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At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent & make a new beginning. As the darkness increases 
we turn toward the approaching light of Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the 
poor & meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, & there will be no more hurt or destruc-

tion. From the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near.  

PRELUDE Alleluia Ringers 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INVOCATION 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING & HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel ELW #257 vs. 3 & 4 
3 O come, O come, O Lord of might,  

as to your tribes on Sinai's height 
in ancient times you gave the law  
in cloud, and majesty, and awe.   

 Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
shall come to you, O Israel. 

4 O come, O Branch of Jesse, free  
your own from Satan's tyranny; 
from depths of hell your people save,  
and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.   Refrain  

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
P/C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. In your compassion 
forgive us our sins known and unknown, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, through Jesus 
Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

SPECIAL MUSIC O Come, O Come, Emmanuel - arr. Brenda E. Austin  Alleluia Ringers & Jubilate Choir 

TEMPLE TALK Christmas at Our House 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
C:  Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our growth as people 
of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

FIRST READING Isaiah 11:1-10 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall 
rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and 
the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by 
what his ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity for the oppressed of 
the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wick-
ed.  Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  The wolf shall live 
with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the lion will feed together, and a little child shall 
lead them.  The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like 
the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s 
den.  They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea.  On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.  
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RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 72:1-4  
R:  Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to a king’s son. 

C:  May he judge your people with righteousness and your poor with justice. 

R:  May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness. 

C:  May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor. 

R:  The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry  ELW #249, vs 5 
5 All praise to you, eternal Son, whose advent has our freedom won, 
     whom with the Father we adore, and Holy Spirit, evermore.  

GOSPEL READING Matthew 3:1-3, 11  
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heav-
en has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in 
the wilderness:  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’ ” 

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more powerful than I, and I am not 
worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON Pr. Joe Skogmo 

HYMN OF THE DAY Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus  ELW #254 
1  Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
     born to set thy people free; 
     from our fears and sins release us; 
     let us find our rest in thee. 
     Israel's strength and consolation, 
     hope of all the earth thou art, 
     dear desire of ev'ry nation, 
     joy of ev'ry longing heart. 

2  Born thy people to deliver, 
     born a child, and yet a king; 
     born to reign in us forever, 
     now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
     By thine own eternal Spirit 
     rule in all our hearts alone; 
     by thine all-sufficient merit 

raise us to thy glorious throne.  

STATEMENT OF FAITH  Apostle’s Creed  
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-
fied, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
P: Lord in your mercy,.  C: Hear our prayer.  

SHARING OF PEACE  
P: The peace of the Lord be with you.  C: And also with you.  

NOISY OFFERING FLC Agape Fund  
The word “Agape” in biblical Greek refers to a highest form of love - a love that transcends feeling or attraction, a love 

that is an unconditional love for the healing God’s people. The FLC Agape Fund is used to serve our most vulnerable 
neighbors right here in our local community, particularly those experiencing food and housing insecurity. 

November Noisy to Fuller Center for Housing in Detroit Lakes raised a total of $431.33. 



OFFERING & OFFERTORY HYMN Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah  ELW #240, vs. 2 
2 Light two candles to watch for Messiah: 

let the light banish darkness. 
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, 
gently lead them homeward.  

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P/C: Loving God, receive this offering for the building up of your kingdom: the proclamation of your word and the 
loving of our neighbor. Amen. 

COMMUNION  
Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the pow-
er, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Distribution 

Post Communion Blessing & Prayer 
C: Gracious God, at this table you have nourished our body and soul with food and drink. As you have been 
food and drink for us, transform us to be food and drink for one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen.  

BENEDICTION 

SENDING HYMN Prepare a Royal Highway  ELW #264 
1 Prepare the royal highway; 

the King of kings is near! 
Let ev'ry hill and valley 
a level road appear! 
Then greet the King of glory, 
foretold in sacred story: 

Refrain: Hosanna to the Lord, 
for he fulfills God's word! 

2 God's people, see him coming: 
your own eternal king! 
Palm branches strew before him! 
Spread garments! Shout and sing! 
God's promise will not fail you! 
No more shall doubt assail you!  Refrain 

3 Then fling the gates wide open 
     to greet your promised king! 
     Your king, yet ev'ry nation 
     its tribute too may bring. 
     All lands will bow before him; 
     their voices join your singing:  Refrain 

4 His is no earthly kingdom; 
     it comes from heav'n above. 
     His rule is peace and freedom 
     and justice, truth, and love. 
     So let your praise be sounding 
     for kindness so abounding:  Refrain  

SENDING 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE 



Food ~ Games ~Contests ~ Fun 

**NOTE**  On the newsletter calendar this event was inadvertently listed  
on the wrong date, please adjust your calendars accordingly. 

