
Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the man born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now 
I see,” declares the man. In baptism God opens our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. As David was anointed king 

of Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives.  

GATHERING MUSIC 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INVOCATION 

GATHERING SONG The Father’s House 
(Congregation please join the Worship Team on the Chorus) 

Sometimes on this journey, I get lost in my mistakes.   
What looks to me like weakness, is a canvas for Your strength.  
And my story isn’t over, my story’s just begun. Failure won’t define me, cause that’s what my Father does.  
Yeah, failure won’t define me, ‘cause that’s what my Father does.  

Chorus: Ooh, lay your burdens down.  Ooh, here in the Father’s house. 
Check your shame at the door, ‘cause it ain’t welcome anymore. 
Ooh, you’re in the Father’s house.  

Arrival’s not the endgame, the journey’s where You are.  You never wanted perfect, You just wanted my heart.  
And the story isn’t over if the story isn’t good.   Failure’s never final when the Father’s in the room.  
And failure’s never final when the Father’s in the room. Chorus 

Prodigals come home, the helpless find hope.  Love is on the move when the Father’s in the room.  
Prison doors fling wide, the dead come to life.   Love is on the move when the Father’s in the room  

Miracles take place, the cynical find faith that love is breaking through when the Father’s in the room.  
Jericho walls are quakin’, strongholds now are shakin’.  Love is breaking through when the Father’s in the room. 
Love is breaking through when the Father’s in the room. Chorus 2 times 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
P/C: Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 
power of sin. We have not loved you with our whole heart. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. In 
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown. Renew us and lead us so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.  

SONG OF PRAISE The Lord is My Shepherd 
(Congregation please join the Worship Team on the Chorus)  

The Lord's my Shepherd, I'll not want.  He makes me lie in pastures green. 
He leads my by the still, still waters, His goodness restores my soul. 

Chorus: And I will trust in You alone.  And I will trust in You alone. 
For Your endless mercy follows me, Your goodness will lead me home. 

He guides my ways in righteousness and He annoints my head with oil. 
And my cup, it overflows with joy, I feast on His pure delights. Chorus 

And though I walk the darkest path, I will not fear the evil one. 
For you are with me and Your rod and staff are the comfort I need to know.  Chorus  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
C: Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death for us, bring 
light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
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RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 23  
R:  The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

C:  He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters;  

R:    He restores my soul.  He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 

C:  Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they 
comfort me. 

R:  You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

C:  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my 
whole life long. 

P:  The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God.  

GOSPEL READING John 9:1-41  
P:  The Holy Gospel according to John.  C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON Pr. Lauryl Ivers 

SONG OF THE DAY Be Thou My Vision 
Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art; 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 

Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word; 
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord; 
Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son, 
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 

Chorus: Lord, You are more precious than silver, 
Lord, You are more costly than gold. 
Lord, You are more beautiful than diamonds, 
And nothing I desire compares with You. 

High King of Heaven, my victory won, 
May I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all. 

STATEMENT OF FAITH  Apostle’s Creed  
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spir-
it, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
P:  Lord in your mercy,  C:  Hear our prayer.  

SHARING OF PEACE  
P: The peace of the Lord be with you.  C: And also with you.  

NOISY OFFERING Becker County Food Pantry  
The Becker County Food Pantry serves as a resource for food and supplies for Becker County residents in need.  

February Noisy Total: $392.70 to Global Health Ministries!  

OFFERING & OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P/C: Loving God, receive this offering for the building up of your kingdom: the proclamation of your word and the 
loving of our neighbor. Amen. 



COMMUNION  

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the pow-
er, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Distribution 

Post Communion Blessing & Prayer 
C: Gracious God, at this table you have nourished our body and soul with food and drink. As you have been 
food and drink for us, transform us to be food and drink for one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen.  

BENEDICTION 

SENDING HYMN Battle Belongs  
When all I see is the battle, You see my victory. 
When all I see is the mountain, You see a mountain moved. 
And as I walk through the shadow, Your love surrounds me. 
There's nothing to fear now for I am safe with You. 

Chorus: So when I fight, I'll fight on my knees, with my hands lifted high. 
Oh God, the battle belongs to You. 
And every fear I lay at Your feet.  I'll sing through the night. 
Oh God, the battle belongs to You. 

