
 

 

UPCOMING:  
 

October 2 & 16 

Theology on Tap  

 

October 8 & 12  

Adult Faith 
Formation: Learning 
to Love & Serve Our 
LGBTG+ Neighbors  

 

October 13 

Church Office 
Closed 

 

October 13 

No Oasis | Fall Break  

 

October 12 & 19 

No Kids Fellowship  
Fall Break   

 

October 23 

High School FREE 
Lunch  

 

October 26 

Reformation Sunday  

Installation of Pastor 
Matthew  

The First  
Messenger  
October 2025  

EXPANDING WALLS, EXPANDING MINISTRY  
By Pastor Joe Skogmo, Lead Pastor  
 
Dear friends, 
The community of First Lutheran Church in Detroit Lakes made a historic decision at a 
congregational vote on Sunday, September 14th, 2025. We are moving forward with a 
bold building endeavor. And this endeavor is no surface patch; it is neither Band-Aid 
nor quick fix, but a colossal project that will serve the next century of First Lutheran and 
beyond.  
 
Iõll be honest with you, I entered our congregational vote not really knowing what to 
hope for, even with some trepidation. I knew addressing our buildingõs shortcomings 
was paramount and urgent, but the price tag caused me great pause. I did not know 
what the ôrightõ decision would be, but I trusted the Spiritõs presence and therefore the 
discernment of the community, the Body of Christ. And here we are, the community 
has spoken, and now we step forward together into a monumental task that will take 
all hands on deck. This project will expand and move our dining room, provide a new 
kitchen, address mechanical challenges, and create accessible classrooms and multi-
purpose ministry spaces for a thriving youth and family program and community life. 
The estimated cost is $6.9 million. A massive investment, but one rooted in faith and 
vision.  
 
To be sure, First Lutheran has always been more than a building; it is a living witness to 
Godõs love in Christ, carried by you, the people of God, who worship, welcome, serve, 
and grow together. Yet even Scripture shows us that sacred spaces matter ð whether 
the tabernacle in the wilderness or the house churches of the early church ð because 
they are vessels for Godõs people to gather, to be fed, and to be sent. Our calling is 
clear: to open doors to life in Christ. And now throughout this campaign, we pursue a 
big dream for how our physical space can better embody that calling. 
 
We take this bold and historic step for the future, but to also address current challeng-
es that are real and pressing. Our building does not meet the current scale of our min-
istry. Our classrooms are outdated and inaccessible, and the whole education wing is 
inefficient. Our kitchen and fellowship hall barely accommodate the routine ministries 
that flow through them. On Wednesdays alone we are on track to serve more than 
4,500 community meals this year, and average Wednesday attendance already  
surpasses the capacity of our fellowship hall.  
 
Continued on next pageê. 

Opening doors to life in Christ. 



 

Presidentõs Message | by Tom Neuenfeldt 

Dream Big Capital Campaign 
 
òDo not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God.ó (Phillipians 4:6) 
 
By now you have probably heard about Dream Big: Expanding Walls, Expanding Ministry. Discussions and 
meetings about our ministry needs have resulted in a decision to move forward with a capital campaign to 
expand our facility. No doubt about it, this is a large undertaking. Using a sports metaphor, this is a long-
distance run, not a sprint. 
 
While our Capital Campaign team is actively working to help us attain our goals, make no mistake we are in 
this together and all of us have a part to play in this effort. Big gifts and small gifts will all help us achieve 
success. 
 
Years ago, in another congregation, I was serving on the Stewardship Team. After a Fall pledge drive, I was 
tasked with writing thank-you notes to those who submitted a pledge card. The team was insistent that all 
those who submitted a pledge should receive a thank-you. As you might expect, there was an assortment of 
gift amounts, some large, some not so large, some indicated a modest increase from the year before, some 
pledges indicated the same amount as the previous year, and some people decided to decrease the amount 
they had previously given. However, one pledge stood out to me. A young woman with cognitive disabili-
ties, had turned in a pledge card for the first time. She had pledged 25 cents a week. The story of the wid-
owõs mite from Mark 12:41-44 came to mind. I have no idea what the young womanõs income was, yet she 
had decided to support her churchõs mission through her sacrificial offering. And yes, she got a thank-you 
note for her gift promise. Gifts of all sizes matter in support of ministry. 
 
