
First Lutheran Church 

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake 
from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on 

the holy mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait 
for what we already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God.  

PRELUDE 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INVOCATION 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING & HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel ELW #257 vs. 1 & 2 
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel. 

2 O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh: 
in strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way. Refrain  

SERVICE OF HOLY BAPTISM McKadyn Charles Christen 
 Parents:  Matthew and Teaira Christen  
 Sponsor:  Elisa Smith & George Nolasco and Brandon & Aina Christen 

Presentation and Charges 

P/C: People of God, do you promise to support McKadyn, to be his church, and to pray for him in his new life in 
Christ?  We do. 

Profession of Faith 

P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.  Do you renounce 
evil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel against God, and the ways of sin that 
draw you from God?   

C: We renounce them. 

P: Do you believe in God the Father?  

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Fa-
ther, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

P: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

All:I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE Hark, the Glad Sound!  ELW #239, vs. 1 & 4 
1 Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, the Savior promised long; 

let ev'ry heart prepare a throne and ev'ry voice a song. 

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, your welcome shall proclaim, 
and heav'n's eternal arches ring with your beloved name.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
C:  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers 
of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

MUSICAL MESSAGE Watchman, Tell Us of the Night  Jubilate Choir 

FIRST READING Isaiah 2:1-5  

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 122  
R:  I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 

C:  Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

R:  Jerusalem—built as a city that is bound firmly together. 

C:  To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, as was decreed for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the Lord.  

R:  For there the thrones for judgment were set up, the thrones of the house of David. 

C:  Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:  “May they prosper who love you. 

R:  Peace be within your walls and security within your towers.” 

C:  For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say, “Peace be within you.” 

R:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good. 

SECOND READING Romans 13:11-14  
R:  The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry  ELW #249, vs 5 
5 All praise to you, eternal Son, whose advent has our freedom won, 
     whom with the Father we adore, and Holy Spirit, evermore.  

GOSPEL READING Matthew 24:36-44  
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  

“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  For as 
the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.  For as in the days before the flood they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing 
until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man.  Then two will be in 
the field; one will be taken, and one will be left.  Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and 
one will be left.  Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.  But understand 
this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed 
awake and would not have let his house be broken into.  Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an hour you do not expect.  

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON Pr. Lauryl Ivers 

HYMN OF THE DAY My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness  ELW #251 
1 My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord; I sing my Savior's praise! 
     You looked upon my lowliness, and I am full of grace. 
     Now ev'ry land and ev'ry age this blessing shall proclaim— 
     great wonders you have done for me, and holy is your name. 

2  To all who live in holy fear your mercy ever flows. 
     With mighty arm you dash the proud, their scheming hearts expose. 
     The ruthless you have cast aside, the lowly throned instead; 
     the hungry filled with all good things, the rich sent off unfed. 

3  To Israel, your servant blest, your help is ever sure; 
     the promise to our parents made their children will secure. 
     Sing glory to the Holy One,  give honor to the Word, 
     and praise the Pow'r of the Most High, one God, by all adored.  

SERVIE OF HEALING 



LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

SHARING OF PEACE  
P: The peace of the Lord be with you.  C: And also with you.  

NOISY OFFERING Fuller Center for Housing of Detroit Lakes  
The Fuller Center assists members of the Detroit Lakes area build & renovate homes at lower overall costs than conventional loans. 

OFFERING & OFFERTORY HYMN Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah  ELW #240, vs. 1 
1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah:  let the light banish darkness. 

He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise.  

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P/C: Loving God, receive this offering for the building up of your kingdom: the proclamation of your word and the 
loving of our neighbor. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

SENDING HYMN Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers  ELW #244, vs 1, 2, & 4 
1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; 
     the evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 
     The bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh. 
     Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry. 

2  The watchers on the mountain proclaim the bridegroom near; 
     go forth as he approaches with alleluias clear. 
     The marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand. 
     Arise, O heirs of glory; the bridegroom is at hand. 

4  Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 
     arise, O Sun so longed for, o'er this benighted sphere. 
     With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 
     the day of earth's redemption that sets your people free!  

SENDING 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE 

Join us for Worship! 
RADIO:  Broadcast on KDLM 1340-AM 
& 93.1-FM at 10 AM. 

WEBCAST:  Services  are live streamed 
on  

TELEVISION:  Saturdays at 9 AM on 
Arvig Cable channel 14. 