And if You are for me, who can be against me? 
For Jesus, there's nothing impossible for You. 
When all I see are the ashes, You see the beauty. 
When all I see is a cross, God You see the empty tomb. Chorus 

Bridge: Almighty Fortress, You go before us. 
Nothing can stand against the power of our God. 
You shine in the shadow, You win ev’ry battle. 
Nothing can stand against the power of our God.  (Repeat Bridge Twice) 

Chorus — Oh God, the battle belongs to You! 

SENDING 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God.  

Welcome Visitor! Date of Visit: _____________________  

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________  

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________  
 Street City State Zip Code 

Phone: _________________________________________  Email: ________________________________________    

I’m a guest of: ____________________________ I’m a member of:  _____________________________________  

□ I am interested in learning more about First Lutheran Church. 

Ways to Give 
ONLINE:  firstlutheranchurch.com—One-time, weekly, monthly or quarterly. 

Checking, savings or credit card.  (fees associated with credit card usage)  

TEXT:  218-228-3228—Text your donation amount to the number listed above & 
follow instructions that are texted to you.  (We suggest you add the phone number 

above as a contact in your phone for future use.) 

CHECK/CASH:  912 Lake Avenue, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WALK TO JERUSALEM—Hooray!  We have reached Jerusalem and are on our way back 
home.  We are now going back through Egypt.  We have several weeks yet until Easter, so 
don’t stop the journey yet!  Let’s continue and see how close we can get to Detroit Lakes 
again.  Keep up the great work, hand in your miles each week.  Enter your miles/minutes 
each week by dropping off the log sheet next to the world map in the Narthex, emailing 
them to denise@firstlutheranchurch.com, or go to the weekly update email and hit the 
tab under the Walk to Jerusalem information.  Maybe we can reach DL again before East-
er!   

MARK YOUR CALENDARS—Please save the date for the Youth Pie Auction which will be 
held on Sunday, March 26.  Sign up to donate pies at the volunteer table! 

DO I STAY CHRISTIAN BOOK STUDY—We will discuss Brian McLaren’s new book, Do I Stay 
Christian? A Guide for the Doubters, the Disappointed, and the Disillusioned (2022). The 
five-week book discussion will take place in the Church Library at 11:00 AM on Wednesday 
mornings during Lent: March 8—April 5.  For more information, contact Gary Goreham at  
701-200-6583.  Books can be ordered by contacting Gary for $24.  All orders for a book 
need to be into Gary by February 20th.  

WEDNESDAY LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICES—We will be offering 12:05 PM and 6 PM Ser-
vices on Lenten Wednesdays.  These services began Ash Wednesday and will continue 
each Wednesday through March 29.  A free will offering meal will be offered following the 
noon service and the usual Wednesday night Oasis meal will be served before the 6 PM 
worship service beginning at 5 PM. 

UPC LABEL COLLECTION—Please save UPC box labels from Our Family Brand groceries for 
Rebekah Circle. For every 500 we get $25. Funds raised will go toward the Becker County 
Food Pantry and the FLC Agape Fund. There is a basket in the dining room closet you can 
place them in.  

PERSONAL CARE KITS—The WFLC will be collecting items for Personal Care Kits this 
Spring!  Items needed are as follows:  Light weight bath towels, Bath size bar soap (8 to 9 
oz), Adult size tooth brushes, Sturdy combs (no picks), & Metal nail clippers.  There will be 
a collection tote by the office to donate any of these items.  Thank you for your help in our 
effort to help aid the unfortunate.  Everyone is encouraged and welcome to help.  

CREATION CARE NOTE 

13 percent of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions 
are from the production and transportation 
of food.  You can help combat this number 

by buying locally, growing your own food, or 
buying your food in bulk. 

Join us for Worship! 

RADIO:  Broadcast on KDLM 1340-AM & 93.1-FM at 10 AM. 

WEBCAST:  Services  are streamed on  

TELEVISION:  Saturdays at 9 AM on Arvig Cable channel 14. 

Prayers for  God’s People 

Prayers of Comfort  
to the family of

Maundy Thursday—12:05 & 6:00 PM 

Good Friday—12:05 & 6:00 PM 

Easter Sunday—8:30, 9:30 & 10:45 AM 
All services will be offered in-person & online.   

Those who prefer to join us online via  


