
First Lutheran Church 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INVOCATION 

GATHERING HYMN There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy  ELW #588 
1  There's a wideness in God's mercy, like the wideness of the sea; 
     there's a kindness in God's justice which is more than liberty. 
     There is no place where earth's sorrows are more felt than up in heav'n. 
     There is no place where earth's failings have such kindly judgment giv'n. 

2  There is welcome for the sinner, and a promised grace made good; 
     there is mercy with the Savior; there is healing in his blood. 
     There is grace enough for thousands of new worlds as great as this; 
     there is room for fresh creations in that upper home of bliss. 

3  For the love of God is broader than the measures of our mind; 
     and the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind. 
     But we make this love too narrow by false limits of our own; 
     and we magnify its strictness with a zeal God will not own. 

4  'Tis not all we owe to Jesus; it is something more than all: 
     greater good because of evil, larger mercy through the fall. 
     Make our love, O God, more faithful; let us take you at your word, 
     and our lives will be thanksgiving for the goodness of the Lord.  

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
P/C: God our comforter, like lost sheep, we have gone astray.  We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.  We 
turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.  We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.  Free us 
from our sin, gracious God.  Listen when we call out to you for help.  Lead us by your love to love our neighbors 
as ourselves.  Amen.  

KYRIE & HYMN OF PRAISE O Word of God Incarnate  ELW #514 vs 1 & 3 
1 O Word of God incarnate, O Wisdom from on high, 

O Truth unchanged, unchanging, O Light of our dark sky: 
we praise you for the radiance that from the hallowed page, 
a lantern to our footsteps, shines on from age to age. 

3 Oh, make your church, dear Savior, a lamp of burnished gold 
to bear before the nations your true light, as of old; 
oh, teach your wand'ring pilgrims by this their path to trace, 
till, clouds and darkness ended, they see you face to face.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
C:  O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved children. Help us to lay 
aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom and understanding as servants of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  

Sunday, September 19, 2021 · 8:30 AM ·  17th Sunday after Pentecost  

Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the disciples quarrel over which one of them is the greatest. Jesus tells them 
the way to be great is to serve. Then, to make it concrete, he puts in front of them a flesh-and-blood child. We are called to welcome 
the children God puts in front of us, to make room for them in daily interaction, and to give them a place of honor in the assembly.  
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MUSICAL MESSAGE Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God - Lloyd Larson  Jubilate Choir  

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 54 Reader:  Jim Buchholz 
R:  Save me, O God, by your name, and vindicate me by your might. 

C:  Hear my prayer, O God; give ear to the words of my mouth. 

R:  For the insolent have risen against me, the ruthless seek my life; they do not set God before them. 

C:  But surely, God is my helper; the Lord is the upholder of my life. 

R:  He will repay my enemies for their evil.  In your faithfulness, put an end to them. 

C:  With a freewill offering I will sacrifice to you; I will give thanks to your name, O Lord, for it is good. 

R:  For he has delivered me from every trouble, and my eye has looked in triumph on my enemies. 

SECOND READING James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a Reader:  Jim Buchholz     
R:  The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia! Lord & Savior… ELW p.205a 
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 

GOSPEL READING Mark 9:30-37  
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark. C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  

CHILDREN’S SERMON Janet Bridgers 

SERMON Pr. Lauryl Ivers 

HYMN OF THE DAY All Are Welcome  ELW #641 vs. 1, 4 & 5 
1  Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, 

a place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

Refrain:  All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.  

4  Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone 
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they've known. 
Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God's face; 
let us bring an end to fear and danger:  Refrain 

5  Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace, 
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  Refrain  

STATEMENT OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-
fied, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body and the life everlasting. Amen.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
P:  Lord in your mercy,  C:  Hear our prayer.  

SHARING OF PEACE & OFFERING  

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P/C: Loving God, receive this offering for the building up of your kingdom: the proclamation of your word and the 
loving of our neighbor. Amen. 



COMMUNION  

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer  
C: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the pow-
er, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Distribution 

Post Communion Blessing 

Post Communion Prayer 
C: Gracious God, at this table you have nourished our body and soul with food and drink. As you have been 
food and drink for us, transform us to be food and drink for one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen.  

BENEDICTION 

SENDING HYMN On Our Way Rejoicing  ELW #537 
1  On our way rejoicing gladly let us go. 
     Christ our Lord has conquered; vanquished is the foe. 
     Christ without, our safety; Christ within, our joy; 
     who, if we be faithful, can our hope destroy? 

Refrain:  On our way rejoicing; as we forward move, 
hearken to our praises, O blest God of love! 

