December Highlights

Volume 30

Advent Book Study Begins

December 1st

Children’s Christmas Store

December 11th

Children’s Christmas Program

December 12th

Christmas Caroling

December 15th

December 2021

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Christmas Eve Services
3:00 PM Contemporary Christmas Eve Worship Service
4:00 PM Outdoor Live Nativity
(Animals will be provided by the Trowbridge Creek Zoo)

5:00 PM Contemporary Christmas Eve Worship Service
6:00 PM Christmas Eve Radio Broadcast Service
8:00 PM ‘Candlelight’ Worship Service

Christmas Day Service
11:00 AM Christmas Day Worship Service
*All worship services will also be available online via live stream.

CHURCH OFFICE HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
Friday, December 24—CLOSED
Monday, December 27—CLOSED
Monday, January 3—CLOSED
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Update from Lead Pastor Joe Skogmo

Snowy nights and Christmas lights
Icy windowpanes
Make me wish that we could be
Together again
And the windy winter avenues
Just don't seem the same
And the Christmas carols sound like blues
But the choir is not to blame
It Doesn’t Have to be that Way (1973)
Believe it or not, that verse above is one of my favorite verses of any Christmas song. I don’t think it was intended to be
a Christmas song, but I swear, I hear this song played on the radio more often this time of year.
I love this line because it is so beautifully and hauntingly honest. It reminds me of how many struggle this time of year,
or at least take longer than others to ‘get into the Christmas Spirit.’
There is something so uplifting and beautiful about Christmastime and the real festive joy and merriment it brings people, families, and communities…and something that often goes unrecognized is how deeply sorrowful this time of year
is for many people. Problems in our lives and families sometimes can feel elevated as we enter the season.
So, despite how much I agree with, depend on, and am lifted up by the merry, jolly, and joyful spirit of the season, I do
also think it’s important to talk about disappointment and grief this time of year. Our disappointments and grief don’t
disappear during this season. Again, sometimes this season serves only to amplify our blues. For instance, for many,
this season serves as a reminder of who is no longer here, of whose chair is empty, of where you wish you were instead, of how stretched the bank account is, or what is not going right.
I think of the children who will spend Christmas in a hospital bed. I think of nursing home and care-center residents
who will long in Christmas memory for their former homes. I think of those of you who will spend yet another Christmas without your beloved, and therefore another Christmas that just doesn’t feel fully right. I think of the laid off, the
bereaved, the overstretched parents, the lonely, the prisoner, the refugee, the soldier, the overworked, the poor, the
orphan, the widow…all for whom this season will be heavy with levels of disappointment and grief; all for whom the
Christmas carols sound like blues.
Our biblical rhythms sometimes even acknowledge disappointment and grief this time of year. For instance, this is the
Gospel text for the Third Sunday of Advent next year:
2

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3 and said to
him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” -Matthew 11:2-3

What is this text? It is John the Baptist in prison, disappointed and frustrated with Jesus.
You see, early in the Gospel of Matthew, John the Baptist spoke with great excitement of the One who was coming, a
Messiah, who was going to be the fixer of all things, the ultimate military champion (see Mt 3:1-12), a political conqueror of dramatic proportions; that’s what John was expecting in Jesus – a warrior-king who would make all things right
and change the system. Alas, here in Matthew 11, John finds himself in prison because of the corrupt leadership he was
hoping Jesus would overcome.
One theologian writes: “Sitting alone in a prison cell…John is, at best, disappointed.” Verse three above is a moment in
the Bible where one of Jesus’ most eager followers was losing hope.
That same theologian adds:
[John makes] a tremendously…sympathetic and useful character at this time of year…[Many of us are]
in a funk as dark and dank as John’s prison cell…Disappointed with ourselves, [and] with the world…
which feels all the worse around Christmastime.”3
(Continued on page 3)

2

(Continued from page 2)
Disappointment. Grief. The blues. That is where John the Baptist was in that moment, and perhaps is reflective of
where some of us are in this moment.
And how did Jesus respond to John’s disappointed question – Jesus, are you the One or not!?
Jesus said to a messenger to “go and tell John what you hear and see,” (11:4) and to tell him this…(but, first, imagine
the scene – John in a dark prison, wondering if it gets better, wondering what all the good news and hope is about,
“when all of a sudden there is a knock” at the prison door4, Jesus’ messenger enters, and offers Jesus’ reply:
[John,] the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are
raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. (vv. 4-5).
To John’s disappointment, Jesus spoke hope.
In essence, Jesus was saying, “I am with the disappointed and the grieving.”
So, to you who are in the holiday blues, first, know that it is completely normal and common. Second, know that I think
about you and I love you. Finally, know that Jesus enters in and sits with you, sits with you in your pain, your loneliness,
your stress, your fear, your grief. Jesus is with the laid off, the overstretched parents, the overworked, the sick and the
dying, the refugee, the soldier, the orphan, and the widow.
That is, of course, what we proclaim every Christmas: He is our Emmanuel, our God-with-us.
Merry Christmas, everyone.
Pr. Joe

1

Arland J. Hultgren, Commentary on Matthew 11:2-11, workingpreacher.org, http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?
commentary_id=1935.
2
David J. Lose, Disappointed with God at Christmastime, workingpreacher.org (12/08/2013), http://www.workingpreacher.org/
craft.aspx?post=2911. (*emphasis mine)
3
Ibid.
4
Ibid.

