
First Lutheran Church 

GATHERING MUSIC 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INVOCATION 

GATHERING SONG All of Creation 
Separated until the veil was torn. 
The moment that hope was born and guilt was pardoned once and for all. 
I’m captivated but no longer bound by chains left in an empty grave. 
The sinner and the sacred resolved. 

Chorus: And all of creation sing with me now.  Lift up your voice and lay your burden down. 
And all of creation sing with me now.  Fill up the heavens, let His glory resound. 

When time has faded and we see Him face to face, 
every doubt erased.  Forever we will worship the King. Chorus 

Oh, oh, oh.  Oh, oh, oh.  Oh, oh, oh.  
Oh, oh, oh.  Oh, oh, oh.  Oh, oh, oh.  Chorus 2 times 

Oh, oh, oh.  Oh, oh, oh.  Oh, oh, oh 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
P/C: God our comforter,  like lost sheep, we have gone astray.  We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.  We 
seek revenge rather than making peace. We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.  We exploit the 
earth with our apathy and greed.  Free us from our sin, gracious God.  Listen when we call out to you for 
help.  Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.  Amen.  

SONG  OF PRAISE Your Words 
Let me hear Your words, above all other voices Above all the distractions in this world (2 times) 

For Your words bring life, And Your voice speaks promises 
Lord Your love offers more, Than anything else in this world 

Chorus:  Your words give us life that's never ending, Your words bring us love that never fails 
Everything else will fade away, But what will remain, are Your words. 

That I speak Your words, more than ours more than ever.  Let us share Your love with all the world  Chorus 

The grass will wither and the flowers will fall But the word of our God will last forever 
The grass will wither and the flowers will fall But the word of our God will last forever  Chorus 2 times  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
C: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out 

your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in 
times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen.  

FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:31-34  Reader:  Gail Colby 

Sunday, October 31, 2021 · 10:45 AM ·  Reformation Sunday 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-
changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. 

Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission.  
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RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 46 Reader:  Gail Colby 
R:  God is our refuge and strength,  a very present help in trouble. 

C:  Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 

R:  though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

C:  There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. 

R:  God is in the midst of the city;[b] it shall not be moved; God will help it when the morning dawns. 

C:  The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. 

R:  The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

C:  Come, behold the works of the Lord; see what desolations he has brought on the earth. 

R:  He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire. 

C:  “Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations, I am exalted in the earth.” 

R:  The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

SECOND READING Romans 3:19-28  Reader:  Gail Colby 
R:  The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God.  

GOSPEL READING John 8:31-36  
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark. C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON Pr. Lauryl Ivers 

SONG OF THE DAY Your Grace Finds Me 
It's there in the newborn cry, there in the light of every sunrise. 
There in the shadows of this light, Your great grace. 

It's there on the mountaintop.  There in the everyday and the mundane. 
There in the sorrow and the dancing, Your great grace, oh, such grace. 

Chorus:  From the creation to the cross, then from the cross into eternity. 
Your grace finds me, yes, Your grace finds me. 

It's there on a wedding day, there in the weeping by the graveside. 
There in the very breath we breathe, Your great grace. 

Same for the rich and poor, same for the saint and for the sinner. 
Enough for this whole wide world, Your great grace, oh, such grace. Chorus 

There in the darkest night of the soul, there in the sweetest songs of victory, 
Your grace finds me, yes, Your grace finds me. 

Your great grace, oh, such grace.  Your great grace, oh, such grace. 

The same for the rich and poor, the same for the saint and for the sinner. 
Enough for this whole wide world, Your great grace, oh, such grace.   

STATEMENT OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. 
Amen.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
P:  Lord in your mercy, C:  Hear our prayer. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heav-
en. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 

SHARING OF PEACE  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+46&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14620b


OFFERING & OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P/C: Loving God, receive this offering for the building up of your kingdom: the proclamation of your word and the 
loving of our neighbor. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

SENDING SONG We Believe 
In this time of desperation, when all we know is doubt and fear.   
There is only one foundation: we believe, we believe. 
In this broken generation, when all is dark You help us see. 
There is only one salvation, we believe, we believe. 

Chorus:   We believe in God, the Father. We believe in Jesus Christ. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, and He's given us new life. 
We believe in the crucifixion. 
We believe that He conquered death. 
We believe in the resurrection, and He's comin' back again.  We believe. 

So, let our faith be more than anthems, greater than the songs we sing. 
And in our weakness and temptations, we believe. We believe! Chorus 

Let the lost be found and the dead be raised in the here and now let love invade. 
Let the church live loud; our God will say, “We believe, we believe.” 

And the gates of hell will not prevail for the power of God has torn the veil. 
Now we know Your love will never fail.  We believe, we believe. 
We believe in God the Father. We believe in Jesus Christ. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, and He's given us new life. 
We believe in the crucifixion. We believe that He conquered death. 
We believe in the resurrection, and He's comin' back, He’s comin’ back again. 
He’s coming back again. We believe, we believe. 

