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Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed in a human person. Though we
may try to understand how the Word existed with God from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is
that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of
new birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth.

PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
INVOCATION
GATHERING HYMN
Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
1 Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall;
oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the child is Lord of all.
Swiftly winging, angels singing, bells are ringing, tidings bringing:
Christ the child is Lord of all! Christ the child is Lord of all!
2 Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new
saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true.
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow:
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

ELW #276

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
P/C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We are truly
sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins known and unknown, things we
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit so
that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
C: Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE
The First Noel
1 The first Noel the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay,
keeping their sheep, on a cold winter's night that was so deep.
Refrain: Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! Born is the King of Israel.
2 They looked up and saw a star
shining in the east beyond them far;
and to the earth it gave great light,
and so it continued both day and night. Refrain
FIRST READING

Jeremiah 31:7-14

ELW #300 vs. 1 & 2

RESPONSIVE PSALM
Psalm 147:12-20
R: Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem! Praise your God, O Zion!
C: For he strengthens the bars of your gates; he blesses your children within you.
R: He grants peace within your borders; he fills you with the finest of wheat.
C: He sends out his command to the earth; his word runs swiftly.
R: He gives snow like wool; he scatters frost like ashes.
C: He hurls down hail like crumbs—who can stand before his cold?
R: He sends out his word, and melts them; he makes his wind blow, and the waters flow.
C: He declares his word to Jacob, his statutes and ordinances to Israel.
R: He has not dealt thus with any other nation; they do not know his ordinances. Praise the Lord!
R: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Go Tell It on the Mountain
2 Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;
Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!
The shepherds feared and trembled when, lo, above the earth,
rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth…
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;
Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!
GOSPEL READING
P: The Holy Gospel according to John.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

ELW #290 vs. 2

John 1:1-5, 14-18
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Pr. Joe Skogmo

HYMN OF THE DAY
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
1 Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king;
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled."
Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies;
with angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Refrain: Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king!"
2 Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! Hail, incarnate deity!
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel!
Refrain
3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, ris'n with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,
born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth. Refrain

ELW #270

STATEMENT OF FAITH
Apostles’ Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
P: Lord in your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.

SHARING OF PEACE

OFFERING & OFFERTORY PRAYER
P/C: Loving God, receive this offering for the building up of your kingdom: the proclamation of your
word and the loving of our neighbor. Amen.
COMMUNION
Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Distribution
Post Communion Blessing
Post Communion Prayer
C: Gracious God, at this table you have nourished our body and soul with food and drink. As you
have been food and drink for us, transform us to be food and drink for one another, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
BENEDICTION
SENDING HYMN
It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
1 It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold:
"Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav'n's all-gracious king."
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing.
2 Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled,
and still their heav'nly music floats o'er all the weary world.
Above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hov'ring wing,
and ever o'er its babel sounds the blessed angels sing.
4 For lo! The days are hast'ning on, by prophets seen of old,
when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold,
when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,
and all the world give back the song which now the angels sing.
SENDING
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
POSTLUDE

C: Thanks be to God.

ELW #282 vs. 1,2 & 4

ANNOUNCEMENTS
YOUTH & CHILDREN CHRISTMAS BREAK—We are hoping you’re enjoying your Holiday break! Just a friendly reminder that Wednesday school and confirmation classes
will resume on Wednesday, January 12 and Sunday School will resume on Sunday,
January 16.

Prayers for
God’s People

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS—The FLC church office will be closed on Monday, January 3
in recognition of New Years.
HOMELESS AND FIRE VICTIM NEEDS—All furniture, recliners, & space heater.
DECORATION TAKEDOWN—Merry Christmas! We hope you've enjoyed our decorated church. Thank you to the many hands who helped make our church beautiful. Take
down is scheduled for Sunday, January 9th at 1:00. Hope to see you there.
REMEMBER TO CHECK FOR VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES—Please signup to volunteer for the many ministries of FLC at the Volunteer Table downstairs.

The radio broadcast for today is given in honor of
Jerry & Dolly Cleveland's 65th wedding anniversary.
Given by their children.
Prayers of Comfort
to the families of

Ways to Give
ONLINE
firstlutheranchurch.com
One-time, weekly, monthly or quarterly.
Checking, savings or credit card.
(fees associated with credit card usage)

TEXT
218-228-3228
Text your donation amount to the number listed above
and follow instructions that are texted to you.

CHECK or CASH
912 Lake Avenue
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501

Welcome Visitor!

Date of Visit: ___________________________

Name: ____________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________
Street
City
State
Zip Code
Phone: ______________________________ Email: _______________________________
I am a guest of: _______________________ I am a member of: _____________________

□ I am interested in learning more about First Lutheran Church.

Join us for
Worship!
Radio - broadcast
on KDLM 1340-AM
and 93.1-FM at
10:00 AM.
Webcast services
are live-streamed
on
Television on Saturdays at 9:00 AM
on Arvig Cable
channel 14.

