
   

 

Volume 31 August 2022 Issue 8 

August Highlights 
Blessing of the Pets ······························· August 14th 

Blessing of the Backpacks ······················ August 21st 

New Member Sunday······························ August 21st 

Healing Service ····································· August 28th 

What’s Inside? 

Action Corps Page 6 

Calendar Page 14 

Children/Youth News Page 11 

The Link (WFLC) Page 12 

Memorials Page 13 

Pastor Joe’s Message Page 2 

Pastor Lauryl’s Word Page 3 

Parish Health Page 7 

Pillars Page 5 

President’s Post Page 4 

CHURCH KITCHEN  
CLEAN UP 

Thursday, August 18 

More info on Page 5 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS  
August 21st  

at both services 
(More information on page 11.) 

Check out the President’s Post on page 4 
for exciting FLC updates and info! 

Sunday, August 21 
(More information on page 5) 



 2 

 

There are a LOT of transitions and significant projects swirling right now for FLC, so it is hard to know where to start this 
newsletter. So, get ready for a whirlwind of an article with relatively little linear cohesion. Consider this a little bit of in-
formation ‘birdshot,’ in other words! Here goes: 

Susie’s retirement is all at once a seismic moment of celebration, gratitude, and grief, all while requiring necessary logis-
tical attention: hiring strategies, Personnel/Vision Council/Staff coordination, back up plans, transition plans, budgetary 
assessments, onboarding procedures for Susie’s replacement, etc.  Eleven years of relationships, leadership, and ministry 
is hard to replace and hard to process! There is no replacing Susie, to be sure, but God always promises to make all 
things new: new for Susie and new for us, and we put our trust in that. 

Our building and grounds continue to be evaluated for immediate maintenance projects while also being evaluated for 
the long-term future ministry of FLC. In other words, as we evaluate our building needs, we have to think simultaneously 
about the next 100 days and the next 100 years!   

This is an enormous task for your Building and Grounds Team and your Vision Council. What structural gaps do we need 
to close as soon as possible? Why? How much? Which bid? How do we pay for it?  Alongside those questions: who is FLC 
going to be in 5 years? 10 years? 100 years? How should we invest in our building accordingly? These are challenging 
questions to answer, but I think we’re engaging them the right way: by committing to collective wisdom, through prayer, 
by deferring to various experts, engaging strategic planning, thinking practically and thinking theologically, etc. In other 
words, our lay leadership is tackling these questions comprehensively and faithfully. 

Addressing our building needs and dreams will almost never be as quick as we’d like since there are many moving parts, 
but also because serious and impactful discernment takes time. Be sure to check out President Nathan’s article in this 
month’s newsletter for more on current and future building endeavors. 

Additionally, I’m really excited about the work of the Stewardship Team. Their ministry includes annually selecting the 
Noisy Offering beneficiaries, computing and assessing the financial trends of FLC, brainstorming and implementing strat-
egies that cultivate and invite sustained generosity in our congregation, while also providing standby assistance for capi-
tal campaigns that our building projects above may require. They meet quarterly and are also looking for two new mem-
bers! It’s a great group and I would love it to hear from you if you are interested!   

Meanwhile, our Vision Council maintains general oversight of all the above and much more. On top of finalizing person-
nel and building decisions, the VC is leading us in strategic planning. We’re about to enter the next stage of that process. 
The Cottage Meeting feedback period closed in mid-June and the feedback is currently being consolidated and organized 
for evaluation, and to be eventually presented back to the congregation with the ultimate goal of using it to inform par-
ticular action plans for our ministries. This is a very ‘data analytics’ stage in the process, but it truly is exciting to see 
some patterns in the feedback emerge! 

In other news, the staff has just completed its annual development day where we reflected on the past year and tried to 
think critically and theologically about the year to come. We assessed cottage meeting feedback as our main project 
while also organizing the calendar for the upcoming year. I am enormously proud of our staff. They care deeply about 
this place and the people of FLC. 

All the while, our routine ministries continue: folks in need continue to stop into our office and receive a ministry of pres-
ence, referrals, a meal, a bus ticket, a gas voucher, a food voucher, and more all because of your generosity and our ex-
cellent staff; we continue to plan for the programmatic year in Youth and Family Ministry; weddings, funerals, and spe-
cial events roll on, we continue to endeavor to provide meaningful and faithful worship each week alongside fellowship, 
service, and education opportunities. 

I do not think that busyness is an inherently virtuous quality. I think busyness can slip into shallow and aimless obses-
sions with productivity and appearances. That said, I feel our busyness right now is headed a faithful and hopeful direc-
tion. It feels like ‘something’s brewing,’ so to speak, and I look forward to the coming programmatic year! 

Peace, 
Pastor Joe 

Update from Lead Pastor Joe Skogmo 
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Update from Pastor Lauryl Ivers, Associate Pastor 

Prayer – it’s always a good season to talk about our life of prayer!    And I 
hope you have some good “pray-ers” in your lives!    Years ago, I remem-
ber seeing my mother’s small group of prayer partners gather to pray 
with and for each other.   They encouraged and comforted and celebrat-
ed with each other when they needed that, and like all of us, they need-
ed that!   I could see it made my mother more confident, more at peace, 
and more able to share the creative and spiritual gifts God gave her.    

