
First Lutheran Church 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INVOCATION 

GATHERING HYMN Gather Us In ELW #532, vs 1 & 4 
1  Here in this place the new light is streaming, now is the darkness vanished away; 
     see in this space our fears and our dreamings brought here to you in the light of this day. 
     Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
     call to us now, and we shall awaken, we shall arise at the sound of our name. 

4  Not in the dark of buildings confining, not in some heaven, light years away— 
     here in this place the new light is shining, now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 
     Gather us in and hold us forever, gather us in and make us your own; 
     gather us in, all peoples together, fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
P/C: God our comforter, like lost sheep, we have gone astray.  We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.  We 
turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.  We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.  Free us 
from our sin, gracious God.  Listen when we call out to you for help.  Lead us by your love to love our neighbors 
as ourselves.  Amen.  

MUSICAL MESSAGE I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry Arv Halvorson 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
C:  Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that, forsaking what lies behind and reaching 
out to what lies ahead, we may follow the way of your commandments and receive the crown of everlasting 
joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  

KINDERGARTEN BIBLE DISTRIBUTION 
Pastor:  Parents, when your child was baptized, you promised to provide for their instruction in the Christian faith 
and to place in their hands the Book of Faith, the Word of God. Today, by placing these Bibles in the hands of your 
child, you are living out your promises. Thank you. Let’s pray: 

All:  Living Lord Jesus, we pray that these Bibles will encourage your children in their desire to grow in their un-
derstanding and love for you.  Today we dedicate these Bibles in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spir-
it.  Amen.  

Parents, please make the sign of the cross on the Bible and hand it to your child. 

Pastor:  Young people, you are receiving this love letter from God…  families as they receive and study God’s Word. 

All:  Loving God, you gave us your Word as a way to know you and to receive your love and Spirit.  You gave us 
your Word as a way to know you as our Creator and Savior.  May these children’s Bibles convey your love to 
these your children, and may these young people and their families grow in faith and understanding as they read 
your Word together.  In the name of Jesus, the Word of Life, we pray.  Amen.  

MUSICAL MESSAGE  Festive Peal on “Hymn to Joy” - Michael Ryan  Alleluia Ringers  

Sunday, October 10, 2021 · 8:30 AM ·  20th Sunday after Pentecost  

The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he should do to inherit eternal life is a good man, sincere in his asking. Mark’s 
gospel is alone in saying that Jesus looked on him and loved him. Out of love, not as judgment, Jesus offers him an open 
door to life: sell all you own and give it to the poor. Our culture bombards us with the message that we will find life by 
consuming. Our assemblies counter this message with the invitation to find life by divesting for the sake of the other.  
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RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 31:9-16  Reader: Pat Zurn 
R:  Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am in distress; my eye wastes away from grief, my soul and body also. 

C:  For my life is spent with sorrow, and my years with sighing; my strength fails because of my misery, and my 
bones waste away. 

R:  I am the scorn of all my adversaries, a horror to my neighbors, an object of dread to my acquaintances; those 
who see me in the street flee from me. 

C:  I have passed out of mind like one who is dead; I have become like a broken vessel. 

R:  For I hear the whispering of many—terror all around!—as they scheme together against me, as they plot to take 
my life. 

C:  But I trust in you, O Lord; I say, “You are my God.” 

R:  My times are in your hand; deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors. 

C:  Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

SCRIPTURE READING Hebrews 4:12-16  Reader: Pat Zurn 
R:  The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia! Lord & Savior… ELW p.205a 
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 

GOSPEL READING Mark 5:1-9  
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark. C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON Pr. Joe Skomo 

HYMN OF THE DAY Take My Life, That I May Be ELW #583 
Refrain:   Take my life, that I may be consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

1  Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of thy love; 
     take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for thee.  Refrain 

2  Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold; 
     take my intellect and use ev'ry pow'r as thou shalt choose.  Refrain 

3  Take my voice and let me sing always, only for my King; 
     take my lips and let them be filled with messages from thee.  Refrain 

4  Take my will and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine; 
     take my heart, it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne.  Refrain  

STATEMENT OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-
fied, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body and the life everlasting. Amen.  

LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
P:  Lord in your mercy, C:  Hear our prayer.  

SHARING OF PEACE & OFFERING  

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P/C: Loving God, receive this offering for the building up of your kingdom: the proclamation of your word and the 
loving of our neighbor. Amen. 



BENEDICTION 

SENDING HYMN God of Grace and God of Glory ELW #705 
1  God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your pow'r; 
     crown your ancient church's story; bring its bud to glorious flow'r. 
     Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the facing of this hour, 
     for the facing of this hour. 