SENDING 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE 

Welcome Visitor! Date of Visit: _____________________________________________  

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________  

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________  
 Street City State Zip Code 

Phone: __________________________________  Email: _____________________________________________    

I am a guest of: __________________________  I am a member of: ____________________________________  

□ I am interested in learning more about First Lutheran Church. 

July, Aug. Sept. Income $140,130.74 
July, Aug., Sept. Expenses $157,864.91 
 $-17,734.17 
 
Monthly Expense Total Monthly Income Total 
July $53,558.83 July $50,832.91 
Aug. $44,526.26 Aug. $43,536.84 
Sept. $59,779.82 Sept. $45,760.99 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
Radio—Broadcast on KDLM 1340-AM and 93.1-FM at 10:00 AM. 
Webcast—Services are live-streamed on 
In Person—In the sanctuary Sundays at 8:30 AM or 10:45 AM & 
Wednesdays at 6 PM. 
Television—On Saturdays at 9:00 AM on Arvig Cable channel 14. 
Donate via text—Text amount with $ sign to 218-228-0042. 

(requires a one-time setup) 
Donate online at www.firstlutheranchurch.com/give 

Join Us For Worship 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOOD PANTRY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED- November is First Lutheran’s month to help staff 
the Becker County Food Pantry; sign up sheet is in the binder on the volunteer table! Extra 
help is needed Thanksgiving week!  

BLANKET & PILLOW COLLECTION—The FLCW are collecting NEW standard size pillows and 
USED OR NEW blankets to donate to Churches United.   Please drop them off in the bins 
outside the church office. 

MASK REQUIREMENT CONTINUING—We will continue to require masks when inside the 
church building for an additional 2 weeks.  

CREATION CARE UPDATE—On Sunday, November 21, representatives of the FLC Creation 
Care Team will share an update on the team’s work and projects during the Adult Faith 
Formation time (9:30 to 10:30 AM) between services.  Please watch for additional infor-
mation on this opportunity. 

SHOEBOXES NEEDED—We are starting to collect shoe boxes for Christmas gifts again. 
Please bring any shoe boxes in good condition to the office.  

ADVENT CONCERTS—WEDNESDAYS in ADVENT concert series is back!  First Lutheran will 
host the Wednesdays in Advent series of  mini-concerts for the season of Advent. Concert 
dates and times are December 1, 8, and 15, from 12:05 PM to 12:30 PM each week. Musi-
cal performances will be given by a variety of area Musicians. Concerts will be offered both 
in person, and online through  live streaming. Masks will be required until further notice 
for in person concerts.  These concerts are free and open to the public! All are welcome to 
attend!  

VETERANS & MILITARY FAMILIES—In order to honor our First Lutheran military personnel, 
past and present, we would like to compile a list of names with branch and dates of ser-
vice. Please forward this information to the church office before Monday, November 8.   

HOMELESS AND FIRE VICTIM NEEDS—Washer & dryer, freezer, car, clothing, beds, dress-
ers, electric range, slow cooker & sandwich maker.  

CHECK FOR VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES—Sign up to greet, usher, or read via the emails 
and texts sent out each week or via the sign-up sheets in the lower part of the church.  

ORDER YOUR POINSETTIAS NOW! - The Advent and Christmas season is made more beau-
tiful when the church is filled with beautiful poinsettias. If you would like to share flowers, 
please complete a form, located in the church office, or on the table in the narthex. Cost is 
$12 per plant. Order deadline is December 14th.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED—Lutheran Social Services (LSS) is seeking volunteers to meet with 
older adults for friendly visits a few hours each week.  Our AmeriCorps caregiver volun-
teers meet at the homes of older adults and out in the community.  This gives family care-
givers a break to run errands, rest and recharge.  Everyone is invited to volunteer!  Volun-
teers receive training and no prior experience is required.  To qualify, you will need some 
availability each week and a reliable vehicle.  You also must be 17 years or older and pass a 
standard background check.  For more information contact Debi Retzlaff at 218.220.7517 
or debi.retzlaff@lssmn.org 

PRAYER REQUEST—Please pray for the family of Les Kertscher who passed away on Octo-
ber 26.  The family has planned a private family burial.  Please keep them in your prayers. 

LUTHERAN IMMIGRATION & REFUEE SERVICE—The LIRS organization creates resources to 
support congregations in living out the Biblical call to welcome the stranger.  This organiza-
tion provides immigrants and refugees with food, housing, clothes and essential needs, 
along with connections to programs and services to help them settle into their new com-
munities.  For more information or to donate directly to the LIRS go to LIRS.org/givehope 
OR drop a check in the offering plate with LIRS in the memo line. 

FLC CHRISTMAS STORE—We hope to have the Christmas Store this year, tentatively on 
December 11th.  We say “tentative”, because this ministry needs A LOT of volunteers to be 
carried out.  There have been modifications to how it will be run to help cut down on fami-
ly wait times and germs being spread.  (More info in the November newsletter)  If you are 
able to help, please sign up by the volunteer table outside the church office.  

Prayers for   
God’s People 

Prayers of Comfort  

to the family of