Last week, as I prepared to leave my sister, in her locked unit of the 
Nursing Home, she reached out and said, “Wait, I need to pray for you.”  
And with her Bible in her lap, and a freshly copied Bible verse to read 
and give me, she prayed a heartfelt prayer for God’s blessings.    Later 

that day, I was surprised to run into a friend of my mother’s while shopping for a treat in my favorite candy store in 
Fargo.  My treat was heavenly – she hugged me and asked, “Can I pray for you?”.   And right there in the store, she 
prayed – she is a gifted pray-er, and is known in her church as an “intercessor for the church”- and her beautiful and 
faithful prayers filled me with love!   These two pray-ers inspire me to offer prayer to others more boldly.    

Taking time for prayer, and praying with and for others, is a bold act of resistance to the discouragement and despair 
and divisions of this age.   Because it connects us to God’s eternal power and love, your prayer holds the hope of Jesus’ 
love and holy care for you and for those who receive your prayer.  As the recipient of prayers that have brought mirac-
ulous healing and grace, I encourage each of you to not only pray often yourself, but to find people around you – your 
friends, your family, people from your church – with whom you can pray.   Maybe ask someone today – “Can I pray for 
you?”   Your prayer can change a life, really!   I look forward to hearing your stories about prayer! 

May God bless you all, 
Pastor Lauryl 

“…. In all your prayers ask God for what you need, always asking with a thankful heart.  And God’s peace, which is far 
beyond human understanding, will keep your hearts and minds safe with Christ Jesus.”    (Philippians 4:6-7). 

We received a nice thank you from Churches United! Thank you for your generosity and your support to the 
Homeless Shelter! They are the Shelter we first connect with to see if they have openings when someone is seeking 
Shelter. Please continue to support their needs! Check out all they are doing! https://www.churches-united.org/ 

https://www.churches-united.org/
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President’s Post 
Update from Vision Council President Nathan Olson 

Wow, I am amazed how much slower my 
body recovers from physical activity as I 
age. This truth became even more evident 
during a recent camping trip to Itasca State 
Park, where Brennan and I biked, hiked, and 
swam our way through the park. The next 
few days after the trip, I had to lay low and 
let my body recover from all the activity. 
And this made me realize that I really need 
to start doing more to maintain my health 
or there is a good possibility I won’t be able 
to do the things I love in the future. 

And just like our human bodies, buildings need maintenance. In my June newsletter article, I hinted at some of the 
maintenance issues our church buildings and grounds were facing. At the Vision Council meeting in July, we took the 
first steps toward addressing some of these issues by approving up to $225,000 to be spent on repairing the HVAC 
(mainly the cooling functionality) in the sanctuary and repairing the brick near the outdoor worship area. Church 
leadership did not make this decision without much discernment. This decision came about after multiple meetings 
over the past several months, of both the Vision Council and the Buildings and Grounds Committee, as well as 
consulting with a professional engineer to provide us options regarding the HVAC. 

There were also consultations with masonry professionals regarding the brick work. Because of the supply issues that 
seem to plague everything in our lives right now, if we enter into an agreement with a contractor in the coming 
months, they can work on obtaining supplies and plan for the work to begin in September 2023. The Buildings and 
Grounds Committee and Vision Council thought it would be best to start scheduling this work now, otherwise we may 
be into the year 2024 before any work is done to address the brick issues. 

For those who like details, the estimated costs breakdown to $110,000 for the HVAC (Heating, Ventilation, and Air 
Conditioning) and $70,400 for the brick work. Add in some money for any potential surprises ($44,600) and you get the 
$225,000 overall potential cost. In order to fund this work, we are evaluating financing options and Vision Council will 
choose the option that makes the most financial sense. We ask you for your continued prayers for the members on the 
Buildings and Grounds Committee and the Vision Council as we embark in this work, prayers that we will get favorable 
bids for the projects, prayers that the financial climate will stabilize, and of course prayers for your financial generosity. 
I understand that these repairs are not “jazzy”. No one ever stands and looks at an HVAC unit and says, “Wow! Look at 
the beauty!”. But if you are so moved to assist with the cost of these repairs, please contact the church office. Or if you 
have any fundraiser ideas, please talk to a Vision Council member or one of our pastors. 

In other news, we have been searching for a Church Business Manager for approximately one month, due to our 
beloved Susie retiring at the end of July. Much work has been done by our Personnel Committee and Pastor Joe, and I 
am glad to say that we have found a qualified candidate who has accepted the position. A start date is still being 
worked out but if all goes well, we are on track to have minimal time without a Business Manager. Once they are 
established in their position, I will let them introduce themselves in their own words. 

In closing, I would like to thank all our staff and the people who continue to serve on committees that help conduct 
important work for our church. A lot of progress has been made this past month on several issues and it couldn’t have 
been achieved without these people. Please keep all of them in your prayers and if you are feeling called to get 
involved, reach out to myself, Pastor Joe, or Pastor Lauryl to discuss where your gifts could be utilized. 
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Ministries that support our pastors and one another  
in faith growth through worship and fellowship. 