Concerts are Wednesdays from 12:05 PM to 12:35 PM 

Concerts are free of charge & open to the public. 

Soup & sandwich lunch with free will offering is available following each concert. 

Concerts can also be watched via the live stream at www.firstlutheranchurch.com.  

Mini-Concert Lineup 

Wednesday, December 7 
Rich Johnson—Saxophone Soloist ~ Emma Duncan—Vocal Soloist 

Both accompanied by Karen Bimberg 

Wednesday, December 14 

Alleluia Ringers 
First Lutheran Church Bell Choir ~ Directed by Carla Hanson 

Flute Soloist—Peggy Hammerling 

Wednesday, December 21 

Heart O’ Lakes Barbershop Chorus  
Flutes & Keys ~ Dotz Johnson, Carol Turner, & Connie Wood 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
WRAPPED SHOEBOXES NEEDED—We are looking for donations of shoeboxes (preferably pre-wrapped) for this year’s Christmas 
Angel Tree Ministry.   

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS—Parish Nurse, Denise will be doing blood pressure checks between services the 3rd Sunday of each 
month. 

GREIFSHARE GROUP—Pr. Lauryl is now leading a GriefShare Support Group that begun on November 21.  The meetings are from 
6:30 PM to 8:30 PM & will continue each Monday evening through February 13, 2023.  All are welcome to join at any time.  To 
signup, please contact the church office.  There is no fee to attend the class, but all attendees are encouraged to purchase a 
workbook for $20.  Contact the church office for more information.  

NATIVITY STORIES:  A BIBLE STUDY—Pr. Joe will be leading an Advent Bible Study at 11 AM Wednesdays, December 7, 14, & 21 
in the FLC library.  The study will focus on the three Christmas proclamations from the Gospels:  Matthew’s nativity accounts, 
Luke’s nativity accounts, & John’s proclamation of the “word made flesh”.  Important differences & similarities between the 
three proclamations will be explored.  Sign up at the volunteer table or by contacting the church office. 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS—The Advent & Christmas season is made more beautiful when the church is filled with beautiful poin-
settias.  If you would like to share flowers, please complete an order form & return it to the church office by Friday, December 14.  
Cost is $12.00 per plant.  Order forms can be found on the back of this flyer. 

THE CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS STORE—Saturday, December 10th. Volunteers are DESPERATELY needed for set-up, greeting, shop-
ping, wrapping & clean-up, please sign-up in the sign-up binder on the Volunteer Table! The store utilizes over 40 volunteers & 
serves an average of 120 young shoppers each year!  For kids wanting to sign-up go to firstlutheranchurch.com to reserve a shop-
ping time. 

ALTAR COMMITTEE MEETING—The Altar Committee will meet on Saturday, December 10 from 9 AM to Noon.  The plan is to 
clean the Sacristy & polish the silver.  Help is needed!  Please RSVP by contacting Sue Berg at 218-234-3179 or Jean Benson at 218
-847-5489.  We are also in need of Altar Guild volunteers for Christmas Eve services at either 3:30 PM, 5:00 PM or 7:00 PM & the 
Christmas Day Service at 10:45 AM.  If you are able to help, please sign up in the sacristy or call Sue or Jean for more information. 

RUTH CIRCLE MEETING UPDATE—Ruth Circle will gather Thursday, December 8 at 11:30 AM in the FLC Dining Room for a holiday 
potluck.  Please bring a dish to share.  

JUBILATE CHOIR CHRISTMAS CANTATA—Join us on Sunday, December 11 at either the 8:30 or 10:45 Worship Service for the 
Annual Christmas Cantata performed by the FLC Jubilate Choir! 

CHRISTMAS TREAT SALE—First Lutheran Women are holding the 2nd Annual SWEET TREAT Event between services on Sunday, 
December 18. Just in time for holiday get-togethers! If you cook or bake, please consider making a little extra to share for this 
event. You can also purchase some of your favorite treats for you, your family & friends. Bring plates or containers of goodies by 
8:30 AM the day of the event. They can also be dropped off Saturday, December 17 between 10:00 AM & noon (Call 218-234-
1451 Saturday morning if you need the door opened). Thank you to all! This event benefits several local programs supported by 
the WFLC. 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM—The children of FLC will be performing their annual Christmas Program on Sunday, Decem-
ber 18 at the 10:45 Worship Service.  All children Pre-k through 5th Grade from both Wednesday & Sunday will be in the pro-
gram.  We encourage you all to come see our thriving children’s program in action!  For parents with kids in the program, please 
drop your kids off in the Rec Room by 9:30 AM on Sunday, December 18 for rehearsal.  The kids will also be practicing for the pro-
gram on Saturday, December 17 at 9 AM in the church Sanctuary. 

