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Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle that comes to a close today and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins in several 
days. On a high mountain Jesus is revealed as God’s beloved Son, echoing the words at his baptism. This vision of glory sustains us as Jesus faces his 
impending death in Jerusalem. We turn this week to Ash Wednesday and our yearly baptismal journey from Lent to Easter. Some churches put aside 

the alleluia at the conclusion of today’s liturgy. This word of joy will be omitted during the penitential season of Lent and will be sung again at Easter.  

PRELUDE 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INVOCATION 

GATHERING HYMN How Good, Lord, to Be Here ELW #315, vs. 1, 3 & 5 
1 How good, Lord, to be here!  Your glory fills the night; 

your face and garments, like the sun, shine with unborrowed light. 

3 Fulfiller of the past and hope of things to be, 
we hail your body glorified and our redemption see. 

5 How good, Lord, to be here!  Yet we may not remain; 
but since you bid us leave the mount, come with us to the plain.  

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
P/C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. In your compassion 
forgive us our sins known and unknown, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, through Jesus 
Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
C: Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around us, and the devil and all 
the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise 
us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

SPECIAL MUSIC  Alleluia Ringers 

FIRST READING Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7  

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 32  
R:  Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

C:  Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 

R:  While I kept silent, my body wasted away through my groaning all day long. 

C:  For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.  

R:  Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the 
Lord,” and you forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah 

C:  Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to you; at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters shall not 
reach them. 

R:  You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with glad cries of deliverance. 

C:  I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon you. 

R:  Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding, whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle, else it 
will not stay near you. 

C:  Many are the torments of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the Lord. 

R:  Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright in heart. 
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SECOND READING Romans 5:12-19  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia ELW Page 205 
Alleluia!  Lord and Savior:  open now your saving word. 
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 
Alleluia!  Lord, we sing  for the good news that you bring.  

GOSPEL READING Matthew 4:1-11  
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON Pastor Lauryl Ivers 

HYMN OF THE DAY Just a Closer Walk with Thee ELW #697, vs. 1 & 2 
Refrain: Just a closer walk with thee, grant it, Jesus, is my plea; 

daily walking close to thee, let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

1 I am weak but thou art strong:  Jesus, keep me from all wrong; 
I'll be satisfied as long as I walk, let me walk close to thee.  Refrain 

2  Through this world of toil and snares, if I falter, Lord, who cares? 
Who with me my burden shares?  None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee. Refrain  

STATEMENT OF FAITH  Apostle’s Creed  
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-
fied, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body and the life everlasting. Amen. 

SERVICE OF HEALING 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

SHARING OF PEACE  
P: The peace of the Lord be with you.  C: And also with you.  

NOISY OFFERING Global Health Ministries  
Global Health Ministries (GHM) focuses on strengthening health systems through access to medical equipment &      

supplies, support for community-based primary health care programs, & expert administrative & leadership consulting.  

January Noisy Total: $461.43 to ELCA Seminaries! 

OFFERING & OFFERTORY HYMN  Be Thou My Vision  ELW #793, vs. 3  
3 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, thou mine inheritance, now and always: 

thou and thou only, the first in my heart, great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.   

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P/C: Loving God, receive this offering for the building up of your kingdom: the proclamation of your word and 
the loving of our neighbor. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

CREATION CARE NOTE 

Instead of using Ziplock baggies for your sliced vegetables, try using glass mason jars! Fruit and vegetable 
slices last longer in a glass jar. Reduce plastic and keep veggies fresh longer, which saves you money and time. 

Win/win! 



SENDING HYMN Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer ELW #618 
1 Guide me ever, great Redeemer, pilgrim through this barren land. 

I am weak, but you are mighty; hold me with your pow'rful hand. 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, feed me now and evermore, 
feed me now and evermore. 

2 Open now the crystal fountain where the healing waters flow; 
let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through. 
Strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer, shield me with your mighty arm, 
shield me with your mighty arm. 

3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside; 
death of death and hell's destruction, land me safe on Canaan's side. 
Songs and praises, songs and praises, I will raise forevermore, 
I will raise forevermore.  

SENDING 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE 

Welcome Visitor! Date of Visit: _________________________  

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________  

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 Street City State Zip Code 

Phone: _________________________________  Email: _____________________________________________    

I am a guest of: ___________________________  I am a member of: __________________________________  

□ I am interested in learning more about First Lutheran Church. 

Ways to Give 

ONLINE:  firstlutheranchurch.com 
One-time, weekly, monthly or quarterly. Checking, savings or credit card.    

(fees associated with credit card usage)  

TEXT:  218-228-3228 
Text your donation amount to the number listed above and follow instructions that are texted to 

you.  (We suggest you add the phone number above as a contact in your phone for future use.) 

