
Persistence in prayer is encouraged by Jesus and wins the attention of God when Abraham intercedes for Sodom. The life of the baptized—to be rooted and built up in Christ 
Jesus—is to be nurtured with prayer. God hears and answers prayer and so strengthens God’s own. “When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me.”  

PRELUDE 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INVOCATION 

GATHERING HYMN Lord of Light ELW #688, vs 1, 3 & 4 
1  Lord of light, your name outshining all the stars and suns of space, 

use our talents in your kingdom as the servants of your grace; 
use us to fulfill your purpose in the gift of Christ your Son: 

Refrain:  Father, as in highest heaven, so on earth your will be done. 

3  Grant that knowledge, still increasing, at your feet may lowly kneel; 
with your grace our triumphs hallow, with your charity our zeal; 
lift the nations from the shadows to the gladness of the sun:   Refrain 

4  By the prayers of faithful watchers, never silent day or night; 
by the cross of Jesus, bringing peace to all and healing light; 
by the love that passes knowledge, making all your children one:   Refrain  

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
P/C: Gracious God, we confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are 
truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 
done and things we have failed to do. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
C:  Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray, and you gladly give 
more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us your abundant mercy. Forgive us those things that weigh 
on our conscience, and give us those good things that come only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen.  

MUSICAL MESSAGE Still Be My Vision, arr by Rebercca Belliston Janelle Maday & Craig Lunde  

FIRST READING Genesis 18:20-32  
Then the Lord said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave their sin! I must go down and 
see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me, and if not, I will know.” 

So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained standing before the Lord. Then Abraham 
came near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? Suppose there are fifty righteous within the 
city; will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? Far be it from you to do such a 
thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge 
of all the earth do what is just?”  

And the Lord said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake.” Abraham answered, 
“Let me take it upon myself to speak to my lord, I who am but dust and ashes. Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? 
Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” Again he spoke to 
him, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” Then he said, “Oh, do not let my lord 
be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” He said, “Let me take it 
upon myself to speak to my lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” 
Then he said, “Oh, do not let my lord be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the 
sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 
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RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 138 
R:  I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing your praise; 

C:  I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithful-
ness, for you have exalted your name and your word above everything. 

R:  On the day I called, you answered me; you increased my strength of soul. 

C:  All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord, for they have heard the words of your mouth. 

R:  They shall sing of the ways of the Lord, for great is the glory of the Lord. 

C:  For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly, but the haughty he perceives from far away. 

R:  Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies; you stretch out your 
hand, and your right hand delivers me. 

C:  The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever.  Do not forsake the work 
of your hands. 

SECOND READING Colossians 2:6-15  
As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to walk in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the 
faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 

Watch out that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the 
elemental principles of the world, and not according to Christ. For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you 
have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual 
circumcision, by the removal of the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; when you were buried with him in baptism, 
you were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. And when you were dead in 
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, 
erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers 
and authorities and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in it. 

R:  The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  ELW Page 205 
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word 
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 

GOSPEL Luke 11:1-13  
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John 
taught his disciples.” So he said to them, “When you pray, say:  Father, may your name be revered as holy. May your kingdom 
come. Give us each day our daily bread.  And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not 
bring us to the time of trial.” 

And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three 
loaves of bread, for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ And he answers from within, ‘Do not 
bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ I tell 
you, even though he will not get up and give him anything out of friendship, at least because of his persistence he will get up 
and give him whatever he needs. 

“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For eve-
ryone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. Is there 
anyone among you who, if your child asked for a fish, would give a snake instead of a fish? Or if the child asked for an egg, 
would give a scorpion? If you, then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heav-
enly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”  

P:  The Gospel of Our Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Lauryl Ivers 

SERMON Pastor Lauryl Ivers 

HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying  ELW #752 
Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH Apostle’s Creed 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-
fied, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body and the life everlasting. Amen.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
P: Lord in your mercy,  C: Hear our prayer. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

FAREWELL & GODSPEED TO SUSIE REITMEIER 

SHARING OF PEACE  
P: The peace of the Lord be with you.  C: And also with you. 

NOISY OFFERING Proceeds going toward Feed My Starving Children 
“Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) believes hope starts with food. As a Christian nonprofit, FMSC is dedicated to seeing 
every child whole in body and spirit. FMSC works with food distribution partners [around the world] that stay with com-
munities for the long haul, empowering them to move from relief to development…each meal costs less than 25 cents.”  

OFFERING & OFFERTORY HYMN Take My Life, That I May Be  ELW #686, vs. 6 
Take my love; my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure store; 
take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P/C: Loving God, receive this offering for the building up of your kingdom: the proclamation of your word and the 
loving of our neighbor. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
P/C:  Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen.  

SENDING HYMN Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing  ELW #545 
1  Lord, dismiss us with your blessing, fill our hearts with joy and peace; 

let us each, your love possessing, triumph in redeeming grace. 
Oh, refresh us; oh, refresh us, trav'ling through this wilderness. 

