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Sunday, May 2, 2021 · 8:30 AM · 5th Sunday of Easter

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. Christ the vine and we
the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first letter of
John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine
brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world.

PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
EASTER PROCLAMATION
P: Christ is risen! C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
GATHERING HYMN
Open Now Thy Gate of Beauty
1 Open now thy gates of beauty, Zion, let me enter there,
where my soul in joyful duty waits for God who answers prayer.
Oh, how blessed is this place, filled with solace, light, and grace!
3 Here thy praise is gladly chanted, here thy seed is duly sown;
let my soul, where it is planted, bring forth precious sheaves alone,
so that all I hear may be fruitful unto life in me.
5 Speak, O God, and I will hear thee, let thy will be done indeed;
may I undisturbed draw near thee while thou dost thy people feed.
Here of life the fountain flows; here is balm for all our woes.

ELW #533, vs 1, 3, & 5

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(Brief silence for reflection and self-examination)
P/C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. In
your compassion forgive us our sins known and unknown, things we have done and things we have
failed to do. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.
KYRIE & HYMN OF PRAISE
Blessing, Honor, & Glory
ELW #433
1 Blessing, honor, glory to the Lamb. Holy, righteous, worthy is the Lamb.
Death could not hold him down, for he is risen! Seated upon the throne, he is the Lamb of God!
Blessing, honor, glory to the Lamb. Holy, righteous, worthy is the Lamb.
Death could not hold him down, for he is risen! Seated upon the throne, he is the Lamb of God!
Blessing, honor, glory to the Lamb. Holy, Righteous, worthy is the Lamb of God.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
C: O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING

Acts 8:26-40

PSALM READING
Psalm 22:25-31
R: From you comes my praise in the great congregation; my vows I will pay before those who fear him.
C: The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the Lord. May your hearts live
forever!
R: All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; and all the families of the nations shall
worship before him.
C: For dominion belongs to the Lord, and he rules over the nations.
R: To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; before him shall bow all who go down to
the dust, and I shall live for him.
C: Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord,
R: and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying that he has done it.
SECOND READING
R: The Word of the Lord.

1 John 4:7-21
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee
2 All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heav’n reflect thy rays,
stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flow’ry meadow, flashing sea,
chanting bird, and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in thee.
GOSPEL READING
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

#836, vs 2

John 15:1-8
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY
Shout to the Lord
My Jesus, my Savior, Lord, there is none like you.
All of my days I want to praise the wonders of your mighty love.
My comfort, my shelter, tower of refuge and strength;
Let ev'ry breath, all that I am never cease to worship you.
Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing power and majesty, praise to the King.
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar at the sound of your name.
I sing for joy at the work of your hands; forever I'll love you, forever I'll stand.
Nothing compares to the promise I have in you.

Pastor Lauryl Ivers
ELW #821

STATEMENT OF FAITH
Apostle’s Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen.
SHARING OF PEACE & OFFERING
OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Loving God, receive this offering for the building up of your kingdom: the proclamation of your word
and the loving of our neighbor. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

COMMUNION
Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Distribution
Post Communion Blessing
Post Communion Prayer
BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look
upon you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.
SENDING HYMN
Thine Is the Glory
ELW #376
1 Thine is the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son; endless is the vict'ry thou o'er death hast won!
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay.
Refrain: Thine is the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son; endless is the vict'ry thou o'er death hast won!
2 Lo, Jesus meets thee, risen from the tomb! Lovingly he greets thee, scatters fear and gloom;
let his church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, for the Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting!
Refrain
3 No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife;
make us more than conqu'rors, through thy deathless love; bring us safe through Jordan to thy home
above.
Refrain
SENDING
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Welcome Visitor!

