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Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed in a human person. Though we 
may try to understand how the Word existed with God from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is 
that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of 

new birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth.  

GATHERING MUSIC 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INVOCATION 

OPENING SONG Emmanuel, God With Us  
Go tell it on the mountain:  the one that we’ve been waiting for,  
the King of our salvation, born on this day, our Savior, Christ the Lord.  

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere,  
that we can be forgiven; the weight of all our sin He came to bear.  

Chorus: Emmanuel, God with us, Emmanuel, King Jesus, the Savior of the world is born.  
Emmanuel, God with us, Emmanuel, King Jesus, the Savior of the world is born.  

Go tell it on the mountain:  humbly in a manger lay. 
Mercy sent from heaven.  Angels fill the sky with highest praise. Chorus 

Go tell it on the mountain:  this baby born of virgin birth,  
the Ruler of all nations, the glory of our God has come to earth. Chorus 

The Savior of the world is born.  The Savior of the world is born. 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
P/C:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We are truly 

sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins known and unknown, things we 
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit so 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
C: Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace em-

power us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

SONG OF PRAISE Light of the World (Sing Hallelujah)  
Light of the world, treasure of Heaven, brilliant like the stars in the wintery sky.  
Joy of the Father reach through the darkness, shine across the earth, send the shadows to flight.  

Light of the world from the beginning.  The tragedies of time were no match for Your love.  
From great heights of glory, You saw my story.  God, You entered in and became one of us.  

Chorus:  Sing hallelujah!  Sing hallelujah!  Sing Hallelujah for the things He has done!  
Come and adore Him, bow down before Him.  Sing hallelujah to the Light of the world. 

Light of the world, crown in a manger born for the Cross, to suffer, to save.  
High King of Heaven, death is the poorer.  We are the richer by the price that He paid. Chorus 

Light of the world soon will be coming.  With fire in His eyes, He will ransom His own.  
Through clouds He will lead us straight into glory.  And there He shall reign forevermore, Chorus  
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FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:7-14  

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 147:12-20   
R:  Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem!  Praise your God, O Zion! 

C:  For he strengthens the bars of your gates; he blesses your children within you. 

R:  He grants peace within your borders; he fills you with the finest of wheat. 

C:  He sends out his command to the earth; his word runs swiftly.  

R:  He gives snow like wool; he scatters frost like ashes. 

C:  He hurls down hail like crumbs—who can stand before his cold? 

R:  He sends out his word, and melts them; he makes his wind blow, and the waters flow. 

C:  He declares his word to Jacob, his statutes and ordinances to Israel. 

R:  He has not dealt thus with any other nation; they do not know his ordinances. Praise the Lord! 

R:  The Word of the Lord.   C:  Thanks be to God.  

GOSPEL READING John 1:1-5, 14-18  
P:  The Holy Gospel according to John. C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON Pr. Joe Skogmo 

SONG OF THE DAY Hark the Herald 
Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King. 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise; join the triumph of the skies. 
With th'angelic host proclaim, Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.” 

Christ by highest heaven adored, Christ the everlasting Lord. 
Late in time behold Him come, offspring of a virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see.  Hail th'incarnate deity. 
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.” 

Chorus:  And the angels, they sing, and the heavens they ring. 
Won’t you raise up your voice, join the song of the King. 
Singing glory to God, and peace on the earth. 
Sing it out now, the song of the King. 

Hail, the heaven born Prince of Peace.  Hail the Son of righteousness. 
Light and life to all He brings, risen with healing in His wings. 
Mild, He lays His glory by. Born that man no more may die. 
Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. 
Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.” Chorus  

STATEMENT OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s 

only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he 
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the com-
munion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. 
Amen.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
P: Lord in your mercy,  C:  Hear our prayer.  



SHARING OF PEACE  

OFFERING & OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P/C: Loving God, receive this offering for the building up of your kingdom: the proclamation of your 
word and the loving of our neighbor. Amen. 

COMMUNION  

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Distribution 

Post Communion Blessing 

Post Communion Prayer 
C: Gracious God, at this table you have nourished our body and soul with food and drink. As you 
have been food and drink for us, transform us to be food and drink for one another, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

BENEDICTION 

SENDING SONG What a Glorious Night 
The shepherds came to see the Baby, stood by His mother’s side.  
Here laid the Savior inside a manger.   
Oh what a glorious night.  Oh what a glorious night.  

Chorus:  I hear the angels singing, “Hallelujah!  
Let the earth receive her King!”  
I know that Love has come.   
Sing it out, Jesus Christ is born! 
Jesus Christ is born!  

The shepherds wondered, they couldn’t hide it, told everyone in sight.  
All were amazed when they heard how God came down on the glorious night.  
God came down on this glorious night. Chorus 

Glorious, glorious, what a glorious night.  
Glorious, glorious, what a glorious night. Chorus 2 times 

All is calm now, all is quiet.  A star shining in the sky.  
Below in Bethlehem, the King is sleeping.   
Oh what a glorious night.  Oh what a glorious night. 

SENDING 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
YOUTH & CHILDREN CHRISTMAS BREAK—We are hoping you’re enjoying your Holi-
day break!  Just a friendly reminder that Wednesday school and confirmation classes 
will resume on Wednesday, January 12 and Sunday School will resume on Sunday, 
January 16. 

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS—The FLC church office will be closed on Monday, January 3 
in recognition of New Years.   

HOMELESS AND FIRE VICTIM NEEDS—All furniture, recliners, & space heater. 

DECORATION TAKEDOWN—Merry Christmas! We hope you've enjoyed our decorat-
ed church. Thank you to the many hands who helped make our church beautiful. Take 
down is scheduled for Sunday, January 9th at 1:00. Hope to see you there.  

REMEMBER TO CHECK FOR VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES—Please signup to volun-
teer for the many ministries of FLC at the Volunteer Table downstairs.   

Join us for  
Worship! 
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on KDLM 1340-AM 

and 93.1-FM at 
10:00 AM. 

Webcast services 
are live-streamed 

on 
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urdays at 9:00 AM 

on Arvig Cable 
channel 14. 

Prayers of Comfort 
to the families of 

Prayers for   
God’s People 

Welcome Visitor! Date of Visit: ___________________________  

Name: ____________________________________________________________________  

Address: __________________________________________________________________  
 Street City State Zip Code 

Phone: ______________________________  Email: _______________________________    

I am a guest of: _______________________  I am a member of: _____________________  

□ I am interested in learning more about First Lutheran Church. 

ONLINE 

firstlutheranchurch.com 
One-time, weekly, monthly or quarterly.  

Checking, savings or credit card.  
(fees associated with credit card usage)  

TEXT 

218-228-3228 
Text your donation amount to the number listed above  

and follow instructions that are texted to you.   

CHECK or CASH 

912 Lake Avenue 
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 

Ways to Give 

The radio broadcast for today is given in honor of  

Jerry & Dolly Cleveland's 65th wedding anniversary.  

Given by their children. 


