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In today’s reading from Deuteronomy we are called to choose life by loving and obeying God. Much of today’s gospel reading echoes portions of the Ten Command-
ments. Jesus’ instructions to the crowd reveal a pattern of behavior that honors both God and the neighbor, resulting in life and health for the whole community. We 

too are invited to embrace these commandments, not out of fear of retribution, but because God has promised that to do so means life for us.  

PRELUDE 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INVOCATION 

GATHERING HYMN O Word of God Incarnate ELW #514 
1 O Word of God incarnate, O Wisdom from on high, 

O Truth unchanged, unchanging, O Light of our dark sky: 
we praise you for the radiance that from the hallowed page, 
a lantern to our footsteps, shines on from age to age. 

2 The church from you, dear Master, received the gift divine; 
and still that light is lifted o'er all the earth to shine. 
It is the chart and compass that, all life's voyage through, 
mid mists and rocks and quicksands still guides, O Christ, to you. 

3 Oh, make your church, dear Savior, a lamp of burnished gold 
to bear before the nations your true light, as of old; 
oh, teach your wand'ring pilgrims by this their path to trace, 
till, clouds and darkness ended, they see you face to face.  

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
P/C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. In your compassion 
forgive us our sins known and unknown, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, through Jesus 
Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
C: O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak mortals we accomplish nothing good with-
out you. Help us to see and understand the things we ought to do, and give us grace and power to do them, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  

MUSICAL MESSAGE  Alleluia Ringers 

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 30:15-20  

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 119:1-8  
R:  Happy are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the law of the Lord. 

C:  Happy are those who keep his decrees, who seek him with their whole heart, 

R:  who also do no wrong but walk in his ways. 

C:  You have commanded your precepts to be kept diligently. 

R:  O that my ways may be steadfast in keeping your statutes! 

C:  Then I shall not be put to shame, having my eyes fixed on all your commandments. 

R:  I will praise you with an upright heart, when I learn your righteous ordinances. 

C:  I will observe your statutes; do not utterly forsake me. 

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 3:1-9  
R:  The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia  ELW pg. 205 
Alleluia!  Lord and Savior:   
open now your saving word. 
Let it burn like fire within us;  
speak until our hearts are stirred. 
Alleluia!  Lord, we sing  
for the good news that you bring. 

GOSPEL READING Matthew 5:21-26  
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON Pastor Lauryl Ivers 

HYMN OF THE DAY I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light  ELW #815 
1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 

I want to follow Jesus. 
God set the stars to give light to the world. 
The star of my life is Jesus. 

Refrain: In him there is no darkness at all. 
The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

2 I want to see the brightness of God. 
I want to look at Jesus. 
Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path, 
and show me the way to the Father. Refrain 

3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ. 
I want to be with Jesus. 
When we have run with patience the race, 
we shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain  

STATEMENT OF FAITH  Apostle’s Creed  
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-
fied, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
P: Lord in your mercy,  C: Hear our prayer. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

SHARING OF PEACE  
P: The peace of the Lord be with you.  C: And also with you.  

NOISY OFFERING Global Health Ministries  
Global Health Ministries (GHM) focuses on strengthening health systems through access to medical equipment &      

supplies, support for community-based primary health care programs, & expert administrative & leadership consulting.  

OFFERING & OFFERTORY HYMN  Take My Life, That I May Be  ELW #685, vs 1  
1  Take my life, that I may be 

consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
take my moments and my days; 
let them flow in ceaseless praise.  



OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P/C: Loving God, receive this offering for the building up of your kingdom: the proclamation of your word and 
the loving of our neighbor. Amen. 

TEMPLE TALK Ministry Fair & Hospitality Cindy Bruflodt 

BENEDICTION 

SENDING HYMN Praise to the Lord, The Almighty  ELW #858 
1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 
Let all who hear now to his temple draw near, 
joining in glad adoration! 

2 Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things is wondrously reigning 
and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 
Have you not seen all that is needful has been 
sent by his gracious ordaining? 

3 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 
surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do 
if with his love he befriend you. 

4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him! 
Let the amen sound from his people again. 
Gladly forever adore him!  

SENDING 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE 

Join us for Worship! 

RADIO:  Broadcast on 
KDLM 1340-AM & 
93.1-FM at 10 AM. 

WEBCAST:  Services  
are streamed on 

 

TELEVISION:  Satur-
days at 9 AM on Arvig 
Cable channel 14. 

