First Lutheran Church

Sunday, August 30, 2026, 8:30am 14th Sunday after Pentecost

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds in
God’s words the delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words about
suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find their lives in losing them. Such sacri-
ficial love is described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the lowly and not
repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that we might offer our-

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
INVOCATION

GATHERING HYMN | Son of God, Eternal Savior! | ELW #655, vs 1, 3-4
1 Son of God, eternal Savior,

source of life and truth and grace,

Word made flesh, whose birth among us

hallows all our human race,

you our head, who, throned in glory,

for your own will ever plead:

fill us with your love and pity,

heal our wrong, and help our need.

3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us,
King of love and Prince of peace;
hush the storm of strife and passion,
bid its cruel discords cease.

By your patient years of toiling,

by your silent hours of pain,

quench our fevered thirst of pleasure,
stem our selfish greed of gain.

4 Son of God, eternal Savior,
source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us
hallows all our human race:
by your praying, by your willing
that your people should be one,
grant, oh, grant our hope's fruition:
here on earth your will be done.

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

P: Merciful God, C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love; in your great compassion blot out
our offenses. Release us from the guilt and shame we carry, and renew a right spirit within us. Teach us
your ways, and uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus
Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.

MUSICAL MESSAGE | Are You Washed in the Blood?/Count Your Blessings
Greg Hayes, Gretchen Hendrickson, Judy & Max Maxwell

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Gracious God, C: We thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the world.
Humble us by His example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow your com-
mands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. AMEN



RESPONSIVE PSALM | Psalm 26:1-8

R: Vindicate me, O LoRbD, for | have walked in my integrity, and | have trusted in the LORD without wavering.
C: Prove me, O LORD, and try me; test my heart and mind.

R: For your steadfast love is before my eyes, and | walk in faithfulness to you.

C: I do not sit with the worthless, nor do | consort with hypocrites;

R: | hate the company of evildoers and will not sit with the wicked.

C: 1 wash my hands in innocence and go around your altar, O LORD,

R: singing aloud a song of thanksgiving and telling all your wondrous deeds.

C: O Lorp, | love the house in which you dwell and the place where your glory abides.

SECOND READING | Romans 12:9-21

®Let love be genuine; hate what is eV|I1, hold fast to what is good; '® love one another with mutual affection;
outdo one another in showing honor. ** Do not Iaq in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. " Rejoice in
hope; be patlent in affliction; persevere in prayer. 3 Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality
to strangers. '* Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. ** Rejoice with those who re-
joice; weep with those who weep. ®Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with
the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. ' Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thou 9gh‘r for what
is noble’in the sight of all. ' If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. " Beloved,
never avenge yourselves but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; I will re-
pay, says the Lord.” ?° Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; |f they are thirsty, give them something
to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” ' Do not be overcome by evil, but over-
come evil with good.
R: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION | ELW pg. 205

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.

Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL | Matthew 16:21-28

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 16th Chapter. C: Glory to you, O Lord.

21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suf-
fering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised.
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to
you.” 2 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are setting
your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

*Then Jesus told his d|SC|pIes ‘If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and take up their
cross and follow me. 2° For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my
sake will find it. 2 For what will |t proﬁt them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will
they give in return for their life? % “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father,
and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. ? TruIy | tell you, there are some standing here who
will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON | “The Sacrifice” by Minister Barry Fewson
HYMN OF THE DAY | Will You Come and Follow Me | ELW #798, vs 1-2,5

1."Will you come and follow me if | but call your name?
Will you go where you don't know and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?

2. "Will you leave yourself behind if | but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare, should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer pray'r in you and you in me?

5. Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
In your company I'll go where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me.



STATEMENT OF FAITH | Apostle’s Creed

C: | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus Christ, God's only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. |
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
P: Lord in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SHARING OF PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you. C: And also with you.