I hope and pray that each of us will discern and pledge to support this capital campaign OVER AND ABOVE 
our usual weekly and/or monthly gifts to support the ongoing ministries of FLC. 
 
The success of our four-year campaign determines how we move forward with expansion plans. Commit-
ment Sunday is November 16th, and Commitment Wednesday is November 19th. 
 
Donõt be anxious. Stay focused in prayer. Remember to thank God for the many blessings in your life. 
 
òYou, Lord, are all I have, and you give me all I need; my future is in your hands.ó (Psalm16:5, GNT) 
 
See you in Church! 

...Continued from page one 

Funerals can sometimes bring in 300 or more people into our space and we regularly host neighbors from 
Sons of Norway, to voters in elections, to blood drives, area non-profit meetings, and more. On that note, 
remember that an investment in First Lutheran is never just for ourselves ð it is also an investment in our 
community of Detroit Lakes.  
 
This is all why we now launch our Dream Big: Expanding Walls, Expanding Ministry campaign. The $6.9 million 
plan before us is bold, risky, and faithful. Likely before we move forward with financing or breaking ground, 
we will have to meet a $5 million campaign goal in cash and pledges. So, this moment will require prayer, 
generosity, and sacrifice. 
 
This moment is not simply about bricks and mortar, it is about space to grow, room to gather, and service to 
our neighbor. It is about the work of the gospel now and for generations to come. We are not building for 
ourselves alone, but for those yet to walk through our doors, to sit at our tables, to hear the gospel, and to 
find belonging in Christ.  
 
Together, for the next 100 years of First Lutheran and Detroit Lakes, we will dream big. The capital campaign 
is upon us, so look forward to more prayerful invitation and communication of what comes next. God bless 
you.    
Peace,  
Pastor Joe Skogmo 



 

My name is Matthew Rossler and I am elated to be the newest Associ-
ate Pastor that will be serving and learning with you all in the times 
ahead! I was born in Paynesville Minnesota, to my parents, Clifford and 
Lou Ann, and my older sister, Leslie. In my early years, my family moved 
from Paynesville, Minnesota to Mason City, Iowa graduating from there 
in 2015. That same year I attended Luther College in Decorah Iowa, 
where I double majored in History and Religious Studies, graduating in 
2019. It would be after that I began my studies at Wartburg Theological 
Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa where I received my full M.Div. in the spring 
of 2023, and would be ordained a full minister on October 16th, 2023. It 
would be at Wartburg Theological Seminary in my final year that I 
would meet my now fiance, Dorothee Caspari, or òDoroó for short. I 
have most recently completed a call to a two point rural parish in Deco-
rah, Iowa between 2023-2025 
God and the Lutheran Church have 
played great roles in my life, and to 
this day I owe both of them my ser-
vice and love. Both of my parents 
instilled a strong love of God and 
regular church worship, which has 

lasted to this day. I fondly remember coming by their offices everyday 
after high school to ask questions about theology, God, faith, even phi-
losophy at times. After a couple of months of this questioning, one of 
my pastorõs encouraged me to go to seminary, to find out more. I am 
pretty sure that this was meant to be a joke, but I took it to heart, and it 
has led me to where I am today.   

To say that I am excited to be returning to my native Minnesota 
is a bit of an understatement, it is a place that I still call home despite my 
time away. I enjoy the wilderness and am honing my angler skills. My 
other hobbies include reading high fantasy novels, especially those of 
the Warhammer universe, collecting hats, and playing table top role 
playing games. I also have a deep love of assembling models and paint-
ing them, if you ever want to hear about that, get comfortable!  
 