By, Mackenzie Hamm 

Wow, can you believe it is already August! Summer has gone too fast!  

NEW MEMBERS! We are so excited to welcome new members here at First Lutheran 
church! We will be welcoming them on Sunday, August 21 during both church services. 
During fellowship between the worship services, we will be introducing the new members 
to the ministries offered here at First Lutheran. Please come help us welcome them to the 
First Lutheran Family. Please contact the church office if you would like to become a new 
member.  Visit our website for the new member information and to complete the 
membership form:  www.firstlutheranchurch.com/membership 

WE NEED YOU! 
We have so many ministries here at First Lutheran Church. These ministries cannot 
happen without amazing volunteers like you! Please consider joining a team to help out 
where you feel called and provide joy for others! For a list of all the ministries and ways 
you can get involved, check out our website or contact the church office!  I’ll highlight a 
few ministries below which are in need of volunteers: 

Oasis Team: 
Help prepare and serve pizza & salad to families each Wednesday evening throughout the programmatic year. This 
meal is open to everyone! The Oasis nights will be starting in September with the meal served from  5:15 PM to 6:00 
PM.  If you would like to be a part of this wonderful team of individuals, please contact the office! We need you!! If you 
can’t help every Wednesday, and would like to rotate we will work with you!  

Worship Assistants:  
It takes many people to help make church feel welcoming and inviting to all who attend. We hope you are enjoying the 
church sermons and worship services. If you are feeling called to be an Usher, Greeter, Reader, Altar Guild Member, 
Communion Server, Sound Technician, Fellowship Server, etc.  We are always looking to add people to the pool of those 
who volunteer to help on Sundays and Wednesdays. Please reach out to the office and I will make sure I give you 
direction and guidance to help you feel comfortable in the role you are choosing to participate in. Call me or stop in 
anytime! There is also a binder with all the “responsibilities” upstairs in the Narthex, or you can look at the ministries 
online at www.firstlutheranchurch.com/serviceinworship.   

Service to your community: 
Many people mentioned in the Cottage Meetings that they were interested in getting involved with serving their 
community. If that was you, call me! We have many opportunities weekly and I could use some help. Call to see if 
something would fit into your schedule. Check out our website for more ideas:  www.firstlutheranchurch.com/
servicetothecommunity 

Kitchen Cleaning Day: August 18th! - Our Kitchen is in need of a deep clean. Can you help?  We are doing two shifts:  
 8 AM to 12 PM & 12 PM to 4 PM. Many hands will help get our Kitchen looking great before we start up again with 
Oasis Meals!  Sign up for a shift using this link:  https://flcdl.breezechms.com/form/d06d98. 

May you find your spiritual and divine gifts given to you and bless them with the world,  
Mackenzie Hamm, Support Ministries Coordinator 

https://www.firstlutheranchurch.com/membership
https://www.firstlutheranchurch.com/serviceinworship
https://www.firstlutheranchurch.com/servicetothecommunity
https://www.firstlutheranchurch.com/servicetothecommunity
https://flcdl.breezechms.com/form/d06d98
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‘Action Corp’ Monthly Hospitality Teams 

Action Corps serves the Coffee Fellowship time on Sunday mornings, provides desserts for funerals and serves other 
congregational events.  

The month you are on Action Corps, you will be called by your Action Corps leader to see when and how you would like to 
participate. For Sunday mornings: You can serve (set-up, serving and/or clean up).   You can donate food items or you can 
donate money to purchase food items.  You will only be called as the need arises for funerals & other events.  

We accomplish big things when everybody does a little bit! Thank You!! 

Each family/person has a 3-month quarter in which they will be called upon for serving. If you know which Sunday you would 
prefer to help serve during Sunday Coffee Fellowship time, please contact your leader and let them know! Call the office, 847-
5656, if you would like to change the season in which you serve. 

