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Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle that comes to a close today and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins in several 
days. On a high mountain Jesus is revealed as God’s beloved Son, echoing the words at his baptism. This vision of glory sustains us as Jesus faces his 
impending death in Jerusalem. We turn this week to Ash Wednesday and our yearly baptismal journey from Lent to Easter. Some churches put aside 

the alleluia at the conclusion of today’s liturgy. This word of joy will be omitted during the penitential season of Lent and will be sung again at Easter.  

PRELUDE 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INVOCATION 

GATHERING HYMN O Morning Star, how Fair and Bright ELW #308, vs. 1—3 
1 O Morning Star, how fair and bright!  You shine with God's own truth and light, 

aglow with grace and mercy!  Of Jacob's line, King David's son, 
our Lord and Savior, you have won our hearts to serve you only! 
Lowly, holy!  Great and glorious, 
all victorious, rich in blessing! 
Rule and might o'er all possessing! 

2 Come, precious diamond, light divine, and deep within our hearts now shine; 
there light a flame undying!  In your one body let us be 
as living branches of a tree, your life our lives supplying. 
Now, though daily earth's deep sadness 
may perplex us and distress us, 
yet with heav'nly joy you bless us. 

3 Lord, when you look on us in love, at once there falls from God above 
a ray of purest pleasure.  Your word and Spirit, flesh and blood 
refresh our souls with heav'nly food.  You are our dearest treasure! 
Let your mercy warm and cheer us! 
Oh, draw near us!  For you teach us 
God's own love through you has reached us. 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
P/C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. In your compassion 
forgive us our sins known and unknown, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, through Jesus 
Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

HYMN OF THE DAY God’s Word is Our Great Heritage ELW #509 
God's word is our great heritage and shall be ours forever; 
to spread its light from age to age shall be our chief endeavor. 
Through life it guides our way; in death it is our stay. 
Lord, grant while time shall last your church may hold it fast 
throughout all generations. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
C: O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the witness of Moses 
and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud declaring Jesus your beloved Son, you foreshadowed our adop-
tion as your children. Make us heirs with Christ of your glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

Sunday, February 19, 2023 · 8:30 AM ·  Transfiguration Sunday 



FIRST READING Exodus 24:12-18   
R: The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there; I will give you the tablets of stone, 
with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” So Moses set out with his assistant 
Joshua, and Moses went up onto the mountain of God. To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come 
back to you. Look, Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 

Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain.  The glory of the Lord settled on 
Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. Now the 
appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the Israel-
ites. Moses entered the cloud and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty 
nights. 

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 2:6-8, 10   
R:  “I have set my king on Zion, my holy hill.”   

C:  I will tell of the decree of the Lord:  He said to me, “You are my son; today I have begotten you. 

R:  Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage and the ends of the earth your possession. 

C:  Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. 

R:  The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia  ELW pg. 205 
Alleluia!  Lord and Savior:  open now your saving word. 
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 
Alleluia!  Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 

GOSPEL READING Matthew 17:1-9 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high mountain, by 
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became bright as 
light. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is 
good for us to be here; if you wish, I will set up three tents here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 
While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is 
my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” When the disciples heard this, they fell to the 
ground and were overcome by fear. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” And 
when they raised their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of 
Man has been raised from the dead.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON Pastor Joe Skogmo 

HYMN OF THE DAY Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness  ELW #843 
1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness with a liberating light; 

praise the One who frees the pris'ners, turning blindness into sight. 
Praise the One who preached the gospel, healing ev'ry dread disease, 
calming storms and feeding thousands with the very bread of peace. 

2 Praise the One who blessed the children with a strong yet gentle word; 
praise the One who drove out demons with a piercing, two-edged sword. 
Praise the One who brings cool water to the desert's burning sand; 
from this well comes living water quenching thirst in ev'ry land. 

3 Praise the one true love incarnate:  Christ, who suffered in our place; 
Jesus died and rose for many that we may know God by grace. 
Let us sing for joy and gladness, seeing what our God has done. 
Praise the one redeeming glory; praise the One who makes us one.  

STATEMENT OF FAITH  Apostle’s Creed  
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-
fied, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body and the life everlasting. Amen. 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
P: Lord in your mercy,  C: Hear our prayer. 

SHARING OF PEACE  
P: The peace of the Lord be with you.  C: And also with you.  

NOISY OFFERING Global Health Ministries  
Global Health Ministries (GHM) focuses on strengthening health systems through access to medical equipment &      

supplies, support for community-based primary health care programs, & expert administrative & leadership consulting.  

OFFERING & OFFERTORY HYMN  Take My Life, That I May Be  ELW #685, vs 1  
1  Take my life, that I may be consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise.  