2  Thanks we give and adoration for your gospel's joyful sound. 
May the fruits of your salvation in our hearts and lives abound. 
Ever faithful, ever faithful to your truth may we be found. 

3  Savior, when your love shall call us from our struggling pilgrim way, 
let no fear of death appall us, glad your summons to obey. 
May we ever, may we ever reign with you in endless day. 

SENDING 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God. 

Ways to Give 

ONLINE:  firstlutheranchurch.com 
One-time, weekly, monthly or quarterly. Checking, savings or 

credit card.   (fees associated with credit card usage)  

TEXT:  218-228-3228—Text your donation amount to the number 
listed above and follow instructions that are texted to you.   

CHECK or CASH:  912 Lake Avenue, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 

Join us for Worship! 

RADIO  Broadcast on KDLM 1340-
AM & 93.1-FM at 10:00 AM. 
WEBCAST  Services  are live 
streamed on  
TELEVISION  Saturdays at 9:00 AM 
on Arvig Cable channel 14. 



Welcome Visitor! Date of Visit: ____________________________________________  

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________  

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 Street City State Zip Code 

Phone: __________________________________  Email: _____________________________________________    

I am a guest of: ___________________________  I am a member of: ___________________________________  

□ I am interested in learning more about First Lutheran Church. 

Altar Flowers 
The altar flowers for 
this Sunday are given 

in honor of Darrell 
Bauder’s Birthday and 
as a thank you to the 
Outdoor Flower Com-

mittee for the beautiful 
gardens & flower pots.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HOMELESS AND FIRE VICTIM NEEDS—Air Conditioners, Fans, Pressure Tank, & Toddler 
Bed Railings.  

BIBLE STUDY—Pastor Joe is leading a bible study entitled, “Summer Nights with the 
Old Testament.”  There will be three more  sessions:  July 25:  Wisdom Literature, & 
August 1:  The Prophets.  They will be held from 6:15 PM to 7:30 PM on the FLC lawn. 

FAREWELL POTLUCK—Please join us TODAY following the outdoor worship service for 
a salad and dessert potluck.  During the potluck we will celebrate and bid farewell to 
Business Manager, Susie Reitmeier, for her 11 years of faithful service to FLC. 

BLESSING OF ANIMALS—We invite you all to bring your pets on Sunday, August 14 to 
either worship service to be blessed.  All family pets are welcome, but only indoor pets 
at the 8:30 service please. 

BLESSING OF BACKPACKS—The blessing of backpacks will be held on Sunday, August 
21 at both worship services.  Please bring your backpacks so we can celebrate the start 
of the school year with you! 

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY—We will be welcoming our new members on Sunday, August 
21 at both worship services.   If you are interested in becoming a new member, please 
contact Mackenzie in the church office. 

WOMEN’S CONVENTION—The NWMN Synodical Women’s Convention will be held on 
September 16-17 at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Fergus Falls, MN.  Voting member 
registrations are due by August 8 and Non-voting registration is due no later than Sep-
tember 1. There is also a grant to cover registration fees for first time attendees. The 
grant and registration forms can be found at the volunteer table by the church office.  

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF SCHOOL KITS—School supplies are now on sale!  Items 
needed for the fall school kit drive are as follows:  70 Page Spiral Notebooks, 24 Packs 
of Crayons, Pencil Sharpeners & rulers.  Please place donations in the bin outside the 
church office. 

PRODUCE CART IS BACK—The produce sharing cart is now out for people who have an 
abundance of produce who would like to share!  Those who are looking for some extra 
veggies, feel free to stop by and take a look at what is available! 

THANK YOU—Arv Halvorson would like to extend a thank you to the congregation for 
their prayers and for the prayer shawl that he was given from the church.   

CELEBRATING KATHY LARSON’S RETIREMENT—A two day celebration is planned to 
celebrate the career of longtime Choral Director Kathy Larson.  On Saturday, August 13 
at 7 PM at the Holmes Theater in Detroit Lakes enjoy “A Career in Revue,” which will 
feature many memorable moments of the nearly 30 DLHS musicals Kathy directed. 
Ticket cost is $25 and all proceeds will go towards a scholarship in Kathy’s name.  The 
second chance to celebrate will be on Sunday, August 14 at 3:00 PM at the Holy Rosary 
Catholic Church in Detroit Lakes.   This will be a Mass Choral Performance by her past 
choir students.  Cost for the concert is free will donation and again all proceeds from 
Sundays event will go towards a vocal music scholarship in Kathy Larson’s name. 

CREATION CARE NOTE:  If your compost pile appears to be dead (dried out or 
moldy), it can reactivated by adding nitrogen sources (like grass clippings), 
turning 2 to 3 times a week, and keeping it moist.   

Prayers of Comfort  
to the Families of 

Prayers for  
God’s People 