Marlys Douglas 

Scott Duenow 

Emma & Tanner Duncan 
Jeremy Feist & Paige Jagol 

Nathaniel & Christine Gerdes 

Richard & Sandra Hanson 

Marilyn Hedstrom 
Matthew & Diana Hedstrom 

Robert & Cynthia Hilgers 

James & Beverly Jacobson 

Mike & Cheryl Kohler 

Rebecca Mallow 

James & Diane McCormack 

Larry & Kathleen Mickelberg 

David & Carol Moe 
Markus & Destany Okeson 

William & Deb Ormseth 

James Ramstad 

Delbert & Nora Saarinen  
Nick & Michele Schons 

Scott & Andrea Sonstegard 

William & Christine Tesch 

Justin & Kimberly Wegleitner 

David & Judith Wood 

September Leader:   NEEDED 

Charlotte Bergeron 

James & Susan Biewer 

Stefan & Michelle  Bischof 
Clarene Blom 

Patricia Bollig 

Steven & Linda Bollig 

Scott & Susan Busker 

Mark & Janel Christen 

Matthew & Teaira Christen 

Theodore & Lynn Cihak 

Arlen & Brenda Cummings 
Russell & Mavis Davis 

Grace Dunham 

Barry & Judy Fewson 

Samuel & Shelly Foster 

Steven Fuhs 

Louanne Gerdes 
Daniel & Serena Gigstead 

Robert & Kaitlin Guetter 

Mark Gunderson 

Robin Hilde 

Sharon Hill 

Darin & Becky Itzen 

Luke & Christine Karlgaard 

Shawn & Candice King 
Dave & Diane Knopf 

Justin & Amy Knopf 

Brian Kotschevar & Sharon Syvertson 

Alan Lunde 

Henrietta Malchow 

Lorraine McCawley 
Brandon & Krystal Meyer 

Brant & LeAnn Mouw 

Nicholas Omberg 

Diana Pearson 

Edna Mae Pearson 

Joseph  & Krista Pihlaja 

Travis & Lindsay Romine 

Rodney & Shirley Searls 
Mark & Carla Solem 

Charles & Joanne Thompson 

Matthew & Mindy Wilson 

James & LaValle Andersen 

Ruth Balega 

Harriet Barrett 
Joseph & Kimberly Bergquist 

Larry & Adrienne Buboltz 

Greg Buckley 

Sonny & Dawn Chase 
Shari Cole 

Gloria Dahlen 

Rebecca DePree 

Don & Kay Dimond 

Philip & Margaret Doll 

August Leader:  David & Carol Moe 
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Parish Health 
Denise Gaard    218-847-5656    denise@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Did you know?   
Every year, thousands of people develop symptoms of heat-related illnesses, such as 
heat exhaustion or heat stroke.   

Tips for staying well in the summer heat and humidity  

Minnesotans treasure their summers. Yet enjoying the outdoors in the heat and humidity can cause 
issues such as dehydration, heat exhaustion, swelling or heat stroke. Older adults are particularly at 
risk for these issues because their bodies can’t regulate temperature as well as they used to. 

Heat stroke is the most serious of these. Get medical help right away if you have these symptoms: 
high temperature of 104+ degrees, fast breathing or shortness of breath, high heart rate, feeling 
confused or nausea. 

Tips to prevent heat and humidity-related issues:   

1. Drink plenty of liquids. Water is best. 
2. Try to keep your home as cool as possible. Use fans and air conditioners and close shades or 

blinds. 
3. Find a cool place. If your home is too hot, consider spending time at a mall, movie theater, 

community center, library or at a friend’s house that has air conditioning. 
4. Avoid going outside during the hottest hours (generally between 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.). 
5. Limit outdoor activities and dress for the weather. 

As always, talk with your healthcare provider about any concerns you have or if you experience new or 
different symptoms. 

Source: National Council on Aging/Mayo Clinic  

Do you have a musical message you would like to share this summer or know of 
someone that would?  Perhaps you have a relative visiting that would like to share 
their talents with us.  If you or someone you know are interested, please contact 
the office or Karen Bimberg at karen@firstlutheranchurch.com.  

PLEASE SHARE YOUR MUSICAL GIFTS WITH US! 

DONATE VEGGIES & FRUIT TO THE FOOD SHELF! 

To donate produce to the Food Shelf, please bring your garden’s extra fruits and 
vegetables to FLC on Monday and Wednesday evenings. Pickup will be on Tuesday, 
Thursday morning. Please place items by the FLC produce cart. If you have any 
questions, call Scott Sonstegard or Jim McCormack. 

mailto:karen@firstlutheranchurch.com
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The Band: 
Lead Vocals – Emma Duncan 

Supporting Vocals – Emily Olson 

Keyboard – Karen Bimberg 

Guitar – Rich Johnson, Ryan Brodsho and Don Bridgers 

Bass – Dean Eklund 

Drums – Shawn Nygaard 

Saxophone – Rich Johnson 

WORSHIP IN 
THE PARK 

With 

First Lutheran 
Church’s 

Worship Team 
from 

Detroit Lakes, MN 

  

WHERE: 

Edmore City Park 
Edmore, ND 

DATE: 

Saturday, August 13
th

 

TIME: 

Potluck starts at 5pm 

Band starts at 6pm  



 9 

 

SEEDS 

Written by, Patti Cummins 
“Now may our Lord Christ Himself and God our Father, who has loved us and 
given us eternal comfort and good hope by grace, comfort and strengthen 
your hearts in every good work and word.” 2 Thessalonians 16-17 

My garden yielded a bumper crop of carrots last year. This year I enriched 
the row with compost and manure, scattered the seeds and bedded them 
down with soil as always. An early summer storm produced copious amounts 
of rain and high winds that night. In the morning, I checked the garden for 
run-off, and it looked undisturbed by the previous night’s acrobatics. Shortly 
after that, a glance out a window caught a cluster of birds rising above the 
feathery asparagus that screened my view of the carrots. I caught a glimpse 
of the birds again two days later. 

When seedlings emerged from the other rows, only 1 carrot nudged its way 
out of the soil. Eventually, another handful of carrot fronds popped out on the 
row’s fringes. Evidence of the birds’ visit became apparent (last year they got 
most of my beet seed). It was too late to re-seed, so thoughts of another vigorous carrot harvest faded. 