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P/C: Loving God, receive this offering for the building up of your kingdom: the proclamation of your word and 
the loving of our neighbor. Amen. 

COMMUNION  

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the pow-
er, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Distribution 

Post Communion Blessing & Prayer 
C: Gracious God, at this table you have nourished our body and soul with food and drink. As you have been 
food and drink for us, transform us to be food and drink for one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen.  

BENEDICTION 

SENDING HYMN Shine, Jesus, Shine  ELW #671 
Chorus: Shine, Jesus shine, fill this land with the Father's glory;  

Blaze, Spirit blaze, set our hearts on fire.  
Flow, river flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy;  
Send forth Your word, Lord, and let there be light. 

1 Lord, the light of Your love is shining in the midst of the darkness shining;  
Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us, set us free by the truth You now bring us.  
Shine on me, shine on me.  Chorus 

2 As we gaze on Your kingly brightness, so our faces display Your likeness;  
Ever changing from glory to glory, mirrored here may our lives tell Your story.  
Shine on me, shine on me.  Chorus  

SENDING 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE 

Ways to Give 

ONLINE:  firstlutheranchurch.com 
One-time, weekly, monthly or quarterly. Checking, savings or credit card.   (fees associated with 

credit card usage)  

TEXT:  218-228-3228 
Text your donation amount to the number listed above and follow instructions that are texted to 

you.  (We suggest you add the phone number above as a contact in your phone for future use.) 

CHECK/CASH:  912 Lake Avenue, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 



Welcome Visitor! Date of Visit: _________________________  

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________  

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 Street City State Zip Code 

Phone: _________________________________  Email: _____________________________________________    

I am a guest of: ___________________________  I am a member of: __________________________________  

□ I am interested in learning more about First Lutheran Church. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WALK TO JERUSALEM—Another amazing week fellow ‘walkers’!  We walked another 
1,099 miles this week, for a grand total of 2,798 miles walked.  We are still making our 
way across the Atlantic Ocean. We have 2,288 miles to go to get to our next land destina-
tion of Morocco.  You can find information regarding our journey, log sheets, and devo-
tionals at the table next to the world map in the Narthex.  Check out the map each week 
to see where we are!   Remember, anyone can join our journey at any time. Enter your 
miles/minutes each week by dropping off the log sheet next to the world map in the Nar-
thex, emailing them to denise@firstlutheranchurch.com, or go to the weekly update email 
and hit the tab under the Walk to Jerusalem information.  Our journey ends on Easter Sun-
day. Have fun!  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS—Please save the date for the Youth Pie Auction which will be 
held on Sunday, March 26. 

DO I STAY CHRISTIAN BOOK STUDY—We will discuss Brian McLaren’s new book, Do I Stay 
Christian? A Guide for the Doubters, the Disappointed, and the Disillusioned (2022). The 
five-week book discussion will take place in the Church Library at 11:00 AM on Wednesday 
mornings during Lent: March 8—April 5.  For more information, contact Gary Goreham at  
701-200-6583.  Books can be ordered by contacting Gary for $24.  All orders for a book 
need to be into Gary by February 20th.  

ASH WEDNESDAY& WEDNESDAY LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICES—We will be offering a 
noon and 6 PM Services on Ash Wednesday and the following Lenten Wednesdays.  These 
services will begin on Ash Wednesday, February 22 and  the services will continue each 
Wednesday through March 29.  A free will offering meal will be offered following the noon 
service and the usual Wednesday night Oasis meal will be served before the 6 PM worship 
service beginning at 5 PM. 

TABLE GAME SUNDAY—On Sunday, March 12 from 2 PM to 5 PM come play games with 
other church members in the Dinging Hall.  We are excited to enjoy fun and fellowship 
with all of you!   

2023 GREAT SYNOD GET TOGETHER—Join other area churches on Saturday, March 18 
from 9 AM to 3 PM for the Great Synod Get Together at First Lutheran Church in Bemidji.  
The Keynote Speaker is Dr. Andrew Root from the Luther Seminary.  Come for a day of 
worship, learning, fellowship, and conference meetings.  Contact the church office if you’d 
like more information.  Registrations need to be in by March 3rd.   

Prayers for   
God’s People 

Prayers of Comfort  
to the family of

Join us for Worship! 

RADIO:  Broadcast on KDLM 1340-
AM & 93.1-FM at 10 AM. 

WEBCAST:  Services  are streamed 
on  

TELEVISION:  Saturdays at 9 AM 
on Arvig Cable channel 14. 

CREATION CARE NOTE 

Reusable grocery bags are 
sturdier than plastic bags; and the 
flat bottom makes them easier to 

load. Convenience for you and 
good for the earth. Win/win! 