Peace and Blessings, 
Pr. Matthew Rossler 
 

We are Pleased to Introduce to Youê. Pastor Matthew Rossler!  

Mark your calendar for December 6, thatõs when FLCs Children's Christmas Store will be open for shopping!  

* In the mean time we are accepting donations of new & gently used gifts for all ages. (unfortunately, 

we are not able to accept clothing) Please bring donations to the drop-off box, located in the church of-

fice.  

* Check out our Amazon wish list using our QR code! 

* We will be needing volunteers to help with set-up, gift wrapping, helping kids shop, 

and more! Watch for more information on volunteering coming soon!. 

* For more information on The Childrenõs Christmas Store Check out the display outside 

of the church office or contact the Broadsho family at: melissalynnjohnson@yahoo.com 

Children's Christmas Store  



 

If you have any questions or concerns, or want more info, contact Olivia at: 920 -860-4655 or 

Youth & Family Ministry | By Olivia Sauer, Youth & Family Ministry  

SEPTEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Rally Sunday & Wednesday 
Thank you to all who made Rally Sun/Wed possible. Psst, that means you! I know I had a blast, and hope you 
all did too. We are in the thick of this programming year now, and oh how I have missed it. I'm looking for-
ward to another amazing year with all of our FLC children and youth! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dream Big Building Campaign 
This past month, as a congregation, we voted to move forward with our Dream 
Big building campaign. As most of you know, this is a HUGE project, so we need 
everyone's help, including our children and youth. As part of this campaign, all 
children and youth were given a small offering box to take home. Parents are 
asked to help their child(ren) and youth(s) collect coins or bills over the next few 
weeks. For instance, a portion of an allowance or birthday money can be placed in the 
Offering Bank. Offering boxers are then brought back on commitment Sun/Wed to be 
presented with the adult commitments.  
 
This is a great opportunity to help teach our child(ren) and youth(s) about Christian 
giving. We give joyfully to support Godõs mission and ministry through First Lutheran 
Church. Our offerings make a difference as we reach out to all Godõs children with the 
good news of Jesus Christ and Godõs great love for our world. 
 

OCTOBER NEWS 
October 8- Kindergarten Service Project - Helping those in Crisis - EMS 
                  Held on Wednesdays 6:30-7:30 in the chapel; Parents & guardians are en-

couraged to                         attend with their child. 
October 13 - FLC Office Closed; Indigenous Peoples Day 
October 15 -  MEA Break; NO Oasis, Worship, or PreK-12th grade programming  
October 23 - FREE High School Lunch w/ Pr. Joe 

All FLC high school students who are able to leave campus during lunch are invited to join Pr. Joe 
and other church staff at Pizza Ranch for a free lunch! 



 

Youth & Family Ministry  
 
PreK Service Project  
In September, some of our littlest friends at FLC had the opportunity to participate in a service project that 
focused on helping the hungry. With the help of the Becker County Food Pantry, we made birthday boxes. 
These boxes have all the essentials to throw an awesome birthday party for any age. 
 

 
Looking Ahead 
November 12 -  Turkey Bingo 5:00-7:30pm. More info. coming. This will be the only event taking place, No 
   Worship or PreK-12th grade programming  
November 16th and 19th - Commitment Sunday/Wednesday 

During worship, along with adult commitments, children and youth should bring back their Dream 
Big offering boxes to be added to our building campaign.  

November 26th - Thanksgiving Break; NO Oasis, Worship, or PreK-12th grade programming 
November 27th - FLC Office Closed; Thanksgiving 
 
 
Upcoming PreK-5th Service Projects, ô25-õ26 
Service Projects are held on Wednesdays from 6:30-7:30pm in the chapel.  
Parents and Guardians are encouraged to attend with their child. 
 