Christmas Poinsettias
The Advent and Christmas season is made more beautiful

when the church is filled with beautiful poinsettias. If you would like
to share flowers please complete this form and return it to the church office
by Sunday, December 14th. Cost is $12.00 per plant.

In Honor of:

__________________________________________

In Memory of:

________________________________________

Given by: ____________________________________________
Attached is $________ for the total order above. Please make checks payable to First Lutheran Flower Fund.
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Update from Pastor Lauryl Ivers, Associate Pastor

Dear First Lutheran family,
The Holidays are always times we look forward to - with anticipation of good gifts and good food and good fellowship and Good News from God! I’m personally looking forward to another Christmas with the Zoo animals in our
Outdoor Nativity (remember Carl the Camel?) – as they help us celebrate Jesus’ birth!

Along with the anticipation, though, there’s usually a letdown, or a disappointment, and sometimes even a crisis that
threatens to ruin everything. Here are a few tips to guide you through the Christmas Season:
1. Start each day with a prayer of thanks to God – even if it’s as simple as, “Thank you God for loving me.”
2. Read a daily devotion from one of the Devotional booklets you have at home, or pick one up at church,
like an Advent Devotional book.
3. Decide to surprise someone who wouldn’t expect it - with a special gift, or hand-written card, or a phone
call. And if that was fun, do it again!
4. Give yourself permission to just let go of some activities, or change the way you’ve always done them, if
you or your family are feeling overwhelmed.
5. Get some exercise, fresh air and sunshine each day that you can.
6. In difficult conversations, listen first, then pray before speaking.
7. At the end of the day, thank God for the blessings you noticed.

If this Holiday Season is one that you know will be especially hard – maybe you’re grieving for someone who can’t be
with you; or worrying about a major change in your life – consider these adjustments:
1.
2.

3.
4.
5.
6.

7.

It’s ok to let people know you can’t commit to joining them, and/or maybe you can only be there for a
brief visit. The people who know and love you will understand.
Talk with someone about how you really feel – you are not alone in feeling “down” during the holidays,
and it can really help to let someone else know. If you feeling overwhelming depression, talk with your
doctor, there is help.
Be good to yourself. Pamper yourself with healthy things that lift your spirit and remind you how precious you are to God and to us (because you are!).
Light a candle, listen to a song, look through old photos, or do something that helps you honor the person/animal/place you’re missing.
Plan to do one thing during the holidays that you haven’t done for awhile, but really enjoy.
Be courageous – ask someone for what you need. People who care about you may want to help but not
know what to do – if they ask what they can do – be ready to suggest something, e.g., Could you bring
over some lefse? A good book you’ve read? Let’s go to a movie…
Sometimes it helps to get out of town and go somewhere different for a change, if being home seems too
hard.

This Christmas, simply be a child of God, it’s the most important thing. Let God remind you once again that you
are loved, just as you are. Let God know you’re focusing on getting to know Jesus better. Thank the people you
need to thank. Apologize, and/or forgive the people who need that gift from you this year. Tell the people you
love that you love them.
Merry Christmas,
With love,
Pastor Lauryl
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President’s Post
Update from Vision Council President Steve Schantzen

Friends at First Lutheran,
Happy Thanksgiving, and I’ll jump right in to it. A quick briefing on what is new
or going on in Council this last month. First Lutheran has been providing homeless solutions and served as an Emergency Homeless shelter last winter. It was
requested that we again look at this winter being available to provide Emergency Homeless shelter support. As this is more of a last stop in terms of tools in
the bag to help in extreme circumstances, Vision Council did vote on and approve that First Lutheran would be a resource in cases where this would be
needed. I may have said it before, but for First Lutheran and those at First Lutheran who have devoted so much time and energy to be this resource for
those in need is one of the reasons why I feel honored to say I am a part of this
community. At times when it feels like I’m only engaged into the business of church business, this reminds me of why
we are here and what we have the ability to do. It is also so much larger than just a shelter resource, it is food, clothing, hotel stays, a voice of support, and a safe resource. One encounter from someone that receives help from First
Lutheran may be a pivotal moment that can change a life forever.
The Buildings and Grounds committee has been looking into a few items that need repair. As some may know the
dishwasher was recently serviced because of issues. There is a larger issue at the dishwasher, and that is the floor and
corresponding wall directly at the dishwasher. Vision Council and Buildings and Grounds are looking at potential solutions to get the immediate needs corrected and will also be discussing longer term planning.

Buildings and Grounds ties directly into long term planning and the vision for First Lutheran Church. Vision Council is
making steps to start looking at where we need to be, and how we are serving each other’s needs as the congregation.
I will be candid with an ask from all of you – and “you” being any member reading this right now that is part of the congregation. I am here as representation for the congregation (you), and I ask if you have thoughts, ambitions, or vision
to where First Lutheran should be or doing, I’d personally love to hear from you. I mean that sincerely.
As we enter into the holidays and stepping back from what seems like chaos in our world, I think a lot of a familiar
verse from Mark 3:25, if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. I wanted to start out my
post with this, but I couldn't. For reasons I don’t know why. I do want to however end with a powerful sermon that
Pastor Joe gave about three weeks ago, and it has stuck deeply inside of me even against the will of my understanding.
If you can listen to one sermon, right now, I suggest you take 15 minutes and 47 seconds and reflect on his message,
I’ve included a link www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_cEP7IQ8rY. For Free, Forever.
About that time in random fashion as it always seems to be (or we are subconsciously searching for), I came across text
in Galations 3:2, and it likewise embedded deep within me. I hope to not do Pastor Joe or Pastor Lauryl a disservice by
including this, but at risk I will do so anyways. “Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the Law
or by hearing with Faith?”
Happy Thanksgiving
Steve