Date of Visit:__________________________________________
Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Street
City
State
Zip Code
Phone: _______________________________________________ Email: __________________________________________
I am a guest of: ________________________________________ I am a member of: _______________________________

□ First Time Visitor

□ I would like to be contacted by a pastor

□ I am interested in becoming a member

ANNOUNCEMENTS
IN-PERSON WORSHIP—Both the 8:30 AM and the 10:45 AM worship services are now
being offered in person. Reserving a seat by RSVP will continue to be required due to
the CDC and MDH requirement of physical distancing. A thorough cleaning of the sanctuary and all touched surfaces will be done between services. PLEASE REMEMBER TO
RSVP to the limited capacity in-person worship services through the weekly update, the
website, or by calling the church office.
SENIOR RECOGNITION SUNDAY will be held on Sunday, May 23 at the 10:45 AM Worship Service. Due to this, the sanctuary will be reserved for graduating seniors and their
families only. You are still able to attend the 8:30 service in person or join us online at
10:45. Sorry for any inconvenience.
TREE GIVEAWAY—The Creation Care Team will be giving away free trees for planting on
TODAY between worship services from 9:30 AM to NOON. The trees will be 6-10 inch
bare root trees and will include: paper birch, black chokecherry, cranberry bush, red
splendor crabapple and black hills spruce. Each person is allowed to take 3 trees. We'll
provide information about the trees and instruction on how to care for them. We only
ask that people take a picture of themselves as they plant their tree, and send it to
flc@firstlutheranchurch.com.
FLC ANNUAL MEETING—The FLC Annual Meeting will be held Sunday, May 16th between services from 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM. If the weather is over 50 degrees we will be
holding the annual meeting outdoors, if under 50, we will be meeting in the Dining
Room. RSVP is required. Please bring a lawn chair.
DRIVE THRU COMMUNION SERVICES—Drive-Up Holy Communion is offered at 10:00
AM on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month. We will NOT be having Drive-Up Communion on Sunday, May 2nd or Sunday, May 16 due to the busyness of the church parking
lot that day. If you would like to schedule a time to receive Holy Communion in lieu of
this missed Sunday, please contact Pr. Joe or Pr. Lauryl in the church office.
THE LOOSE CHANGE EASTER APPEAL—Throughout the six-week Easter Season, we are
inviting you into bringing along any loose change whenever you worship, and/or to the
church during the week to be dropped off and designated to helping our global partner,
AELC in India. If each of you brought in some loose change over these next six weeks, it
will accumulate and be more impactful than you’d think. It is incredible what we can all
do together.
CURRENT HOMLESS SHELTER NEEDS: Dressers, Small Kitchen Table, Cellphones, &
Bikes. Any donations can be dropped off in the bin outside the church.
2021 NWMN SYNOD ASSEMBLY—The synod assembly will be held virtually this year on
Saturday, May 22. FLC is allowed 5 voting members. Please prayerfully consider being
FLC's representative at the assembly. Anyone who is interested can contact the church
office for more information. Early bird registration is May 3rd.
EGG CARTON DONATIONS NEEDED—The Becker County Food Pantry is in need of 12
count egg cartons. If you have cartons to donate, please drop them off at the food pantry on Tuesdays or Thursdays from 12PM —3 PM.
SUMMER WORSHP AND OFFICE HOURS—Starting on Sunday, May 30th our summer
hours will begin. This means the traditional worship service will remain indoors at 8:30
AM and the contemporary worship services will be held outdoors at 10:30 AM. Please
continue to RSVP as both the indoor and outdoor in-person worship services will have
limited capacity. The church office will also begin summer office hours which are Monday through Thursday 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM and Fridays 8:30 AM to 12:00 PM.

Today’s radio broadcast
is sponsored by Patti Cummins
in memory of
Jerry Kalvik and Virgil & Elsie Cummins.
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to the families of

Join Us For Worship
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Broadcast on KDLM 1340AM and 93.1-FM at 10:00 M.
Webcast
Services are live-streamed
on
In Person
On Sundays at 10:45 AM
in the sanctuary. RSVP
Is mandatory to attend.
Television
On Saturdays at 9:00 AM
on Arvig Cable channel 14.