A flock of birds took a rest-stop in my garden on the way to their final destination, and they totally disrupted my plan. Life has a 
way of doing that. Changes in location, war, fires and floods, loss of home, diagnoses entailing medical treatment, a pandemic, loss 
of or major change in a job, an unplanned pregnancy, miscarriage, death of loved ones, divorce, abuse, addiction, affliction. I never 
know what life will throw my way, but I do know this – I have never had to go through it alone. At times, remembering that and 
refocusing on the hope and strength I have in God may not have been instantaneous. In those times, I have benefited from the 
encouragement, support and love I’ve received from others. I hope that with God’s help, and an open, listening heart, I can also 
provide those things to others facing disruption in their life. 

My plans will encounter other challenges before I’m through this journey called life, but I know that wherever that takes me, God 
and my faith family will be with me on the path. In prayer and His word, I am given strength for the disruptions, and a vision and 
hope for the future  

I should still get enough carrots to make a batch or two of soup to freeze for winter. But the almost bare row in my garden kept 
nudging me, and I wasn’t sure what to do with it. At the fourth place on my search through local greenhouses, I discovered some 
very healthy, well-established watermelon plants. They now grace my garden in the hope they will delight my great-
granddaughter, whose favorite fruit is – watermelon! 

Churches United is excited to report that Moorhead applied for 
and received American Rescue Plan Funds to complete funding 
for the Silver Linings housing unit. This project had been fully 
funded prior to the pandemic-related inflation. Ground breaking 
should go forward soon. Yeah! 

Churches United also received a grant for shelter rehab from 
the state of Minnesota to update the HVAC and electrical 
systems, add a boiler, fix the roof, and complete the 8 new 
rooms for families, and open up new rooms for medical respite.  

The Silver Linings housing and new family and respite room projects will open up opportunities to provide the 
necessary supplies and amenities needed, such as linens, cleaning equipment and supplies, and kitchen supplies like 
coffee pots, dishes, pots and pans.  

Current financial support is needed as they open their doors to the community again, so those without housing can 
come in to cool off (now) or warm up (it's coming) and possibly get a meal. 

Increased needs for families continues, and Churches United explores all avenues to assist them, including keeping 
them in their current homes. Ongoing support is always needed, as their reserves are reported in number of days. 
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A Note from Don Bridgers 
Our vocation, as Pastor Lauryl shared in her sermon a few weeks ago, is a response to God’s act of love towards us. The 
cross was an act of restoration and the return of the life giving divine presence, the forgiveness of sins and a new life 
on the other side of the cross. Christ’s victory over sin and death needs to be implemented in every sphere. It’s a 
sizable task. How do I begin? I begin by finding my Christian vocation. Here’s an example of how it works.  

The morning of Saturday, June 25th was one of disorientation, confusion and disbelief. At Ten o’clock the previous 
night our cottage on Cotton Lake was in the path of an EF2 tornado. The next morning, Janet and I went out to survey 
the damage. Trees the size of a 2 car garage were lying sideways blocking South Cotton Lake Road, uprooted by the 
storm and leaving several six foot deep holes in the ground. Equipped with only my chainsaw, shovel and a 
wheelbarrow, I came to the realization that I wasn’t up to the task that lay in front of me. Disorientation lead to 
bewilderment. Bewilderment led to despair. I’ll be cutting and hauling till October. I needed help. That’s when Tim and 
Sue pulled up in their pickup.  

Tim and Sue are long time members of Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Frazee. Tim looked at us and said, “You need 
help. I have the equipment. We can start today”. The expression on his face was one of compassion and the tone in his 
voice had the ring of sincerity. I knew then that the man standing before me was fulfilling his Christian vocation. Tim 
had the equipment and the skill to make things right so that Janet and I could put this tornado damage behind us. He’s 
also one of hardest workers I’ve ever met.  

I have to mention, so that the picture is clear, that Tim and Sue were actively seeking out people in need on that 
Saturday morning. An “If-they-need-help-they’ll-call-me” attitude isn’t adequate to fulfill one’s vocation in a situation 
like this.  

Where in scripture am I called to Christian vocation? People a lot smarter than me have guided me through the rather 
dense passage in John chapter sixteen. That’s where Jesus announces to the confused disciples the coming of the Holy 
Spirit on the night before his crucifixion. The general idea is that the Holy Spirit will work with them (and subsequently 
us) regarding sin, justice and judgement. We then become the antidote to the failings of our broken world.  

If I go too deep into this passage, I quickly get over my head. Fortunately I don’t have to because I have an example to 
follow. Tim and Sue, I believe, were willing to be used by God as his ambassador to take one small step to make things 
right. They used the skills and talents God gave them and simply applied them in a crisis situation.  

Now it’s my turn.  