The American Legion and The Auxiliary want to thank all of you who are donating used stamps. The stamps are sent to the Department of MN and they
sell them to worldwide stamp collectors. The money made is then donated
to the VA hospitals. Keep up the good work to help support our veterans.
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Ministries that support our pastors and one another
in faith growth through worship and fellowship.
By, Mackenzie Hamm

Hello! I hope November brought you much joy with the coming of winter & time spent
with family and friends during Thanksgiving. Thank you to everyone who signed up to
help with the Food Pantry and for those who rang the bell for Salvation Army. Your volunteerism is a great gift to so many!
It is hard to believe we are now onto December! December marks the beginning of the
church calendar and it starts with Advent! The Season of Advent is the time of preparation for the coming of Christ. There are many traditions during Advent that help Christians prepare for His coming at this time. Thank you to Shan Manke & Jeannie Gilbertson
and those who signed up to help decorate the church for Christmas. It sure puts everyone in a cheerful mood when walking into the church so beautifully decorated.

Check out all the opportunities below that you are able to be a part of this December! Sign-up using the link in your text
or emails or see the volunteer table by the office.

Advent Candle Light/Reading: The candles of the Advent wreath are lit during each worship service by members of the
congregation. If you have children who would love to get involved in worship, this would be great for them!
Dates available are: Four Sundays (November 28th, December 5th, 12th, & 19th) & Two Wednesdays (December 1st & 8th)
Christmas Eve & Christmas Worship Assistant: Assistants help with Ushering, communion, reading and greeting. We are
also looking for individuals who’d like to dress up as shepherd or angels during the live nativity.
Dates available are: Christmas Eve at 3:00pm, 5:00pm, and 8:00pm & Christmas Day at 11:00am.
Advent Mini Concerts: Come enjoy the celebration of Advent through Music! Each Wednesday of Advent starting December 5th at 12:05 PM.
Christmas Store! Store Hours are December 11th from 9 AM to 4 PM. This is a wonderful ministry where we bless families
by providing donated gift items that children can buy (everything $1) for family members. You can get involved in many
different ways by bringing your donations in to the office, help get the “store” ready, help children shop & wrap gifts, and
help with clean-up afterwards.
Dates available to help: Please contact office, volunteer table or check your email for sign up sheet.
Angel Tree: Each Angel represents a person in our Community who has had a tough time this year and isn’t likely to have
much to celebrate with. These individuals do not receive other government or community assistance and would be
blessed to receive some gifts! When you pick up the Angel, please write your information in the book next to the tree and
bring the presents back wrapped with your Angel taped to your present. Please deliver to the tree by December 17th.
Oasis Meal: We welcome any volunteers who would like to prepare a meal for Oasis. Please contact the office to sign up.
We will compensate you for meal supplies. Our kitchen is available for food prep and cooking. If you don’t have time to
prepare a meal, volunteers to help serve are also needed at 5:15 PM.
Oasis & Funeral Dishes: We need dishwashers to start using church dishes instead of paper products for events like Oasis
& funerals. If this is something that is important to you, please
Luke 2 verse 76 (NRSV) And you, child, will be
sign up to be a dishwasher by contacting the church office.
May you find your spiritual and divine gifts given to you
and bless them with the world,
Mackenzie Hamm, Support Ministries Coordinator

called the prophet of the Most High; for you will
go before the Lord to prepare his ways.
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‘Action Corp’ Monthly Hospitality Teams

December

Leader:

Trent Bartells
Wayne & Jean Benson
James & Cynthia Bruflodt
James & Catherine Buchholz
Charlie Cooper
Ronnie Dahlsad
Jeffrey Ehnert & Jessica Leu
Michael & Dianne Fillmore
Eugene & Eloyce Gaffney
Dan & Irene Hagen
James & LeeAnn Hagle
Howard & Carla Hansen
Lynne Hanson
Bruce & Jean Hein

Terry & Sandi Kemmer
Louise Heino
John & Judith Hoeglund
Lynn & Beverly Hummel
Anne Jorgenson
Terry & Sandra Kemmer
Corrine Leu
Jared & Jessi Lotzer
Jeremiah & Kelsey McBroom
Sylvia McCurdy
Daniel & Erica McDougall
Jeff & Collette Murphy
Jaime Omberg
Stanley & Jodi Ouren
Gene & Margaret Prechel

Bob & Patricia Rheault
Arlene Rishovd
Lynnae Salveson
Darcy & Jennifer Savig
David & Janine Schneider
Sandra Smith
Shanda Smith
Adam Steward
Melissa Halverson
Steven & Emma Swenson
Anthony & Melissa Varno
Paul & Lisa Weber
Sharon Wesbrook
Ryan & Cheryl Weum

Action Corps serves the Coffee Fellowship time on Sunday mornings, provides desserts
for funerals and serves other congregational events.

The month you are on Action Corps, you will be called by your Action Corps leader to see when and how you would like to
participate. For Sunday mornings: You can serve (set-up, serving and/or clean up). You can donate food items or you can
donate money to purchase food items. You will only be called as the need arises for funerals & other events.
We accomplish big things when everybody does a little bit! Thank You!!