Ways to Give 
ONLINE 

firstlutheranchurch.com 
One-time, weekly, monthly or quarterly. Checking, savings or 

credit card.   (fees associated with credit card usage)  

TEXT 

218-228-3228 
Text your donation amount to the number listed above and fol-

low instructions that are texted to you.  (We suggest you add the 
phone number above as a contact in your phone for future use.) 

CHECK/CASH 

912 Lake Avenue, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 

CREATION CARE NOTE 

Did you know that dryer sheets are 
made from synthetic polyester – a 

form of plastic? Reduce your plastic 
use: use wool dryer balls instead of 
dryer sheets. The wool balls last for 
years so you can save money and 
use less plastic at the same time! 

Win/win. 

The Altar Flowers for this Sunday  
are given in memory of Edna Knutson  

by her daughters Shila & Palma.  

The radio broadcast for this Sunday  
is given in Memory of  

Lyle C. Johnston & Richard Chapman  
from Betty Johnston and family.  



Welcome Visitor! Date of Visit: _________________________  

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________  

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 Street City State Zip Code 

Phone: _________________________________  Email: _____________________________________________    

I am a guest of: ___________________________  I am a member of: __________________________________  

□ I am interested in learning more about First Lutheran Church. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

GRIEFSHARE GROUP—Pr. Lauryl is now leading a GriefShare Support Group on Monday 
evenings from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM in the church library.  All are welcome to join at any 
time.  

WALK TO JERUSALEM—WOW!  Great job everyone!  We have already made it to the At-
lantic Ocean!  It was a quick trip through the Great Lakes and New York!  It is 3,680 miles 
across the ocean. Anyone can join our journey at any time.  There are 3 ways to enter your 
miles each week. Drop off the Log Sheet next to the world map in the Narthex, email them 
to denise@firstlutheranchurch.com, or go to the weekly update email and hit the tab un-
der the Walk to Jerusalem information. Check the world map each week to see how far we 
make it.  This journey ends on Easter Sunday. Have fun!  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS—Please save the date for the Youth Pie Auction which will be 
held on Sunday, March 26. 

DO I STAY CHRISTIAN BOOK STUDY—We will discuss Brian McLaren’s new book, Do I Stay 
Christian? A Guide for the Doubters, the Disappointed, and the Disillusioned (2022). The 
five-week book discussion will take place in the Church Library at 11:00 AM on Wednesday 
mornings during Lent: March 8—April 5.  For more information, contact Gary Goreham at  
701-200-6583.  Books can be ordered by contacting Gary for $24.  All orders for a book 
need to be into Gary by February 20th.  

ASH WEDNESDAY& WEDNESDAY LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICES—We will be offering a 
noon and 6 PM Services on Ash Wednesday and the following Lenten Wednesdays.  These 
services will begin on Ash Wednesday, February 22 and  the services will continue each 
Wednesday through March 29.  A free will offering meal will be offered following the noon 
service and the usual Wednesday night Oasis meal will be served before the 6 PM worship 
service beginning at 5 PM. 

TABLE GAME SUNDAY—On Sunday, March 12 from 2 PM to 5 PM come play games with 
other church members in the Dinging Hall.  We are excited to enjoy fun and fellowship 
with all of you!   

WOMEN’S CIRCLE MEETING—The Rebekah Circle will meet on Tuesday, February 14 at 9 
AM in the Conference Room. 

PRAYERS OF COMFORT—We were notified that Marny Dreyer who was the wife of Rev. 
Earl Dreyer passed away on January 31 at the Lake City Nursing Home surrounded by her 
family.  They are planning a small funeral at FLC in the spring.   

THANK YOU—The FLC Flower Committee would like to thank all who sponsored poinsetti-
as for Christmas.  You helped make the sanctuary even more beautiful during the Christ-
mas season. 

2023 GREAT SYNOD GET TOGETHER—Join other area churches on Saturday, March 18 
from 9 AM to 3 PM for the Great Synod Get Together at First Lutheran Church in Bemidji.  
The Keynote Speaker is Dr. Andrew Root from the Luther Seminary.  Come for a day of 
worship, learning, fellowship, and conference meetings.  Contact the church office if you’d 
like more information.  Registrations need to be in by March 3rd.   

Prayers for   
God’s People 

Prayers of Comfort  
to the family of