OFFERING / NOISY OFFERING | August: Fix it Forward

OFFERTORY SONG | Holy, Holy, Holy | ELW #473
1. Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores you.
My heart is glad to say the words: You are holy God. (Sing 2x)

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Loving God, C: receive this offering for the building up of your kingdom: the proclamation of your word
and the loving of our neighbor. Amen.

BENEDICTION

SENDING HYMN | The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve | ELW #551, vs 1,3-4
1. The Spirit sends us forth to serve;

we go in Jesus' name

to bring glad tidings to the poor,

God's favor to proclaim.

3. We go to be the hands of Christ,
to scatter joy like seed
and, all our days, to cherish life,
to do the loving deed.

4. Then let us go to serve in peace,
the gospel to proclaim.
God's Spirit has empowered us;
we go in Jesus' name.

SENDING

POSTLUDE



ANNOUNCEMENTS

FALL KICK OFF

Rally Wednesday | Sept 9

Rally Sunday | Sept 13

We can't wait to get the new year
started! Parents, be sure to
register your kids, see info below.

ROOTED IN FAITH FUNDRAISER
The Flower committee is having a
fundraiser to pay for the trees &
benches in our greenspace. Giv-
ing envelopes are on the bench
outside of the church office with a
suggested donation amount
marked on them. Choose an enve-
lope, put the donation inside and
drop the envelope int the deposit
slot on the wall by the office.
Thanks for your donation and for
helping us create a warm wel-
coming, peaceful space.

SCHOOL KIT-THANK YOU
Thank you for your generous sup-
port of the Lutheran World Relief
School Kit drive. We have re-
ceived so many supplies, that we
are no longer in need of any more.
We will be assembling the kits
soon and shipping them this fall.
From ~ the Women of FLC

Youth & Family Ministry

Confirmation Orientation
September 2 @ 5:30pm

High School Pizza Lunch
October 22 @ 11am
at Pizza Ranch

First
Luthera®

Church
Thanks for

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
We now have a new way to sign
up for Sunday vol-

unteering. Simply ‘;I& 10]
scan the code and *!:'[ﬁ il ¥ %

claim the date that
works best for you! S
Sign up sheets are @4
still available at the
information table.

FLC CHURCH COOKBOOK

Three of our FLC 10High School
Seniors are gathering recipes to
compile a church

cookbook. Submit @ @
your favorite reci-

pes to the church 'jrib .ﬁ'
office or online by ®--|-
scanning the code.

Deadline is September 30.
ALTAR GUILD

The latest Altar Guild signup is

now out. Please take a moment
to claim your date!

Today’s altar flowers are
given in honor of
Max & Judy Maxwells’
60th Wedding Anniversary

SUMMER WORSHIP TIMES
May 24 — September 6
8:30 & 10:30am
Join us this summer for
worship! Our 8:30 am service
is indoors and will be live
streamed, the 10:30am service
is outdoors on the lawn. If you
are joining us outside, please
bring a lawn chair or blanket.

WE ARE HIRING!

Now hiring a fulltime Office &
Volunteer Coordinator. A full job
description is available on our
website: firstlutheranchurch.com

ADULT FAITH FORMATION

St. Francis of Assisi Presentation
Sunday, Oct 4 10:30 - 11:30am

Dr. Roy Hammerling presenting.

Prayers for God's People
Bill Wegschied, Tyler Wilson, Dave
& Pam Nustad, Don Smith, Alan
Bergum, Sarah Duncan, Steve,
Jayden and Doreen Tollefson

Prayers of comfort for those who
mourn the loss of a loved one, in-
cluding the family of
Scott Armbrust and Betty Fisher.

REGISTRATION FOR 2026-27 YFM PROGRAMS NOW OPEN
Check our website for more information and registration links:

e KIDS
. REG. INFO

Ways to give:

Scan QR code to give online
In person, during the offering.

Mail check to the church office.

worshiping with us!

912 Lake Ave, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501
218.847.5656
web: firstlutheranchurch.com

Lead Pastor Joe Skogmo & Minister Barry Fewson
Music Director: Karen Bimberg