January

Leader:

Benjamin Aastuen
Darrell Bauder & Ruth Olson
Robert & Bonnie Bekkerus
Cheryl Brehm
Brady & Jennifer Burnside
Chad & Kristen Carlblom
Susan Christensen
Michael & Gayle Damlo
Dana & Julie Fagerlie
Nathan & Joy Fetting
Frederick Floan
Sally Ziegler-Sletto
Eric & Barbara Floding

Joyce Klyve
Jon & Belinda Freeman
Dick & Barb Groth
Haley & Mel Johnson
Tallack & Janice Johnson
Thomas & Joyce Klyve
Michael & Diane Kuehne
Brooks & Lisa Larson
Lyle Leegard
Mark & RoxAnn Lindquist
Gayle Mostad
Mary Nordmark
Benjamin & Heidi Olson
Julian Omberg

Mason & Sara Pender
Susan & Steven Quam
Debra Rethwisch
Paul & Jill Schramel
Amanda Schrupp
Brian & Sara Shepard
Trevor & Gretchen Thilmony
Mary Waalen
Lowell Wenberg
Joy Wheeler
William & Holly Wheeler
Warren & Kristen Whitworth

Each family/person has a 3-month quarter in which they will be called upon for serving. If you know which Sunday you would
prefer to help serve during Sunday Coffee Fellowship time, please contact your leader and let them know! Call the office, 8475656, if you would like to change the season in which you serve.
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Christmas
Memories
Written by, Patti Cummins
My earliest Christmas memories are bittersweet. There was very little money during most of my growing up years.
Christmas trees were fairly inexpensive then, and we still searched until we found where they were cheapest. If you
could be patient enough, the prices dropped as Christmas Day neared and the remaining unchosen trees each held
their own uniqueness. Our decorations were a hodgepodge of gifts, clearance items, and discards from others.
Mom was a candy-maker, both for our delight and for gifts to others. Caches of chocolate and cream caramels, fudge,
fondant, and divinity were secured in a locked suitcase under their bed to make sure they survived five curious children
until Christmas. Taffy was a family affair. Dad and the oldest of us initially pulled Mom’s hot concoction until it cooled
enough so the younger kids could get in on the action.
We went to church and watched all the Christmas programs on TV, which is when I initially fell in love with “Amahl and
the Night Visitors”. We drove around town looking at all the Christmas light displays and always liked the ones portraying the true story of Christmas best. There was never a focus on presents because we knew how hard Dad and Mom
were trying to provide for our basic needs and struggled to keep a roof over our heads.
After a wonderful meal, we opened our packages of clothing, school supplies, and one small special gift for each of us.
The two that have permanent places in my memory are of a pretty dresser set and a record player. The pink dresser set
had ceramic roses attached and gradually disappeared, one piece at a time until finally the mirror broke years later. My
biggest surprise from a Christmas present occurred when wrapping paper was removed from the “family suitcase” to
reveal a record player that brought me so much joy in music.
When I married, we started with nothing materially, but with lots of love for and from our family. We struggled to meet
our financial needs while starting a home for our first and second sons. We went to all the church and Advent services,
I taught Sunday School and helped with the Christmas play every year. Homemade candy once again became gifts, this
time to my Sunday School students, family, and friends. I knew deep within my soul that Christmas was about the
greatest gift of all, but still I struggled to make Christmas “special” for my two young boys.
In the early years, our Christmas tree was the top shot off of one of the large evergreens on our small farm. Charlie
Brown’s tree would have put ours to shame. If you ever look at the top of a mature evergreen, there’s usually one main
spire with a few carelessly placed branches of varying sizes below – none of them full. I made quilted stars and birds,
crocheted star pockets that hung on the tree with a small candy cane sticking out, and crocheted candy canes. In praise
and thankfulness for God’s creation, we removed the plastic birds from the boys’ baby mobile and hung them on the
tree. Strings of popcorn adorned our tree. But we never had a top because I was waiting for something that would truly
express our deep love, honor, and praise for Christ.
Even with all the focus on Jesus, our greatest gift of salvation from sin, my sin of envy poked its head up. My sister always had a perfectly-shaped tree with decorations that changed in color and theme each year. My sister-in-law also
had a picture-book perfect tree with beautiful matching decorations from the store. Every time I saw their trees, our
own tree seemed so shabby and such a poor offering for God’s gift to us.
When my youngest son was in kindergarten, his class made wreaths by tying cloth strips of varying colors to round wire
frames and they brought those presents home. We were trying to decide where to hang his wreath when one of my
sons said it reminded him of the crown of thorns placed on Jesus head when he was crucified. Instantly, with my children’s help, God opened my eyes to reveal the perfect tree topper. Jesus came humbly, to show us how to love more
perfectly, and to save us from all that diminishes the life God wants for us. We placed the wreath on the tree spire as a
true reminder of the significance of Christmas.
Yes, we have joy over the birth of baby Jesus, praise for all that God has done, and thankfulness for the angels that
watched over Him and His family as He prepared for His ultimate calling – to be a sacrifice for us. Because of that sacrifice, we will always be part of God’s family, welcomed into relationship with Him as we love Him and our neighbors and
try to walk in His ways through life. Because of that sacrifice, His grace has, and continues to help me overcome my
sinful nature.
Over the years, my tree has become full with beautiful gold, crystal, and artistic decorations. It has enough branches to
bear them all, along with other decorations gifted from Sunday School students, friends, and family. I still hang all the
old quilted and crocheted decorations I made and handcrafted treasures from the kids’ growing-up years. The plastic
birds are gone (my youngest son still searches for their replacements) but other birds nest in my tree. That humble,
ragged wreath still reigns over my tree every year, and always will.

