will be offering Christmas worship opportunities on 
Saturday, December 24.  There will be two contemporary worship options at 3:30 PM & 
5:00 PM & a traditional candlelight service will be at 7:00 PM.  Christmas Day is on Sun-
day, December 25 & there will be one service offered that day at 10:45 AM.   

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS—The church office will be closed on Monday, December 26 & 
Tuesday December 27 in recognition of the Christmas Holiday.  The office is also closed 
on Friday, December 30 & Monday, January 2 in recognition of New Years. 

CHRISTMAS BREAK—Families with children & youth, please mark your calendars!  Christ-
mas Break starts December 19 & will continue until Wednesday, January 11 & Sunday, 
January 15.  We hope all the families have a wonderful holiday! 

ALL CHURCH WORSHIP—Mark your calendars!  We will have TWO Sundays in the coming 
weeks where we hope to have all of our worship communities together.  Those dates are 
Sunday, December 25 at 10:45 AM and Sunday, January 1 at 9:00 AM.  Please mark you 
calendars accordingly as there will not be any other worship services on those Sundays. 

CHRISTMAS AT OUR HOUSE—We now have enough volunteers for Christmas at Our 
House on Sunday, December 25.  If you would like to help, please consider donating to 
help pay for food and other items needed for this event.  

NEED HELP PAYING YOU ENERGY BILLS?—Greater MN Gas Inc. (GMG) would like to re-
mind residential homeowners or renters of the Energy Assistance Program (EAP).  This 
federally funded program helps pay for home heating costs, may assist with furnace re-
pairs and could offer energy efficiency home upgrades for income qualified customers.  
For more information, please call 800-931-3411. 

DL FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH BLOOD DRIVE—Wednesday, December 28 from 7:30 AM  
to 1:00 PM  in the FLC Fellowship Hall/Dining Room. To schedule an appointment, go to  
donors.vitalant.org and use the blood drive code: detroitlakes or call Denise 218-847-
5656.  Donors will receive ONE $10 Amazon.com gift card and a long-sleeve Winter Donor 
T-shirt. 

The flowers on the altar are given in memory of  
Arland & Lois Wisted who both had December birthdays.   

They are given by their daughter Mary Waalen. 