CHRISTMAS SERVICE SCHEDULE—FLC will be offering Christmas worship opportunities on Saturday, December 24.  There will be 
two contemporary worship options at 3:30 PM & 5:00 PM & a traditional candlelight service will be at 7:00 PM.  Christmas Day is 
on Sunday, December 25 & there will be one service offered that day at 10:45 AM.   

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS—The church office will be closed on Monday, December 26 & Tuesday December 27 in recognition of 
the Christmas Holiday.  The office is also closed on Friday, December 30 & Monday, January 2 in recognition of New Years. 

CHRISTMAS BREAK—Families with children & youth, please mark your calendars!  Christmas Break starts December 19 & will 
continue until Wednesday, January 11 & Sunday, January 15.  We hope all the families have a wonderful holiday! 

COMMUNITY BAND CONCERT—The Lakes Area Community Band will be performing on Sunday, December 11 at 4:00 PM at First 
Lutheran Church in Detroit Lakes.  All are welcome to attend this free concert. 

HOLLY JOLLY HOLIDAY CONCERT—The Lakes Area Chorale invites you to its Holly Jolly Holiday Concert on Sunday, December 18 
at 4:00 PM at First Lutheran Church.  The concert will be held at First Lutheran Church in DL and cost is free will donation.   

ALL CHURCH WORSHIP—Mark your calendars!  We will have TWO Sundays in the coming weeks where we hope to have all of 
our worship communities together.  Those dates are Sunday, December 25 at 10:45 AM and Sunday, January 1 at 9:00 AM.  
Please mark you calendars accordingly as there will not be any other worship services on those Sundays. 

CHRISTMAS AT OUR HOUSE—We are in desperate need of volunteers for Christmas at Our House on Sunday, December 25.  
Please sign up at the volunteer table downstairs. 

RACHEL CIRCLE MEETING UPDATE—will meet Tuesday, December 6 at 2 PM in the Conference Room.  



Prayers for   
God’s People 

Prayers of Comfort  
to the family of

Welcome Visitor! Date of Visit: _________________________  

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________  

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 Street City State Zip Code 

Phone: _________________________________  Email: _____________________________________________    

I am a guest of: ___________________________  I am a member of: __________________________________  

□ I am interested in learning more about First Lutheran Church. 

CREATION CARE NOTE 

Did you know one of the world’s most widely 
used insecticides – neonicotinoids - can cause 

behavioral and immune system problems in bees 
and other pollinators as well as in humans and 
wildlife. Over the last decade, multiple reports 
indicated that bee hives in the US and Europe 

suffered hive losses of at least 30% or more.  In 
2018, the European Union banned these 

pesticides, recognizing the harm to pollinators. 

Join us for Worship! 
RADIO:  Broadcast on KDLM 
1340-AM & 93.1-FM at 10 AM. 

WEBCAST:  Services  are live 
streamed on 

 

TELEVISION:  Saturdays at 9 AM 
on Arvig Cable channel 14. 

Ways to Give 
ONLINE:  firstlutheranchurch.com—One-time, weekly, 
monthly or quarterly. Checking, savings or credit card.   (fees 
associated with credit card usage)  

TEXT:  218-228-3228—Text your donation amount to the 
number listed above and follow instructions that are texted to 
you.  (We suggest you add the phone number above as a con-
tact in your phone for future use.) 

CHECK/CASH:  912 Lake Avenue, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 

AGAPE SHELTERING MINISTRY UPDATE 

From September 1 to November 29 we have had 119 households (which equates to 
152 individuals) seeking help during a crisis.  Our office has been of assistance 222 
times. Our Shelter Supply room has provided clothing & hygiene items 81 times.  
We have provided 114 nights of motel shelter for 19 households.  We have 
provided 249 warm meals, 7 meal cards, 9 gas cards, 81 bus tokens, and 5 bus 
tickets. We have helped 20 households with miscellaneous items such as phone 
cards, utilities, and photo IDs.  41 households who have sought assistance here at 
First Lutheran Church were homeless. 9 households lived in vehicles, 31 households 
couch hop/stay outside/or in a building not meant for habitat, and 1 in a treatment/
mental health center. We have used Ministerial vouchers 48 times (34 gas, 5 DLCCC, 
4 Central Market & 5 Boys & Girls Thrift Store Vouchers) Many other various needs 
were provided for a Total Financial Support of $13,188.20 to date.   

We are currently operating on the generosity of individuals like you who donate to 
our First Lutheran Church Agape Fund. Thank you for your generosity in supporting 
this Ministry. 