8

Parish Health

Denise Gaard  218-847-5656  denise@firstlutheranchurch.com

Thank you to all who have signed up to donate blood at the FLC Blood Drive, Sunday, 12/5/21. As of the
writing of this note, just a few appointments remain open. If you were unable to get an appointment at this
blood drive, go to Vitalant.org to find another blood drive. Vitalant will be at FLC again 12/29/21 for a blood
drive hosted by the Morning Rotary. There is still a severe need for blood donations. Please consider donating if you are able and thank you if you already have donated!

Fall Prevention
Did you know:
• Most falls occur in the home. Many of those falls can be prevented with some simple steps, such as clearing clutter, removing tripping hazards and making sure spaces are well lit.
• Over 95% of hip fractures are caused by falling, usually by falling sideways.

Challenge these 3 myths about fall prevention
Myth 1: Falling is something normal that happens as you get older.
Reality: Falling is not a normal part of aging. Strength and balance exercises, managing your medications, getting
your vision checked and making your living environment safer are all steps you can take to prevent a fall.
Myth 2: As long as I stay at home, I can avoid falling.
Reality: Over half of all falls take place at home. Inspect your home for fall risks. Fix simple but serious hazards such
as clutter, throw rugs, and poor lighting. Make simple changes in your home, such as adding grab bars in the bathroom, a second handrail on stairs so there is one on both sides, and non-slip paint on outdoor steps.
Myth 3: Muscle strength and flexibility can’t be regained.
Reality: While we do lose muscle as we age, exercise can partially restore strength and flexibility. It’s never too late
to start an exercise program. Even if you’ve been a “couch potato” your whole life, becoming active now will benefit
you in many ways—including improving balance to prevent falls.

May you all have a joy filled Christmas season. I
pray you have days filled with love, family, friends,
and good health.
God’s peace to you all,
Denise
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By, Emma Duncan, Youth & Family Ministry Director

Our last day of class before Christmas break, is Wednesday, December 8 th
We will resume classes again on Wednesday, January 12th


The 9th graders will be completely finished with classes on December 8th, but will need to meet with mentors and pastors during January and February before they get Confirmed! More information will be given
to them in the upcoming week.



December 8th: We are inviting our High School Youth to help us wrap shoe boxes in the dining room from
6:30-7:30 pm, we are also hoping to have members of the congregation help as well!



We have to wrap over 100 boxes and can use all the help that we can get! Please join us!



December 15th: All youth and families and congregation members are welcome to come CAROLING with
us! We will be eating from 5-6 pm in the dining room, then heading out to Carol at the nursing homes in
family groups around 6pm!

HAVE AN AMAZING CHRISTMAS BREAK!!

Wednesday, December 8th and Sunday December 12th are the last days of
Sunday and Wednesday School before Christmas break.
(Both Sunday and Wednesday kids will still have the program and rehearsal on the 11th and 12th.)
th

 December 12 at the 10:45 am service will be our 2021 Christmas Program! All Wednesday School and Sunday

School kids will be performing during this time!
th

 December 11 from 1-3pm will be our Christmas program rehearsal time. Please know that it is very important for

every child to attend rehearsal. Not only to help the program run more smoothly but to help all of our youth feel
more comfortable and prepared for Sunday morning.

We will resume Wednesday School on January 12th and Sunday School on January 16th
th

 December 15 : All families and congregation members are invited to go CAROLING with us at our local nursing

homes! We will eat dinner at the church from 5-6 and head out to carol at 6pm. Families will need to provide their
own transportation!
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS STORE
Saturday, December 11th
The Christmas Store is a “GO” again! Thank you so much, volunteers, for making it happen!!
Our primary need now is for small to medium size gift bags and tissue paper!
Gifts are still being accepted at the church office; in particular, gifts for men and teens tend to be in shorter
supply. Also, (and always) small & medium sized boxes to wrap gifts in, gift labels and bows are welcomed!
There is no need for wrapping paper! Thanks to some thrifty ‘after Christmas’ shopper in prior years, we are
set for a while!! Financial donations are always appreciated for supplies and filling in last-minute shortages.

The new look of the Children’s Christmas Store
If you have been part of the Christmas Store in past years, you’ll note that it has been modified this year to be
more health conscious. The primary difference is that families will no longer congregate in the dining room,
but will sign up beforehand for a specific time for children to do their shopping. There is a limit of 10 shoppers
per time frame and the shopping times overlap only once. For example, the first group of 10 shoppers are
signed up to shop from 9:00 to 9:45. The next group of 10 shoppers show up to shop at 9:20; by now, the 9:00
group is finishing their shopping and beginning to wrap their gifts. The next group of 10 arrives at 9:45, when
the first group is done and the second group is now finishing their shopping and beginning to wrap their gifts.
There are never more than 20 children in the store at any given time and those 20 are alternating between the
shopping and wrapping areas. There has also been a minimum age limit imposed of 4 years old.
Another notable change is that, instead of gifts being set up in the first floor classrooms and wrapping taking
place in the Rec Room, shopping will now take place in the Rec Room and wrapping in the Dining Room!
This allows for larger, better ventilated areas for participants to be in. Hopefully, it will also make shopping
more efficient, not having to go from room to room to room. This will also be a real time saver for set-up and
clean-up, not having anything in the Sunday School classrooms!
The Youth Room and the commons will be utilized for families dropping off, picking up and the children in
transition. Hopefully there are no unforeseen glitches in the process (you never know until you try) and it is a
JOYFUL experience for everyone.
The Christmas Store Team is so thankful to once again, fill the hearts of children with the Joy of Giving!