2  Unto God the Father joyful songs we sing; 
     unto God the Savior thankful hearts we bring; 
     unto God the Spirit bow we and adore, 
     on our way rejoicing now and evermore.  Refrain  

SENDING 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE 

Welcome Visitor! Date of Visit: _____________________________________________  

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________  

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________  
 Street City State Zip Code 

Phone: __________________________________  Email: _____________________________________________    

I am a guest of: __________________________  I am a member of: ____________________________________  

□ I am interested in learning more about First Lutheran Church. 

Radio—Broadcast on KDLM 1340-AM and 93.1-FM at 10:00 AM. 

Webcast—Services are live-streamed on 

In Person—Sundays at 8:30 AM or 10:45 AM in the sanctuary & 
 Wednesdays at 6:00 PM in the sanctuary 

Television—On Saturdays at 9:00 AM on Arvig Cable channel 14. 

Donate via text:  Text amount with $ sign to 218-228-0042.   
 (requires a one-time setup) 

Donate online at www.firstlutheranchurch.com/give 

Join Us For Worship 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
FALL WORSHIP TIMES & OFFICE HOURS—Fall hours have begun! Traditional Worship is 
at 8:30 AM and Contemporary Worship is at 10:45 AM and Wednesday Worship is at 6 
PM.  The fall/winter office hours are Monday through Friday 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 

WEDNESDAY EVENING SCHEDULE—Oasis Meal at 5:15 PM, Worship at 6 PM,  
Alleluia Ringers Practice at 6:15 PM, Faith Formation Hour from 6:30 PM and Jubilate 
Choir Practice at 7:15 PM.  

FLC PHOTO DIRECTORY—First Lutheran Church is in the process of creating a new direc-
tory.  We have two options for those wanting their photos added to the directory.  You 
can submit a photo you already have or you can sign up for a professional photo sitting 
taken at Wagoner Portrait Studio located next door to the church.  The sittings will be 
offered on September 22, 23 and 26.  The cost is $25 and you would receive an 8x10 copy 
of you photo along with the digital copy.  Sign up TODAY downstairs at the volunteer ta-
ble or via the link in the Weekly Update, the FLC website or by calling the church office.  

HOMELESS AND FIRE VICTIM NEEDS—Washer & dryer, freezer, car, clothing, toaster & 
electric range.  

VOLUNTEER NEEDED—The Flower Committee is looking for someone to be a part of the 
team for the month of July. This person checks in with the office on Wednesdays of each 
week to see if flowers need to be ordered for Sunday. If you would like to help with this 
ministry, please contact the office. Thank you! 

PLEASE PICK UP YOUR NAMETAGS—Nametags can be picked up downstairs in front of 
the dining room by October 1st.  We will no longer be storing nametags at church; please 
store them at home and bring them to wear on Sunday mornings.  If you don’t have a 
nametag, you can sign up at the table to have one made.      

AUDIO/VISUAL TECHS NEEDED—We are in need of volunteers to commit to volunteering 
one time a month to run sound, video or slides up in the tech booth.  We will train you 
until you’re comfortable. We need to build onto our team for this ministry so that we can 
continue to make worship as accessible and functional as possible. Contact Mackenzie in 
the church office with questions. 

DONUTS, SMOOTHIES & COFFEE—This Sunday, September 19 the youth will be selling 
donuts, smoothies & coffee for $5 during fellowship hour.  There will be no other treats 
offered this morning to encourage everyone to support the FLC youth.  

MASKING—Those attending worship services at FLC are strongly encouraged to wear 
masks to protect themselves and those around them.   

CHECK FOR VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES—Please continue to check the volunteer table 
because we’re in need of Ushers, Readers, and Greeters for Sunday services.  

FLCW NO BAKE, BAKE SALE—FLCW is holding a “No Bake, Bake Sale” which will be open 
to all members of First Lutheran!  Donations can be made payable to FLCW and left in the 
church office by October 31.  Simply donate an amount you would normally spend for 
supplies and baking.  Any amount is welcome and appreciated.  We thank you in advance 
for helping us as we try to help in so many areas of need locally, regionally and world-
wide. 

Prayers for   
God’s People 

Prayers of Comfort  
to the family of

Today’s Altar Flowers are given as a special thank you to a very special person 

Mackenzie Hamm. We are so happy that she is our Volunteer Coordinator.  We 

are thankful for her willingness to always help.  We all love her smile.  We can 

always see her beautiful heart.  We want to hug her - what a bright light she 

gives us when we feel darkness & despair.  Thank you God for Mackenzie.  