The new books are shelved, including a couple new additions: 

Hey! Christians Have a Sense of Humor, Too! - Good clean fun is what this book is all about! 
You'll find these pages packed with jokes and cartoons to brighten your day and share with 
others. Along with chuckles about church and funny reflections on Christian life, there are 
loads of laughs and witty words designed to lower your stress and lift your heart. There's 
nothing like humor to keep daily annoyances in perspective - right where they belong! Sit back, 
relax, and let the smiles begin! 

Love Without Limits - Jacqueline A. Bussie (speaker at the NW MN 
Synodical Women's Organization this fall) Every day, millions of people 
lament the loss of civility, respect, and hope, and they wonder if it's 
possible to cultivate a love big enough to overthrow hate and heal our 
hurts. With courage, authenticity, and relevance, Jacqueline A. Bussie 
proclaims, "Yes! It's possible!" and urges readers to widen love's 
wingspan and to love as God loves--without limits or exceptions. 

Another copy of Through the Life of a Child Into the Heart of the Spirit 
is coming but will be in limited circulation as it has become very 
difficult to find. You will be able to access it by contacting Patti 
Cummins (patticummins@live.com) once it arrives. 

New Additions to the Library! 
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By Emma Duncan, Youth & Family Ministry Director 

TIME TO REGISTER FOR YOUTH & CHILDREN’S MINISTRY FALL PROGRAMMING!! 
Time to Register!! 3yrs old-5th Graders, please register on the FLC website for ei-
ther Sunday or Wednesday School!   ALL 6th-12th Graders need to register online 
for Conformation and youth programming! Head to the Youth Ministry Page and 
click on the correct age registration! 

 

 

All Ages are welcome to our Blessing of the Backpacks Service! This will be a celebration of all of 
the students heading back to school this fall! Please bring your backpacks and yourselves for a 
blessing on August 21st at either service! 

Last month I applied for a 
Community Poverty Grant 
though the Northwestern 

Minnesota Synod to help with 
our ministry to provide shelter, 
food and help with needs that 
are creating barriers for many 

people here in our local 
community. I am happy to 

announce we received $800 
dollars from the NW MN Synod 

Hunger Team.  

This is fantastic news as we are 
feeding the hungry almost daily 
here at First Lutheran Church.  

-Mackenzie  
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The Link 
Update from the Women of First Lutheran Church—Written by Norma Smith 

This message came across Facebook recently.  I spend 
very little time on there, but this caught my attention!  
Just today on this bright sunshining day as we were 
going to the garden seeing the sweet corn fully tas-
seled was beautiful to me.  My 5 year old great-
granddaughter visited recently and decorated my 
house placing all the stuffed animals here and there.  It 
is these little things in life that tend to bring happiness. 

I hope you’ve been collecting school supplies.  Items 
needed are below.  For those not wanting to shop, we 
welcome monetary donations. 

I received a Faith in Action bulletin urgently requesting quilts and kits needed in Syria, Lebanon, Tanzania, El 
Salvador, Armenia, Honduras, Congo and South Sudan.  These quilts and all kits mean so much to these peo-
ple.  Whether its a disaster or poverty we must keep sending what we can.  More LWR will be sent again in 
December. 

Register now for the NWMN Women’s Synod Convention being held at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Fer-
gus Falls on September 17-18.  The business meeting is on Friday, but I urge you to register for Saturday on-
ly—Cost is $75.00.  A Communion Service will be led by Bishop  William Tesch.  The keynote speaker is Dr 
Jacqueline Bussie, Author, Professor, Theologian and public speaker.  She wrote, Outlaw Christian and Love 
without Limits.  The fee also includes lunch and coffee breaks.  We plan to meet at church at 7:30 AM to share 
rides. 

Ardys Horner is again assembling baskets for the Silent Auction.  Money raised is used to send delegates to 
the Triennial Convention in 2023.  Suggested basket ideas for those interested in donating  are:  Christmas, 
Thanksgiving, golf, devotional.  You can check with her for more ideas as well. 

September is the time to reorganize and begin new series of Bible Study and leadership.  If you are planning to 
participate this a good time to start.  New leadership is really needed.  Age has taken a toll on Circles and Co-
Council.  First Lutheran is too big of a church to let the women's groups fade away, so please if you are able 
and willing please step up. 

Coming August Events: 
• August 2nd  Rachel Circle meets at 2 PM in the Library 
• August 9th  Rebekah Circle meets at 9:30 AM in the Conference Room 
• August 11th Ruth Circle meets at 11:30 AM in the Dining Room 
• August 17th Co-Council meets 9:30 AM in the Conference Room 

I hope you all are enjoying the summer.  Grace and Peace from Norma Smith 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF SCHOOL KITS 
School supplies are now on sale!  Items needed for the fall school 
kit drive are as follows:   

• 70 Page Spiral Notebooks 
• 24 Packs of Crayons 
• Pencil Sharpeners 
• Rulers 

Please place donations in the large box by the church office.  
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MUSIC FUND 
In Memory of: Del Hultgren 