FAQ’s
Who is invited? - If you are reading this, you are invited! Otherwise, we only advertise to organizations in our
community that can best identify and invite families who would be the most blessed by this ministry. If you
know of a family that would benefit from the Children’s Christmas Store, invite them to come with you!
How do I sign up a shopping time? - either through the link on the First Lutheran Church website located at
www.firstlutheranchurch.com or call the church office!

How many children shop at the Christmas Store? - an average of 160 kids buy 1,340 gifts!
What type of gifts are needed? - Any item, new or gently used, that a child could give as a gift to a family
member. No clothing or size specific items, since a child wouldn’t likely know what size to get. Socks, hats,
gloves and generally sized items are fine. The store is always especially in need of gifts for teens and men.
How many family members can a child buy for? - children can buy gifts for up to 10 family members.
Is there a cost to the children? - each gift costs the child $1
What happens to the proceeds from the sales? - of the proceeds, 10% goes back to the FLC to cover general
building usage; 10% is kept for Store costs for the next year; 40% goes to the youth accounts of the FLC youth
who work at the store; and 40% goes one of our local charities who, in turn, give back to the community.
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The Link
Update from the Women of First Lutheran Church—Written by Norma Smith

As I write, the wind is blowing snow around and it is cold! It definitely feels like winter has arrived. That
makes it seem more like Christmas is coming and soon, it will be upon us. The preparations are beginning—
baking, decorating and shopping. In the busyness, I hope you will all take time to reflect and think about the
true meaning of Christmas.
Take time to SEE the—trees with sparkly lights, stockings hung on the mantle by children hoping their wishes
are met and nativity display reminding you of the baby born in Bethlehem so long ago.
Take time to HEAR the—laughter of children, Sunday School Program, Choir Cantata, Wednesday Advent
Concerts, greetings exchanged over the counter or on the street.
Take time to FEEL—the cold tingle in the air, the church services and music, a hug from a friend and the true
meaning and spirit of Christmas renewed in each ones heart.

And pray once again there will be “peace on Earth and good will toward all people.”
On behalf of all the Women of First Lutheran Church, I want the thank everyone who donated to the

No Bake-Bake Sale. We were able to meet required obligations. Your support to this project is very much
appreciated. Thank you.
There was a great response to the blanket and pillows project.
Eighteen pillows and numerous blankets all went to Churches
United. A number of blankets stayed at the church for people
who come in for help. Thanks to all who donated.
Lutheran World Relief Kits were packed to send on November 23.
Quilts, School Kits, Baby Care and Personal Care Kits were all included. Thank you for all the donations to them. (Pictured left)
The Mary Magdalene Award is given each year at the Synod
Women’s Convention to a woman from the conferences who
demonstrates “Go and Tell” and are
active in the women’s organization. This year Glenette Olson from First Lutheran
Church was the recipient. Congratulations to her. She received her award in the
mail. (pictured right)
Co-Council is meeting on December 16 at 9:30 AM in the Conference Room. This
is the last meeting until Spring.
May peace, love and joy fill your hearts this Christmas Season.
~Norma Smith
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FLC acknowledges with grateful appreciation these
memorials which have been received this past month.

CREATION CARE FUND
In Memory of: Norma Backhaus
Given by: Sonja Lillquist
KITCHEN FUND
In Memory of: Les Kertscher
Given by: Arlene Olson
Given by: Fern Brown
In Memory of: Charlotte Hoeglund
Given by: Jean Benson
Given by: Mary Nordmark
In Memory of: Julian Omberg
Given by: Adrienne & Larry Buboltz
QUILTERS FUND
In Memory of: Charlotte Hoeglund
Given by: Ardis Hegna
Given by: Karen Evans
Given by: Sue Christensen
Given by: Mary Nordmark
RADIO FUND
In Memory of:
Given by:
Given by:
Given by:
Given by:
Given by:
Given by:

Charlotte Hoeglund
John & Judith Hoeglund
Alan Hagen
Edna Mae Pearson
Lorraine McCawley
Grace Dunham
Sonja Lillquist

In Memory of: Les Kertscher
Given by: Dolly Tovson
In Memory of:
Given by:
Given by:
Given by:

Julian Omberg
Fern Brown
Elyda Handegard
Michael & Diane Kuehne

UNSPECIFIED FUND
In Memory of: Evelyn Rusten
Given by: Phyllis Green
In Memory of: Charlotte Hoeglund
Given by: Sharron Wolf
In Memory of: Dale Goreham
Given by: Patti Cummins
In Memory of: Julian Omberg
Given by: Dean & Sue Berg
Given by: David & Jennifer Howey
In Memory of: Ray Heino
Given by: Dean & Sue Berg
In Memory of: Jerry Price
Given by: Dean & Sue Berg
In Memory of:
Given by:
Given by:
Given by:
Given by:
Given by:

Vern Seal
Dean & Sue Berg
Kent & Nancy Utke
Patti Cummins
Paul & Debra Woodward
Ken & Marlys Christianson