Ways to Give 
ONLINE:  firstlutheranchurch.com—One-
time, weekly, monthly or quarterly. Check-
ing, savings or credit card.   (fees associated 
with credit card usage)  

TEXT:  218-228-3228—Text your donation amount to the 
number listed above and follow instructions that are texted 
to you.  (We suggest you add the phone number above as a 
contact in your phone for future use.) 

CHECK/CASH:  912 Lake Avenue, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 



Prayers for  God’s People 

Prayers of Comfort  
to the family of

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WRAPPED SHOEBOXES NEEDED—We are looking for donations of shoeboxes (preferably pre-
wrapped) for this years Christmas Angel  Tree Ministry.   

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS—Parish Nurse, Denise will be doing blood pressure checks be-
tween services the 3rd Sunday of each month. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SLEEPING BAG DRIVE AT THE FOOD SHELF—Items needed are warm 
functional sleeping bags, hand/foot warmers & mittens. These items will be handed out to 
individuals who are sleeping in their vehicles or have no heat in their house. These items can 
be dropped off at the food shelf on any Tuesday or Thursday from 9 AM - 3 PM.   

GREIFSHARE GROUP—Pr. Lauryl will be leading a GriefShare Support Group beginning on No-
vember 21 from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM and continuing each Monday evening through February 
13, 2023.  All are welcome to join at anytime.  To signup, please contact the church office.  
There is no fee to attend the class, but all attendees are encouraged to purchase a workbook 
for $20.  Contact the church office for more information.  

WFLC CHRISTMAS TEA—Save the date for the return of the First Lutheran Christmas Tea!  It 
will be held on Saturday, December 3 at 10 AM in the fellowship hall.  There will be a catered 
brunch along with a musical program.  Sign up at the volunteer table.  All are invited.  Please 
join us for fun, food, fellowship & caroling.  Please invite guests! 

ADVENT MINI-CONCERTS—Join us for Advent Mini-Concerts on Wednesday, November 30, 
December 7, 14, & 21.  The concerts are from 12:05 PM to 12:35 PM with a free will offering 
meal to follow each concert.  Concerts will also be live streamed on the FLC YouTube page.  
For a list of musicians, check out the flyer downstairs, the weekly email, or the newsletter.  

NATIVITY STORIES:  A BIBLE STUDY—Pr. Joe will be leading an Advent Bible Study at 11 AM 
Wednesdays, December 7, 14, and 21 in the FLC library.  The study will focus on the three 
Christmas proclamations from the Gospels:  Matthew’s nativity accounts, Luke’s nativity ac-
counts, and John’s proclamation of the “word made flesh”.  Important differences and similar-
ities between the three proclamations will be explored.  Sign up at the volunteer table or by 
contacting the church office. 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION—A family-related question:   Who will you ask when there are no 
family members left to ask?  Adults have stories to tell and pictures to share, why not capture 
those in hard copy and then be able to hand them down from generation to generation.  Let’s 
play with this idea and discuss some strategies for capturing “their” stories and pictures.  This 
might be a perfect legacy gift idea for that older generation.  Discussion facilitated by Terry 
Kemmer.  The sessions schedule is Wednesday, November 30 from 6:30 PM to 7:30 PM and 
Sunday, December 4 from 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM.   

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS—The Advent and Christmas season is made more beautiful when 
the church is filled with beautiful poinsettias.  If you would like to share flowers please com-
plete an order form and return it to the church office by Friday, December 14.  Cost is $12.00 
per plant.  Order forms can be found on the volunteer table. 

THE CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS STORE—Saturday, December 10th. Volunteers are needed for 
set-up, greeting, shopping, wrapping and clean-up, please sign-up in the sign-up binder on the 
Volunteer Table! The store utilizes over 40 volunteers and serves an average of 120 young 
shoppers each year!  For kids wanting to sign-up go to firstlutheranchurch.com to reserve a 
shopping time. 

Welcome Visitor! Date of Visit: ___________________  

Name: ____________________________________________________________  

Address: __________________________________________________________  
 Street City State Zip Code 

Phone: ____________________________  Email: __________________________    

I am a guest of: ___________________  I am a member of:  

□ I am interested in learning more about First Lutheran Church. 

CREATION CARE NOTE 

Did you know that bees 
are a vital link in our 
food chain? Bees are 

responsible for 
pollinating nearly 90 

different food crops in 
the US. Pollinators 

contribute $24 billion to 
our agriculture industry. 
1 in 4 wild bee species in 

the US is at risk of 
extinction due to 

pesticides, climate 
change, loss of habitat, 
& monoculture farming. 