Given by:  Ruth Tovson 

Given by:  Ruth Price 

Given by:  Gene & Eloyce Gaffney 

UNSPECIFIED FUND 
In Memory of: Del Hultgren 

Given by:  Joanne Carlson 

In Memory of: Esther Lindgren 
Given by:  Betty Fischer 

WFLC FUND 
In Memory of: Esther Lindgren 

Given by:  Ted & Holly Heisserer 

Given by: Fern Brown 

RADIO FUND 
In Memory of: Unspecified 

Given by:  Elyda Handegaard 

AGAPE FUND 
In Memory of: Patrick Horner 

Given by:  Patti Cummins 

FOUNDATION FUND 
In Memory of: Janet Johanson 

Given by:  Arlene Olson 

In Memory of: John Hoeglund 
Given by:  Lynn & Bev Hummel 

In Memory of: Unspecified 
Given by:  Mary Lou Anderson 

GENERAL FUND 
In Memory of: Patrick Horner 

Given by:  Diane & Jim McCormack 

In Memory of: Patsy Sumner 
Given by:  Gene & Eloyce Gaffney 

KITCHEN FUND 
In Memory of: Patrick Horner 

Given by:  Jean & Wayne Benson 

Given by:  Ardys Horner 

In Memory of: Jan Johannson 
Given by:  Adrienne & Larry Buboltz 

FLC acknowledges with grateful appreciation these 
memorials which have been received this past month. 

CELEBRATING KATHY LARSON’S RETIREMENT—A two day celebration is 
planned to celebrate the career of longtime Choral Director Kathy Larson.  On 
Saturday, August 13 at 7 PM at the Holmes Theater in Detroit Lakes enjoy “A 
Career in Revue,” which will feature many memorable moments of the nearly 
30 DLHS musicals Kathy directed. Ticket cost is $25 and all proceeds will go 
towards a scholarship in Kathy’s name.  The second chance to celebrate will be 
on Sunday, August 14 at 3:00 PM at the Holy Rosary Catholic Church in Detroit 
Lakes.   This will be a Mass Choral Performance by her past choir students.  
Cost for the concert is free will donation and again all proceeds from Sundays 
event will go towards a vocal music scholarship in Kathy Larson’s name. 

Blessing of the Pets! We invite you to bring your pets to be blessed at 
both the 8:30 AM and 10:30 AM Worship Services on Sunday, August 14. 
Please only bring indoor domesticated animals to the indoor service. Both 
large outdoor and indoor pets are welcome at the 10:30 service.  

SYNOD ROAD TRIP—The Synod Staff is coming to us on Wednesday, August 31 at Trinity Lutheran 
in Detroit Lakes.  Come for a light meal and conversation starting at 5:30 PM.  This will be an 
opportunity to spend time together and share a meal, give thanks for the ministries and missions 
in our area, build new relationships and strengthen existing ones and talk about our generous God 
and our shared mission and ministry. 



 14 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

31 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Baptism:  Augustus & Lazuli  

  8:30a  Traditional Worship 
10:30a  Contemporary Worship 

1 
 

5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

5:30p  Tae Kwon Do, Rec Rm  
6:15p  Summer Bible Study  

2 
 

  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
10:00a  LSS Morning Out, Lib 
  2:00p  Rachel Circ, Library 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
  6:00p  NA Meeting, Library 
  6:00p  Worship Tm Reh. 
 

  
 

 

3 
 

6:30a  Men’s Bible Stdy, Hol. In. 
10:00a  Oak Crossing Worship 
11:00a  YFM Meeting 
  4:00p  Father’s Project 

4 
 

  8:00a  Women’s Bible St, Lib 

5 
 

12:00p  AA, Lib 
12:00p  Prayer Team, Chapel 
  5:30p  Tae Kwon Do, Rec Rm 

6 
 

 

7 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Communion 
Baptism:  Maristuen Family 

  8:30a  Traditional Worship 
10:30a  Contemporary Worship 
 

8 
 

5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

5:30p  Tae Kwon Do, Rec Rm 
 

 

  

9 
 

  8:30a  Quilters, Rec Rm   
  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
  9:30a  Rebekah Cir, Conf. Rm 
10:00a  LSS Morning Out, Lib 
  2:00p  Linc Park/Winch Worship 
  4:00p  Sons of Norway—Din Rm 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
  6:00p  NA Meeting, Library 
  6:00p  Worship Tm Reh. 

 10 
 

 6:30a  Men’s Bible Stdy, Hol. Inn 
10:30a  Pelican Landing Devo. 
11:00a  YFM Meeting 
  4:00p  Father’s Project 

11 
 

   8:00a  Women’s Bible St, Lib 
11:30a  Ruth Circle, Din Rm 

   

12 
 

12:00p  AA, Library 
12:00p  Prayer Team, Chapel 
  5:30p  Tae Kwon Do, Rec Rm 

13 
 

  7:00p  A Career in Revue 
 
 
 

  
 
  

14 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Blessing of the Pets 

  8:30a  Traditional Worship 
10:30a  Contemporary Worship 
  3:00p  Mass Choral Perform. 

15 
 

5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

5:30p  Tae Kwon Do, Rec Rm 
  

16 
 

  8:30a  Quilters, Rec Rm 
10:00a  LSS Morning Out, Lib 
  2:00p  Office Staff Mtg 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
  6:00p  NA Meeting, Library 
  6:00p  Worshp Tm Reh. 
 