November 5th - 3rd Grade - Helping the Homeless 
January 14th - 4th Grade - Helping the Elderly 
February 4th - 5th Grade - Helping Victims of Abuse 
March 18th - 2nd Grade - Helping Animals 
April 22nd - 1st Grade - Helping out Planet 
 



 

Adult Faith Formation | 2025-26 Educational Session  

AUGUST 2025 FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT  

 
Budget Revenue, YTD:  $103,447.00 

Actual Revenue, YTD:    $86,587.49 

Favorable/(Unfavorable):   ($17,059.51) 

ò. . . learning to love and serve our neighboró 
Sisters and brothers in Christ, we are called to live out and practice our faith by loving, serving, and includ-
ing our neighbor.  This call challenges us to develop an understanding and break down barriers in hopes of 
seeing all as equals.  òOur identity in Christ reshapes how we view and treat others, fostering a community 

where all are included.ó (Christ in the Home, June 2025).  
 

Designed to òfoster a communityó here at FLC that is inclusive and loving, please plan to attend these 
monthly learning opportunities that are being planned and sponsored by the Adult Faith Formation team:    

 
 

OCTOBER 
Learning to Love and Serve Our LGBTQ+ Neighbors 
When/Where: 6:30 to 7:30pm on Wednesday, October 8; Fellowship Hall - or-     
   10:30 to 11:30am Sunday, October 12; FLC Library 
Presenters: Olivia Sauer and Paul Haarstick  
Topic Summary: As followers of Christ in the ELCA, we are called to love all our neighbors with compassion 
and humility.  Paul and Olivia invite us to explore and learn the history of LGBTQ+ people and their relation-
ships with the ELCA and the greater Church.  Learning about their stories, understanding the unique chal-
lenges they face, and discovering practical ways to offer welcome, respect, and support ð together, letõs re-
flect on how our Christian faith leads us beyond acceptance and into active, Christ centered love and ser-
vice. 

 
NOVEMBER 

The Way Through:  Healing, Leadership, and Loving Our Neighbor in the Places We Live 
When/Where: 6:30 to 7:30pm on Wednesday, November 12; Location TBD  
                         10:30 to 11:30am on Sunday, November 23; FLC Library 
Presenter: Dr. Julie Smith-Ylilniemi, PhD, licensed professor counselor; Assistant Professor ð University of 
North Dakota (Indigenous Health); over a decade of experience in education, mental health, and leadership 
development with a focus on healing, Indigenous values, and advocacy; Detroit Lakes School Board Member 
Topic Summary . . . We will explore how our personal and collective healing from cultural and intergenera-
tional trauma can deepen our capacity to love and serve others.  Using stories, reflection, discussion, and 
Indigenous perspectives weõll consider how faith, spirituality, place, and leadership intersect ð and how we 
can live out our call to care for our neighbors with courage, compassion, and authenticity.   

 
 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY  
Mental Health and Depression 
When/Where: 10:30 ð11:30am on Sunday, February 1 in the FLC Library  
Presenter: Dr. Jonathan Aligada  
Topic Summary: To Be Announced 
 

Mark your calendar . . . 
Hope to see you there! 

WE CARE RECEIPTS 

 Save your Central Market! The 
Ruth Circle is collecting receipts 

and turning them in for $$$. 

Money raised goes toward the 

Circle's ongoing support of local 

ministries and organizations. A 

collection basket is outside of the 

church office.   



 

¢Ƙe Quilters are hard at work this 
fall making quilts to be used lo-
cally, nationally and internation-
ally. We have two frames at 
which the quilts can be tied. One 
is a stand-up frame set on top of 
chairs. The quilters stand around 
the frame and tie the 3 layers to-
gether. The other frame is a sit-
down frame. One or more quilt-
ers can sit comfortably and tie 
the layers together. Often, the sit
-down frame is not in use. If you 
can tie a knot, prefer to sit and 
enjoy fellowship, 
please join us.  