CHECK/CASH:  912 Lake Avenue, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 

SHELTER MINISTRY UPDATE—These statistics include every time someone seeks assistance in our office or 
over the phone for various social justice needs including emergency shelter.  These statistics are from 
September 1 until February 21. We have had 181 households (242 individuals) seek help during a crisis. Our 
office has been of assistance 418 times. Our Shelter Supply room has provided items like clothing & hygiene 
items 130 times. We have provided 204 nights of motel shelter for 41 households. We have provided 471 
warm meals, 7 meal cards, 11 gas cards, 166 bus tokens, and 9 bus tickets. We have helped 58 households 
with miscellaneous items such as phone cards, utilities, and photo IDs.  66 households who have sought 
assistance here at First Lutheran Church were homeless. 12 households lived in vehicles, 52 households 
couch hop/stay outside/or sleep in a building not meant for habitat, and 2 in a treatment/mental health 
center. We have assisted 14 individuals with deposit/rent. We have used Ministerial vouchers 84 times (62 
gas, 12 DLCCC, 5 Central Market & 17 B&G Thrift Store Vouchers) Many other various needs were provided 
for a Total Financial Support of $26879.58 to date. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WALK TO JERUSALEM—We can almost see land!  We are 200 miles from Morocco.  Great 
job everyone!  Don’t forget you can also claim miles when shoveling snow, snow blowing, 
snowshoeing, skiing, or just playing in the snow.  Take advantage of this winter weather!  
Enter your miles/minutes each week by dropping off the log sheet next to the world map 
in the Narthex, emailing them to denise@firstlutheranchurch.com, or go to the weekly 
update email and hit the tab under the Walk to Jerusalem information.  Who knows, may-
be we will make it to Jerusalem and back home by Easter!   

MARK YOUR CALENDARS—Please save the date for the Youth Pie Auction which will be 
held on Sunday, March 26. 

DO I STAY CHRISTIAN BOOK STUDY—We will discuss Brian McLaren’s new book, Do I Stay 
Christian? A Guide for the Doubters, the Disappointed, and the Disillusioned (2022). The 
five-week book discussion will take place in the Church Library at 11:00 AM on Wednesday 
mornings during Lent: March 8—April 5.  For more information, contact Gary Goreham at  
701-200-6583.  Books can be ordered by contacting Gary for $24.  All orders for a book 
need to be into Gary by February 20th.  

WEDNESDAY LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICES—We will be offering 12:05 PM and 6 PM Ser-
vices on Lenten Wednesdays.  These services began Ash Wednesday and will continue 
each Wednesday through March 29.  A free will offering meal will be offered following the 
noon service and the usual Wednesday night Oasis meal will be served before the 6 PM 
worship service beginning at 5 PM. 

TABLE GAME SUNDAY—On Sunday, March 12 from 2 PM to 5 PM come play games with 
other church members in the Dinging Hall.  Bring a snack to share.  Beverages provided.  
We are excited to enjoy fun and fellowship with all of you!   

2023 GREAT SYNOD GET TOGETHER—Join other area churches on Saturday, March 18 
from 9 AM to 3 PM for the Great Synod Get Together at First Lutheran Church in Bemidji.  
The Keynote Speaker is Dr. Andrew Root from the Luther Seminary.  Come for a day of 
worship, learning, fellowship, and conference meetings.  Contact the church office if you’d 
like more information.  Registrations need to be in by March 3rd.   

ADULT FAITH FORMATION MEETING—FLC will have an Adult Faith Formation Meeting on 
Wednesday, March 8 at 1:30 PM in the Conference Room 

ALL WFLC CIRCLE MEETING—The WFLC will have their All Circle Gathering plus guests on 
Thursday, March 9 at 1:30 PM in the FLC Dining Room.  Pastor Lauryl will offer a presenta-
tion of her recent trip to the Holy Land. 

UPC LABEL COLLECTION—Please save UPC box labels from Our Family Brand groceries for 
Rebekah Circle. For every 500 we get $25. Funds raised will go toward the Becker County 
Food Pantry and the FLC Agape Fund. There is a basket in the dining room closet you can 
place them in.  

PERSONAL CARE KITS—The WFLC will be collecting items for Personal Care Kits this 
Spring!  Items needed are as follows:  Light weight bath towels, Bath size bar soap (8 to 9 
oz), Adult size tooth brushes, Sturdy combs (no picks), & Metal nail clippers.  There will be 
a collection tote by the office to donate any of these items.  Thank you for your help in our 
effort to help aid the unfortunate.  Everyone is encouraged and welcome to help.  

Prayers for   
God’s People 

Prayers of Comfort  
to the family of

Join us for Worship! 

RADIO:  Broadcast on KDLM 1340-
AM & 93.1-FM at 10 AM. 

WEBCAST:  Services  are streamed 
on  

TELEVISION:  Saturdays at 9 AM 
on Arvig Cable channel 14. 

The Altar Flowers today are given 
in loving memory of Judy Lysaker, 
who recently passed away. Judy 

was the wife of Pete Lysaker.  

ALTAR FLOWERS 