    

17 
 

6:30a  Men’s Bible Stdy, Hol. In. 
  9:30a  Co Council, Conf. Rm 
10:00a  Ecumen Worship 
11:00a  YFM Meeting 
  4:00p  Father’s Project 
 

18 
 

   8:00a  Women’s Bible St, Lib 
  8:00a  Kitchen Cleanup Day 
   

  

19 
 

12:00p  AA, Library 
12:00p  Prayer Team, Chapel 
  5:30p  Tae Kwon Do, Rec Rm 
 

20 

 

21 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Communion 
Blessing of Backpacks 
New Member Sunday 

  8:30a  Traditional Worship 
10:30a  Contemporary Worship 

22 
 

5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

5:30p  Tae Kwon Do, Rec Rm 
  

23 
 

10:00a  LSS Morning Out, Lib 
  2:00p  Office Staff Mtg 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
  5:30p  Vision Council, Din Rm 
  6:00p  NA Meeting, Library 
  6:00p  Worship Tm Reh. 

24 
 

6:30a  Men’s Bible Stdy, Hol. In. 
11:00a  YFM Meeting 
12:30p  Hospitality Team Mtg 
  4:00p  Father’s Project 

25 
 

  8:00a  Women’s Bible St, Lib   
 
  
 

 
 
 

26 
 

12:00p  AA, Library 
12:00p  Prayer Team, Chapel 
  5:30p  Tae Kwon Do, Rec Rm 

27 
 

 
 
 

28 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Healing Service 

  8:30a  Traditional Worship 
  9:30a  Sun/Wed Teacher Orien. 
10:30a  Contem Outdoor Worship 

29 
 

5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

5:30p  Tae Kwon Do, Rec Rm  
 

30 
 

10:00a  LSS Morning Out, Lib 
  1:00p  Adult Faith Formation Mtg 
  2:00p  Office Staff Mtg 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
  6:00p  NA Meeting, Library 
  6:00p  Worship Tm Reh. 
  6:00p  Sun/Wed Teacher Orien. 

31 
 

6:30a  Men’s Bible Stdy, Hol. In. 
11:00a  YFM Meeting 
  4:00p  Father’s Project 
  5:30p  Synod Visit, Trinity Luth. 

1 
 

  8:00a  Women’s Bible St, Lib 

2 
 

12:00p  AA, Lib 
12:00p  Prayer Team, Chapel 
  5:30p  Tae Kwon Do, Rec Rm 

3 

August 
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Congregational Staff 

Lead Pastor:  
Pastor Joe Skogmo pastorjoe@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Associate Pastor:  
Pastor Lauryl Ivers pastorlauryl@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Youth and Family Ministry Director 
Emma Duncan emma@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Support Ministries Coordinator: 
Mackenzie Hamm mackenzie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Communications  Director: 
Melissa Christianson melissa@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Information Technology/Media: 
Cory Oswald cory@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Parish Nurse:  
Denise Gaard denise@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Worship Music Coordinator:  
Karen Bimberg karen@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Adult Choir Director:  
Kathy Larson klarson@detlakes.k12.mn.us 

Bell Choir Director:  
Carla Hansen Hansencarla62@gmail.com 

Missionary Pastor: Rev. Chandran Paul Martin 

Worship is broadcast on KDLM-1340 AM and on  
93.1 FM Radio each  

Sunday Morning at 10:00 AM. 
 

Worship is also webcasted on the church website 
www.firstlutheranchurch.com. 

 
Worship is also broadcast on T.V. on Saturdays at 9:00 AM  

on Arvig Cable channel 14. 

The First Messenger 
First Lutheran Church 

912 Lake Avenue 
Detroit Lakes, MN  56501 

Volume 31  Issue 8 
Non-Profit Organization 

The First Messenger is published monthly and 
mailed to the members and friends of First Lutheran 
Church.  The purpose of this publication is to inform 
the congregation of church   activities and upcoming 
events.  Articles for publication are to be submitted 

to the church office by the 20th of each month. 

Office Hours: 

Winter Hours  
(Labor Day to Memorial Day) 

Monday—Friday 
8:30 AM to 4:00 PM 

 

Summer Hours  
(Memorial Day to Labor Day) 

Monday—Thursday 
8:30 AM to 4:00 PM 

Fridays  
8:30 AM to Noon 

 

Office Phone:  847-5656 
Fax Phone:  847-7009 

flc@firstlutheranchurch.com 
www.firstlutheranchurch.com 

Vision Council 

President:  Nathan Olson 
President-Elect: Gail Colby 
Secretary:  Deanne Udby 

Treasurer:  Tom Neuenfeldt 

Erin Erickson, Scott Sonstegard, Carla Solem,  
Todd Gaard, Tanner Duncan, & Kari Stattelman 

Foundation Board 

President:  TBD 
President-Elect: TBD 

Secretary:  Patti Cummins 
Treasurer:  Susan Schaffer 

Shar Arvig, Ryan Manke, Les Perry, Les Perry, 
Lynn Schulberg, Don Busker & Pam Orth 