Piecemakers | by Deb Ormseth  

Hello from the Stattelmans.  ñ  Kari & Joe, Shayla, 
Haley, Josie and Callie 
 
We moved to Detroit Lakes in 2006 from the Man-
kato area, shortly after we moved here we started 
attending First Lutheran Church. Pastor Dave and 
Joy were our neighbors and were so very welcom-
ing and we loved the childrenõs programming. 
 
Joe and I have been married for 22 years and have 
4 daughters. Shayla the oldest is attending the 
University of North Dakota for mechanical engi-
neering, Haley is attending M | State for Business 
and owns the Oõfer Sweet Ice Cream Truck, you 
may see (or hear) her traversing the streets of 
Becker and Otter Tail Counties in the summer 
months. Josie is a Freshman at DLHS and Callie a 
7th grader at DLMS. 
 
You can find us on Wednesday evenings at wor-
ship, during the week we are cheering on our girls at their activities, and in our off time we enjoy spending 
time with our family, going to Lake Sybil or heading to Joeõs parentõs farm. 
 
If we havenõt met, please say HI! 

Making Connections | Meet the Stattlemans!   



 

NOISY OFFERING TOTALS 

The August Noisy Offering total, going to: Becker County DAC is $873.03 

The September Noisy Offering went to the FLC Youth & Family Ministry. 

In October the Noisy Offering will go to Churches United for Christ.  

FLC Financials   

Reminder: when giving memorials to the FLC Foundation or FLC Quilters, please make separate checks. 

MEMORIALS 
Thank you to those who gave in honor or memory of their family and friends.  

 
AGAPE  
In memory of Larry Buboltz, given by  Wade & Holly Dutton, Lynn & Beverly Hummel, Dan & Loree Alverson, 
     Les & Norma Perry, Terry & Sandi Kemmer, Roy & Peggy Hammerling,  
In memory of Kristi Ritter, given by Marlys Douglas 
 
BUILDING  
In memory of Larry Buboltz, given by Deryk & Beth Ann Funkhouser 
In memory of Jeff Ritter, given by Ardys Horner 
In memory of Kristi Ritter, given by Ardys Horner 
 
DREAM BIG  
In memory of Larry Buboltz, given by Beverly Jacobson 
 
GENERAL  
In memory of Larry Buboltz, given by Lynne & Cameron Hanson 

HOSPITALITY   
In memory of Kristi Ritter, given by Cindy & Jim Bruflodt 

 
KITCHEN 
In memory of Kristi Ritter, given by Rick & Shan Manke 
In memory of Tom Tovson, given by Debbie & Glenn Disse 
 
MUSIC  
In memory of Larry Buboltz, given by Marilyn Tinjum, Howie & Carla Hansen 
 
RADIO  
In memory of Larry Buboltz, given by Cliff & Jan Adkins 
 
UNDESIGNATED 
In memory of Larry Buboltz, given by Gail Colby, Carol & David Moe, Dorothy Grage, Lyle & Wanda Dahl, 
    Darrin & Nancy Bjerke, Rick & Shan Manke, Debra Knutson, Doreen Tollefson, 
    Jim & Laurie Ostrom, LeAnn Grabow, Judie Cherry, Janice Ness, Brad & Ginny 
    Klein, Cindy & Jim Bruflodt, Rebecca Rudel & KO Arneson, Kurtis & Laurie Fong, 
    Bill & Deborah Wickum, Arvella Lang, Michael & Marjorie Berg, Scott & Susan 
    Busker, Kristine & Jon Riewer, Devin & Dawn Hovland, Dorian Olson 
In memory of Kristi Ritter, given by Gene & Eloyce Gaffney, Ron & Karen Offutt, Gayle Seter, Garnet Hultgren, 
    Becky Mallow, LuAnn & Mike Siekas 

YOUTH & FAMILY ACTIVITIES  
In memory of Larry Buboltz, given by David & Elaine Hedman  
In memory of Pastor Arnie Walker, given by Donald & Norma Smith Family 



 

Rally Sunday & Rally Wednesday  