2  Lo! the hosts of evil round us scorn the Christ, assail his ways! 
     From the fears that long have bound us free our hearts to faith and praise. 
     Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the living of these days, 
     for the living of these days, 

3  Cure your children's warring madness; bend our pride to your control; 
     shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul. 
     Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, lest we miss your kingdom's goal, 
     lest we miss your kingdom's goal. 

4  Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore; 
     let the gift of your salvation be our glory evermore. 
     Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving you whom we adore, 

  serving you whom we adore.  

SENDING 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE 

Welcome Visitor! Date of Visit: _____________________________________________  

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________  

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________  
 Street City State Zip Code 

Phone: __________________________________  Email: _____________________________________________    

I am a guest of: __________________________  I am a member of: ____________________________________  

□ I am interested in learning more about First Lutheran Church. 

The radio broadcast for today is given  
by Randy Hoghaug in memory of Kathy (Disse) Hoghaug  

whose birthday would be celebrated on October 13. 

Radio—Broadcast on KDLM 1340-AM and 93.1-FM at 10:00 AM. 
Webcast—Services are live-streamed on 
In Person—In the sanctuary Sundays at 8:30 AM or 10:45 AM & Wednesdays at 6 PM. 
Television—On Saturdays at 9:00 AM on Arvig Cable channel 14. 
Donate via text—Text amount with $ sign to 218-228-0042. (requires a one-time setup) 
Donate online at www.firstlutheranchurch.com/give 

Join Us For Worship 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
FALL WORSHIP TIMES & OFFICE HOURS—Fall hours have begun! On Sunday mornings, 
Traditional Worship is at 8:30 AM, Contemporary Worship is at 10:45 AM and on 
Wednesday evenings Worship is at 6 PM.  The fall/winter office hours are Monday 
through Friday 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 

WEDNESDAY EVENING SCHEDULE—Oasis Meal at 5:15 PM, Worship at 6 PM, Alleluia 
Ringers Practice at 6:15 PM, Faith Formation Hour from 6:30 to 7:30 PM and Jubilate 
Choir Practice at 7:15 PM.  

HOMELESS AND FIRE VICTIM NEEDS—Washer & dryer, freezer, car, clothing, toaster, 
beds & electric range.  

CHECK FOR VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES—Sign up to greet, usher, or read via the emails 
and texts sent out each week or via the sign-up sheets in the lower part of the church.  If 
you are not comfortable volunteering at this time, we understand.  Your health and safe-
ty is important to us. If we are unable to find volunteers due to reduced comfort levels, 
we may be unable to have greeters or ushers.  If you arrive and this is the case, please 
pick up your bulletin and communion on your own.  

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY—will be on Sunday, November 7th. If you have a loved one you 
would like remembered who has passed away in the past year, please submit a photo 
and name to the office by October 20th. The office has names and photos of all saints 
whose funerals were at First Lutheran this past year.  

FLCW NO BAKE, BAKE SALE—FLCW is holding a “No Bake, Bake Sale” which will be open 
to all members of First Lutheran!  Donations can be made payable to FLCW and left in the 
church office by October 31.  Simply donate an amount you would normally spend for 
supplies and baking.  Any amount is welcome and appreciated.  We thank you in advance 
for helping us as we try to help in so many areas of need locally, regionally and world-
wide. 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES—FLC is excited to once again offer Adult 
Faith Formation opportunities!  If you would like to check out the days and events availa-
ble, please pick up a yellow form on the table in the narthex.   

CREATION CARE UPDATE—On Sunday, November 21, representatives of the FLC Crea-
tion Care Team will share an update on the team’s work and projects during the Adult 
Faith Formation time (9:30 to 10:30 AM) between services.  Please watch for additional 
information on this opportunity. 

DIRECTORY PHOTOS—We are still accepting photos for the FLC photo directory.  If you 
would like to submit a photo, please email Melissa@firstlutheranchurch.com by Sunday, 
October 17.  We can also use your photo from the previous directory.  Just let the office 
know if that is what you prefer. 

MASK ARE NOW REQUIRED—With the sharp uptick in COVID cases in Becker County (as 
of the writing of this announcement, cases in our county have gone up over 400% since 
August 30th, and are nearing the peak levels we saw in the late Fall of 2020), with adult 
and pediatric hospital beds nearing capacity in our state, we are now requiring masks be 
worn for all indoor ministries and activities at First Lutheran Church for at least the 
next TWO WEEKS. We do this in order to help prevent transmission within our building 
as we continue our ministries. Taking this measure is consistent with state and federal 
public health recommendations, as well as the recommendations from our Northwestern 
Minnesota Synod.  Outside of requiring masks, our ministries and activities will continue 
as usual. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY ARV!!—It’s Arv Halvorson’s 90th Birthday on October 13th!  Help him 
celebrate during the fellowship hour today after church with coffee and donuts!  

Prayers for   
God’s People 

Prayers of Comfort  

to the family of