Christmas at Our House has been an important First Lutheran
Church ministry for many years (until last year when Covid didn't allow us to offer this). We provide a full Christmas dinner,
prepared at First Lutheran, and served to anyone in our community, at no cost. We distribute it after our Christmas Day
Worship Service. This year we'd plan to make the dinner available as a curb-side pick-up, or a delivery to local people unable
to pick it up. Volunteers are needed to co-chair this ministry
with Jim McCormack, and prepare, distribute, deliver and
clean up on Christmas Day. Families are welcome to volunteer! If you're interested, contact Jim at jkmdvm@gmail.com.
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Sharing our Love with Sweetness
When we make treats for those we care about, we mix in a lot of love with it. If you are making Christmas treats
for those you care about, consider sharing some for the December 19th fellowship time. The free-will offering that
day, as well as money raised from plates of treats that will be available to take home and share, will be used to
help fund Women of First Lutheran Church programs that benefit many in our area:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Devotional Booklets for graduation
Christmas gift to our sponsored missionary
Gas for Lutheran World Relief delivery
Global Health Ministries shipping costs
REACH, (rural counseling and back packs)
Jeremiah Program
Lutheran Campus Ministries, Moorhead, MN
Becker County Caregivers Support Team
Haiti Medical Mission

Treats can be dropped off in the kitchen on Friday, December 17th during office hours, Saturday, December 18th
from 10:00 until 2:00 (call Patti at 218-234-1451 if you need the door opened), and Sunday the 19th until 9:00
AM.
Whether you share treats filled with love, or donate to help share our love with those in our community, THANK
YOU!

A Thank You
From
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Update From Trinity Hope

News from Trinity HOPE
This is one of a series of articles which we make available each month to keep
our supporters informed about our activities. Trinity HOPE, a not-for-profit
charitable organization, raises funds and administers feeding programs that
provide a noon meal for the hungry children who attend our schools in Haiti
where the Good News of Jesus is shared daily.

2024 Hunters Place, Mt. Juliet, TN 37122 ⚫ admin@trinityhope.org ⚫ (615) 394-4950
Web Page: www.TrinityHope.org ⚫ Facebook: trinityhopehaiti


STRESS EATING
Written by Lyn Williams

In our day to day, we often take for granted the things that God does to bless us. Sometimes, we even despise doing
the mundane things that others would find a pure thrill. In the age of curb-side service, Instacart and Door Dash, even
getting food has become too mundane for us.
My visit to Haiti gave me a new perspective. Now, when friends and I are
chatting and I hear the term “stress eating,” I’m reminded of those children in
Haiti who do not have the opportunity to “stress eat.” When I think of the
pandemic here, in America, and I think of how stressful it has been, I remember
that the children in Haiti have dealt with the pandemic, an earthquake, a
tropical storm, and major safety issues
resulting from political unrest.
Despite the rough living conditions and the lack of food at home my fondest
memory of these children was seeing them at lunch time ready to eat. Their
smiles and expressions of pure joy and thankfulness was apparent. I know they
savored every bite. The meals we send to Haiti are now more important than
ever.
Take a day to cherish the gift of abundance. Walk through the supermarket
and think about the bounty that God has provided. Maybe on this day, you can
skip your favorite comfort food, and send that food cost to Trinity HOPE to
provide meals for those who do not have a stocked grocery store to walk
through. “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such
sacrifices are pleasing to God.” (Heb 13:16) Send thanks to God for the
provision of food and income, send prayers to God for the children in Haiti,
and now more than ever, let’s band together and support Trinity Hope so we
can continue to nourish these children.
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December
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1
Wednesday Schedule
6:30a
10:30a
12:00p
4:00p
5:00p
5:15p
6:00p
6:15p
6:30p
7:15p

5

6
Sunday Schedule

5:00p Al Anon, Library

Communion
8:30a
9:30a
9:30a
10:45a

Traditional Worship
Advent Bible Study, Lib.
Sunday School
Contemporary Worship

12

13
Sunday Schedule

5:00p Al Anon, Library

Children’s Christmas Program
8:30a
9:30a
9:30a
10:45a
4:00p

Traditional Worship
Advent Bible Study, Lib.
Christmas Prog. Prac
Contemporary Worship
Lakes Area Comm Bankd

19

20
Sunday Schedule

5:00p Al Anon, Library

Communion
Jubilate Choir Cantata
WFLC Xmas Treat Sale
No Sunday School

7
8:30a
9:00a
9:30a
2:00p
5:00p
7:30p

8
Quilters, Rec Rm
Office Staff Mtg
Rebekah Cir, Pel. Landing
Rachel Cir, Library
Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom
Young Men’s Bible Study

14
8:30a
9:00a
4:00p
5:00p
7:30p

Healing Service
No Faith Formation
8:30a Traditional Wship
10:45a Contemporary Worship

6:30a
10:30a
12:00p
4:00p
5:00p
5:15p
6:15p
7:15p

Church Office Closed
Christmas Holiday
5:00p Al Anon, Library

28
8:30a
9:00a
5:00p
5:30p
7:30p

12:00p AA, Rec Room

9

10

11

12:00p AA, Rec Room

9:00a FLC Christmas Store
1:00p Xmas Prog. Practice

16

17

18

8:00a Women’s Bible Sty, Lib
9:30a WFLC Co Council
11:00a Worship Planning

12:00p AA, Rec Room

23

24

7:30 a Women’s Bible Sty, Lib
11:00a Worship Planning

26

CHRISTMAS EVE
Church Office Closed
12:00p
3:00p
4:00p
5:00p
6:00p
8:00p

30

NO OASIS
NO WORSHIP
NO FAITH FORMATION
6:30a
4:00p
5:00p
6:15p
7:15p

8:00 a Women’s Bible Sty, Lib
11:00a Worship Planning

Men’s Bible Stdy, Hol. In.
Advent Concert
Father’s Project
Worship Team Reh
Alleluia Ringers Reh.
Jubilate Choir Reh.

29
Quilters, Rec Rm
Office Staff Mtg
Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom
Vision Council
Young Men’s Bible Study

Sat

Men’s Bible Stdy, Hol. In.
Advent Book Study
Advent Concert
Father’s Project
Worship Team Reh
Christmas Caroling
Alleluia Ringers Reh.
Jubilate Choir Reh.

NO OASIS
NO WORSHIP
NO FAITH FORMATION
6:30a
12:00p
4:00p
5:00p
6:15p
7:15p

27
Sunday Schedule

NO OASIS
NO WORSHIP
NO FAITH FORMATION

4

8:00a Women’s Bible Sty, Lib
11:00a Worship Planning Com

8:00a Women’s Bible Sty, Lib
11:00a Worship Planning Com
Men’s Bible Stdy, Hol. In.
1:30p Ruth Circle, Off SIte
Advent Book Study
Advent Concert
Father’s Project
Worship Team Reh
Oasis Meal
Worship Service
Alleluia Ringers Reh.
Faith Formation Hour
Jubilate Choir Reh.

22
Quilters, Rec Rm
Office Staff Mtg
Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom
Young Men’s Bible Study

8:30a Traditional Worship
9:30a Advent Bible Study, Lib.
10:45a Contemporary Worship

26

6:30a
10:30a
12:00p
4:00p
5:00p
5:15p
6:00p
6:15p
6:30p
7:15p

Fri

3

Wednesday Schedule

15
Quilters, Rec Rm
Office Staff Mtg
Sons of Norway
Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom
Young Men’s Bible Study

21
8:30a
9:00a
5:00p
7:30p

Men’s Bible Stdy, Hol. In.
Advent Book Study
Advent Concert
Father’s Project
Worship Team Reh
Oasis Meal
Worship Service
Alleluia Ringers Reh.
Faith Formation Hour
Jubilate Choir Reh.

Thu

2

CHRISTMAS DAY
11:00a Christmas Day Service

AA, Rec Room
Christmas Eve Service
Outdoor Live Nativity
Christmas Eve Service
Christmas Eve Radio Serv
Candlelight Service

31
NEW YEARS EVE

1
NEW YEARS DAY

Church Office Closed
12:00p AA, Rec Room

Men’s Bible Stdy, Hol. In.
Father’s Project
Worship Team Reh
Alleluia Ringers Reh.
Jubilate Choir Reh.
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Non-Profit Organization
The First Messenger is published monthly and
mailed to the members and friends of First Lutheran
Church. The purpose of this publication is to inform
the congregation of church activities and upcoming
events. Articles for publication are to be submitted
to the church office by the 20th of each month.

Office Hours:
Winter Hours
(Labor Day to Memorial Day)
Monday—Friday
8:30 AM to 4:00 PM
Summer Hours
(Memorial Day to Labor Day)
Monday—Thursday
8:30 AM to 4:00 PM
Fridays
8:30 AM to Noon
Office Phone: 847-5656
Fax Phone: 847-7009
flc@firstlutheranchurch.com
www.firstlutheranchurch.com

Congregational Staff
Lead Pastor:
Pastor Joe Skogmo

pastorjoe@firstlutheranchurch.com

Associate Pastor:
Pastor Lauryl Ivers

pastorlauryl@firstlutheranchurch.com

Youth and Family Ministry Director
Emma Duncan
emma@firstlutheranchurch.com
Business Manager:
Susie Reitmeier

susie@firstlutheranchurch.com

Support Ministries Coordinator:
Mackenzie Hamm
mackenzie@firstlutheranchurch.com
Communications Director:
Melissa Christianson melissa@firstlutheranchurch.com
Information Technology/Media:
Cory Oswald
cory@firstlutheranchurch.com
Parish Nurse:
Denise Gaard

denise@firstlutheranchurch.com

Worship Music Coordinator:
Karen Bimberg
karen@firstlutheranchurch.com
Adult Choir Director:
Kathy Larson
klarson@detlakes.k12.mn.us
Bell Choir Director:
Carla Hansen

Hansencarla62@gmail.com

Missionary Pastor:

Rev. Chandran Paul Martin

Vision Council
Chairman: Steve Schantzen
Vice-Chairman: Nathan Olson
Secretary: Deanne Udby
Treasurer: Chad Carlblom
Chris Malecka, Scott Sonstegard, Carla Solem,
Tanner Duncan, Carol Lee, & Kari Stattelman

Foundation Board
President: Kevin Shipley
President-Elect: Steve Glunberg
Secretary: Patti Cummins
Treasurer: Susan Schaffer

Worship is broadcast on KDLM-1340 AM and on
93.1 FM Radio each
Sunday Morning at 10:00 AM.
Worship is also webcasted on the church website
www.firstlutheranchurch.com.
Worship is also broadcast on T.V. on Saturdays at 9:00 AM
on Arvig Cable channel 14.

Shar Arvig, Dan Berg, Ryan Manke,
Les Perry & Adrienne Buboltz
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